7" Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, July 12, 2026
9:30am

Now the Feast and Celebration

Grace Lutheran Church
Wenatchee, WA

Welcome to Grace!

The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and
important. The same is true for all of God'’s children. As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes
us stronger and more resilient.

We strive to welcome all. We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome. Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here. Old and young. Able or disabled. People
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here. Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white:
You are welcome here. Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie. Addiction and mental health concerns: You are
welcome here.

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own
way.

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors. We seek to reconcile ourselves to one
another and to God, the master artist.

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!

If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery

available during our worship gathering. You will find it down the administrative wing, on the left.

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments so
that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”

Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation.




Introduction to the day

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters seed
indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God
promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

+ + + GATHERING + + +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME & KIDS' TALK

PRELUDE Ar Hyd y Nos Wilbur Held
Judy Olson, guest organist

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -F Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

ELW #524, What Is This Place

Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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when we are gath - ered here, and know our God is  near.
a - gain what we have heard: God’s free re - deem-ing word.
what we need to in - crease: our jus-tice and God’s peace.

Text: Huub Qosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933
Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckelanck, 1626
Text © 1967 Gooi en Sticht, BV, Baarn, The Netherlands, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



SONG OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it
with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.

+++WORD + + +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new
exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

A reading from Isaiah.

0 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

2 For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13 nstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 65
The cantor introduces the refrain; all repeat it.
The cantor sings verses. All sing the refrain as indicated.

H & . I\ | \ . \ , |
A ——3— B % ] % } —— = =
: ! o —5 e oo ¢ ~ F
oJ ! [ [
Glo - ry and praise to our  God, who a - lone gives
= i { ]
. i — = ] ] 4 I = 7] )
[ £ | I = [7) [7) r a = I I
ANV | I I | I I
P) ' T I I T T
light to our days. Man - y are the
A & | \ . " | ; ,
Y = | I | | [ I | | | N
ﬂ L o | I | I | | I I | I I r 4
| | | | > P & =i = ry
NV | tncel (7] | = bnedd . A
o I ’ <

bless-ings he bears to those who trust in his  ways.

We, the daughters and sons of God who built the valleys and plains,
praise the wonders our God has done in every heart that sings. Refrain

In his wisdom he strengthens us, like silver tested in fire.
Though the power of sin assails, our God is there to save. Refrain

Every moment of every day our God is waiting to save,
always ready to seek the lost, to answer those who pray. Refrain

God has watered our barren land and spent his merciful rain.
Now the rivers of life run full for anyone to drink. Refrain

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn
sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the

promise of resurrected life.
A reading from Romans.

! Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the
flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh, % so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. > For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ® To set the mind on the flesh is
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile
to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 1°But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ! If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The cantor introduces the gospel acclamation; all repeat it.
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NOTE: We will sing this acclamation during the reading, at the direction of the cantor.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good news that “the
kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results
in those who hear.

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

! That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “Listen! [Listen to the word...] A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some
seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. ®> Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did
not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they
were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. ” Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. & Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!” [Listen to the word...]

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. ® When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the
path. 22 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it
with joy, *!yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises
on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the
one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

[Listen to the word...]

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW #508, As Rain from the Clouds

Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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2 As grain that s scat - tered your word has been sown
3 As rays of the sun  shall your word light the  world,
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a - wak-ing and warm-ing and  heal - ing our land.
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and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn  to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit to re - turn to your  hand.
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We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word;
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we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d'ner, for your ten - der toil.
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We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,

(continued on page 9...)
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for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: AFTON WATER, Jonathan E. Spilman, 1812-1896

Text © 1983, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God'’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

After each portion of the prayers:

God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through
the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

+++MEAL+++
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

To donate electronically, use this QR code.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING All Glory Be to God on High Michael Burkhardt
Judy Olson, guest organist

Please stand as you are able.



OFFERTORY SONG
Refrain
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may we  share the pres - ence of your love.
all  cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

OFFERING PRAYER
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your

love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding

with us now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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right to give God thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ... join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night... for the remembrance of me.

11



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION SONG

ELW #679, For the Fruit of All Creation

Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la- bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing,
In our world-wide task of car - ing
For the won - ders that as-tound us,

si - lent growth while
for the hun - gry
for the truths that

we are sleep-ing,
and de - spair-ing,
still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to  God.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: AR HYD 'Y NOS, Welsh traditional

Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Please stand as you are able.

MUSICAL OFFERING Brethren We Have Met to Worship

Judy Olson, guest organist

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

and the gifts of his body and blood

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and for ever.
Amen
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POST COMMUNION SONG
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Thanks be to you for ev - er.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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+ + + SENDING + + +

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Please be seated.
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
-+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

Amen.
SENDING SONG ELW #550, On What Has Now Been Sown
Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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I On what has now been sown your bless-ing Lord, be - stow; the
2 To you our wants are known, from you are all our pow’rs; ac -
3 Oh,grant that each of  us, now met be - fore you here, may
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pow’r is yours a - lone to make it sprout and grow. O Lord, in
cept what is your own and par-don what is ours. Our prais - es,
meet to - geth-er thus when you and yours ap - pear, and fol - low
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grace the har - vest raise, and yours a - lone shall be the praise!
Lord, and prayers re - ceive and to your word a bless-ing give.
you to heav’'n, our home. E’en so, A - men! Lord Je - sus, come!
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789
DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near.
Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Toccata Gordon Young
Judy Olson, guest organist
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Serving in Today's Worship

Presiding Minister: Rev. James Aalgaard
Pastoral Intern: Intern Laura Olsen
Greeters/Ushers: Joe Trowbridge & Monte Olson
Lector: Marshall Thomas
Cantor: Kristi Lee
Tech: Erik Olson

+++

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have
granted us permission to include you in our videos. If you have a concern about being included, please let the
staff know, and we will help find a solution that meets your needs.
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