Third Sunday in Lent
March 8, 2026

ELW Setting 5

Grace Lutheran Church
Wenatchee, WA

Welcome to Grace!

The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and
important. The same is true for all of God'’s children. As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes
us stronger and more resilient.

We strive to welcome all. We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome. Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here. Old and young. Able or disabled. People
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here. Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white:
You are welcome here. Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie. Addiction and mental health concerns: You are
welcome here.

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own
way.

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors. We seek to reconcile ourselves to one
another and to God, the master artist.

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!

If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery
available during our worship gathering. You will find it downstairs, through the first door to the right at the
bottom of the stairs.

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”

Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation.



Introduction to the day

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a
sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the next two
Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation before baptism at Easter. As we journey to
the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy

and forgiveness.

+ + + GATHERING + + +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME & KIDS' TALK
PRELUDE As the Deer
Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

John Carter



Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of +F Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead

dwells in

you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,
and gives you life and peace. Amen.

GATHERING SONG ELW #777, Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty
Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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LAl [“Come to me, all pil-grims thirst - y; drink the wa - ter I will give.
2-Right side |“Come to me, all trav-lers wea - ry; come that [ may give you rest.
3-All |“Come to me, be - liev-ers bur-dened; find re - fresh-ment in this place.
4-Choir |“Come to me, re - pen-tant sin - ners; leave be - hind your guilt and shame.
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GREETING

I would be your trusted friend.

Come and seek the gift I offer,

come, your open hands extend.” Refrain

Text: Delores Dufner, osb, b. 1939
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN

s * °
It you knew what gift [ of - fer, you would come to me and live”
Drink the cup of life I of - fer; at this ta - ble be my guest”
Come, re - ceive the gift I of - fer, turn to me and seek my face.”
Come and know di - vine com-pas-sion, turn to  me, [ call your name.”
Refrain
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Je-sus, ev - er- flow-ing foun - tain, give us wa-ter from your well.
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In the gra - cious gift you of - fer there is joy no tongue can tell.
5-Left side |“Come to me, distressed and needy; 6-All | “Come to me, abandoned, orphaned;

lonely ways no longer roam.
Come and take the gift I offer,
let me make in you my home.” Refrain

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-va-tion, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water
always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

+++WORD + + +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in desperation to God. God
commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is the Lord among us
or not?”—received a very positive answer.

A reading from Exodus.

! From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people
qguarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?
Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So
Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall | do for this people? They are almost ready to stone

me.” ®>The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take
in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. ¢ will be standing there in front of you on the
rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in
the sight of the elders of Israel. ” He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled
and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 95



Speak responsively, beginning with the Leader.

1 Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.

2 Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.

3For you, Lord, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.

4In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.

>The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.

6 Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord our maker.

" For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!

8 “Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.

9There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.

0 Forty years | loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’

1ndeed | swore in my anger,

‘They shall never come to my rest.””
SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through Jesus’ death God helps
utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we now live in hope for our
final salvation.

A reading from Romans.

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we
have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of

God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, *and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, > and hope does not put us to shame, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die
for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. > Much more surely, therefore, since
we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 1°For if while
we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been



reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 1 But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
All sing the acclamation. The choir sings the proper verse. All repeat the acclamation.
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Glo - ry and praise to you, O Lord Je - sus Christ.

Verse: Lord, you are truly the Savior of the world;
give me this living water that | may never thirst again. (John 4:42, 15)

GOSPEL: John 4:5-42
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many others to
faith.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

> [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son
Joseph.®Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” & (His disciples had gone
to the city to buy food.) ° The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a
woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 1° Jesus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” 1 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.
Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with
his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, *but those who drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will give
will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” > The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this
water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” ¥ The woman answered him, “l have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘l have no husband,” ¥ for you have had five husbands,
and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” ° The woman said to him, “Sir, |
see that you are a prophet. 2° Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 2! Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming and is now here when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. ?* God
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 2> The woman said to him, “I know that
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to
her, “l am he, the one who is speaking to you.”



27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said,
“What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 22 Then the woman left her water jar and went
back to the city. She said to the people, ?° “Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever done! He
cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 3°They left the city and were on their way to him.

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, “I have food to
eat that you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him
something to eat?” 3 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his
work. 3 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But | tell you, look around you, and see
how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 3¢ The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 3’ For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another
reaps.’ 381 sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into
their labor.”

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything | have ever done.” 4°So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and
he stayed there two days. ! And many more believed because of his word. 4> They said to the woman, “It is no
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is
truly the Savior of the world.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON

Silence for reflection.

Please stand as you are able.




HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #419, For All the Faithful Women
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1 For all the faith-ful wom - en who served in days of old,

2 Re-call the out-cast wom - an with whom our Lord con-versed:
3 All praise to God the Fa - ther! All praise to Christ the Son!
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to you shall thanks be giv - en; to all, theirstor - y told.
Christ gave her liv-ing wa - ter to quench her deep - est thirst.
All  praise to God the Spir - it, who binds the church as one!
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They served with strength and glad - ness in tasks your wis-dom gave.
Like hers, our hearts are yearn-ing; Christ of - fers us his word.
With saints who went be - fore us, with saints who wit-ness still,
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To you their lives bore wit - ness, pro-claimed your pow’r to save.

Then may our lips be burn - ing to  wit - ness to our Lord.
we sing glad al-le - lu - ias and strive to do your will.

NICENE CREED
With the whole Christian Church on earth, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
9



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God'’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

After each portion of the prayers:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+++MEAL+++
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING Living Water Emily Crocker
Voices of Grace, Growing in Grace

| will give to you living water from the well of endless life. As the deer longs for cooling streams, so do | bring you peace.
Peace | bring to you. Whosoever shall drink of the water | give shall thirst no more, | say. For | say unto you that the
water | give shall be in you a well of endless life, of life!

Please stand as you are able.

To donate electronically, use this QR code.

10



OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

0O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right ... join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho - san - na in the  high - est.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER
Cantor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
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and the glo-ry are yours, now and for-ev - er A - men.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION SONG

ELW #335, Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun-tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’'ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
Refrain
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till my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915
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MUSICAL OFFERING Pastorale on Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

++ + SENDING + + +

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Please be seated.
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG

ELW #618, Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer

Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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1 Guideme ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal  foun-tain where the  heal - ing
3 When I tread the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - ious
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feed me now and ev - er - more,
shield me with your might-y arm,
I will raise for - ev - er - more,
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feed me now and

€v - €r - more.

shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er - more.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good ne
Thanks be to God!

WS.

We fast from postludes during the season of Lent. They will return with joyful praises at Easter.

+4++

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have
granted us permission to include you in our videos. If you have a concern about being included, please let the
staff know, and we will help find a solution that meets your needs.
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Serving in Today's Worship

Presiding Minister: Rev. James Aalgaard
Pastoral Intern: Laura Olsen
Cantor: Kristi Lee
Lector: Dee Ann Gregg
Altar Guild: Denise Miller
Tech: Adam Dunbar
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