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    15th Sunday after Pentecost  

                                

                     Sunday, September 6, 2026  
    9:30am 
 

 
                         ELW setting 10 

 
 

               Grace Lutheran Church 
                        Wenatchee, WA 
 
  

Welcome to Grace! 
 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 

We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist.  

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  

If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a 
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery 
available during our worship gathering.  You will find it down the administrative wing, on the left. We also 
encourage parents and guardians to point out Kids’ Cues during the service, as a way to help younger 
worshipers be more fully engaged. 

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments so 
that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 
Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 
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Introduction to the day 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in situations having 
to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds 
us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of 
peace and reconciliation. 
 
 

 + + + GATHERING + + + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

 
WELCOME & KIDS' TALK 
 
 
PRELUDE                              Minuet from French Suite No. 2                       J. S. Bach 

 
Please stand as you are able.  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

A note to children and families: watch for "kids' cues" throughout today's service. 
These are opportunities to engage in worship and stay connected as all generations of Grace 

worship together. Parents and other helpers - we encourage you to help your children notice these 
cues and participate at whatever level is appropriate for them. 

       Kids’ Cue 
 
 

Join Pastor 
at the  

baptismal font. 
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Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING SONG            ELW #731, Earth and All Stars! 
 

 

         Kids’ Cue 
 
 

Walk with Pastor 
to the front, then 
go back to your 

family. 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will 
fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

           Kids’ Cue 
 
 

Extend your hands 
to also share your 

blessing with 
Pastor. 

           Kids’ Cue 
 
 

Throughout the 
canticle, ring a 

chime. 
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Please be seated. 
 

+ + + WORD + + + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to the people. 
Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the 
attack unnecessary. 
 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, 
you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do 
not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I 
will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their 
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 

  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh 
upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 119:33-40 
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SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make the person as 
we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us. 
 

A reading from Romans.   
 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall 
not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  

 
Please stand as you are able.  
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
             

 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about restoring 
relationships when one member has sinned against another. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 

          Kids’ Cue 
 
 

If you show love to 
others, are you 
already doing 

what God wants? 
Yes! 
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have 
regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile 
and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 
you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
SERMON 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        ELW #603, God, When Human Bonds Are Broken 
 

 
 

           Kids’ Cue 
 
 
 

When do Jesus’ 
followers gather in 
his name today? 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, 
we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us. 
 
After each portion of the prayers:  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Grant the prayers we have offered,  
what we have forgotten to ask,  
and whatever else you see that we need.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 
 

  + + + MEAL + + + 
   God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

To donate electronically, use this QR code.  

 
MUSICAL OFFERING              Air                           Georg Frideric Händel 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us 
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our 
neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

          Kids’ Cue 
 

Listen for the 
quiet. Watch how 
others use their 
bodies to pray. 

          Kids’ Cue 
 

Circle the three 
persons of the 
Holy Trinity. 

          Kids’ Cue 
 

Find someone 
new and say, 

“Peace be with 
you.” 
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          Kids’ Cue 

 
Can you pray this 

from memory? 
 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right … join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God … both now and forever.   Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

          Kids’ Cue 
 

Watch for Pastor 
to lift up the bread 

and then the 
wine. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONG                  Bind Us Together 
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DISTRIBUTION SONG                  Christ, Our Peace 
When peace is hard to find, repetition can be a tool for prayer. This short song is intended to be repeated as a response, 

refrain, or means of prayerful meditation. With a text that references Ephesians 2, “Christ, our peace” is a prayer for 
peace and unity. It reminds worshipers that we are the body of Christ and our differences need not divide us. Liturgical 
composer Marty Haugen wrote this refrain for a Prayer around the Cross service written by Susan Briehl in 2005 for a 

Global Mission Event of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

Sing repeatedly, in harmony. 
 

 
 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING           Minuet                           Georg Frideric Händel 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

+ + + SENDING + + + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Please be seated. 
 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 

BLESSING 
The God of love 
draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope 
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

SENDING SONG           ELW #543, Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 

 
…continued on p. 13… 

         Kids’ Cue 

 
Try holding your 

hands out, 
like you are 

receiving a big gift. 

           Kids’ Cue 
 
 

Throughout the 
hymn, ring a 

chime. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE                Go, My Children, with My Blessing                      arr. John Turner 

 

 
 
 

+ + + 
 

Serving in Today's Worship 
 

Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Organist:   Deacon Ruth Anderson 
Lector:    Joyce Owens 
Usher/Greeter:   Tami & Mark Woolsey 
Recorder:    Mark Boersma 
Guitar:    Sherry Krebs 
Tech:     Marlena La Paz 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

           Kids’ Cue 

 
Respond with 

loud joy. 

Kids’ Cue 
 

Go to the front of 
the room. 

Ask the Holy 
Communion 

helpers 
about the eternal 

flame candle. 
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A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have 
granted us permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let the 
staff know, and we will help find a solution that meets your needs. 
 
 

+ + + 
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