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Welcome to Grace!

The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and
important. The same is true for all of God'’s children. As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes
us stronger and more resilient.

We strive to welcome all. We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome. Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here. Old and young. Able or disabled. People
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here. Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white:
You are welcome here. Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie. Addiction and mental health concerns: You are
welcome here.

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own
way.

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors. We seek to reconcile ourselves to one
another and to God, the master artist.

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!

If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. Quiet toys
are located just outside the back door of the sanctuary for young children and caregivers. Most Sundays we
have nursery staff available to help watch the children in that space. You are also welcome to use the quiet
area under the balcony, beside the stained-glass window.

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”

Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation




INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to freedom. This is freedom to revel
in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us
from the fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life.

+++ GATHERING + + +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND KIDS’ TALK

PRELUDE Allegro from Sonata K322 Domenico Scarlatti

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG ELW #524, What Is This Place
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when we are gath - ered here, and know our God is near.
a - gain what we have heard: God’s free re - deem-ing word.
what we need to in - crease: our jus-tice and God’s peace.

Text: Huub Qosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933
Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckelanck, 1626
Text © 1967 Gooi en Sticht, BV, Baarn, The Netherlands, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God

Cantor: Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
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Cantor: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you
for your glory. Refrain (All)

Cantor: Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. Refrain (All)

Cantor: For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Amen. Amen.

All:
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful
to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.



+++WORD +++

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of God’s mountain. There God
reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people in Israel and commissions him to anoint new leaders, including
his own successor, Elisha.

A reading from 1t Kings.

> Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you
shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. ¢ Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you
shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.”

13S0 he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of
oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 2°He left
the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then | will follow you.” Then
Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have | done to you?” 2! He returned from following him, took the
yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to
the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
PSALM 16
v A e —— ; : 7 ! | —
Sh et 4 i—ur R e
1.When in the night I med - i - tate é)n
2For - ev -er in my thought the Lord Be -
3.My in - most be - ing thrills  with  joy And
4. know that | shall not be left For -
. . -
e —— : ' e —
b4 H ? { { !- ! ! |
H | , | | | |
y i i j — —— » i I
&>——% = 73 |
mer - cies nJ1uI -ti - plied. My grate -ful heart in -
fore my face shall stand; Se - cure, un-moved |
glad-ness fills my breast; Be - cause on God my
got -ten in the grave, And from cor - rup - tion,
- B be -
) - F F i I |
75 ] ! s
' I I
f) | | | y
o T [ | [ | | [ | | | Il
e e e e e |
o ' B 32
spires my tongue To bless the Lord. my guide.
shall re - main, With God at my right hand.
trust is stayed, My flesh in hope shall rest.
Thou, O Lord, Thy ho -ly one wilt save.
. W » - - .
) * | > I | I J I Z |=
S Ea = i




SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25

For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation to be what we could not
be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of
this Holy Spirit.

A reading from Galatians.
1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for
self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 1% For the whole law is summed up in a single
commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 1> If, however, you bite and devour one another,
take care that you are not consumed by one another.

16 |ive by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 1’ For what the flesh desires is opposed
to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to
prevent you from doing what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the
law. ° Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 2°idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 2! envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like
these. | am warning you, as | warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of
God.

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, 22 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 2* And those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 2° If we live by the Spirit, let us also be
guided by the Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62

Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by pettiness. In a series of
striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

>1When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 2> And he sent
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; >3 but
they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. >** When his disciples James and John saw
it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” > But
he turned and rebuked them. > Then they went on to another village.

>’ As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” >8 And Jesus
said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his
head.” *° To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” ¢ But Jesus
said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of
God.” 82 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 2 Jesus said
to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #798, Will You Come and Follow Me
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... continued on p. 8 ...
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pray’r in you and  you in me?”’
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our Christian faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the church, the world, and
all creation.

After each portion of the prayers:

God of grace,
hear our prayer

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+++ MEAL + ++
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING Bourée and Hornpipe Georg Frideric Handel

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION SONG

ELW #793, Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thouw my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
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1 ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n - ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull,

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

MUSICAL OFFERING

Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us

18601935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

He Shall Feed His Flock

through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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+++SENDING + + +

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Please be seated.
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING SONG ELW #810, O Jesus, | Have Promised
Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Voluntary in D Major John Blow

+++

Serving in Today's Worship

Presiding Minister: Rev. James Aalgaard
Recorder: Mark Boersma
Cantor: Phil Gregg
Organist’s Assistant: Alaina Morgan
Altar Guild: Denise Miller
Communion Assistant: Colleen Smith
Tech: Erik Olson

+++

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have granted us
permission to include you in our videos. If you have a concern about being included, please let the staff know, and we will help find
a solution that meets your needs.

+++
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