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“Make love your aim.” (1 Corinthians 14:1)
Dear People of Grace;

I have been reminded lately that coincidences often can be received as movements of the Spirit of God in our
lives. Here is an example.

April 23-26, I was in Kennewick WA for our Synod Assembly. By Friday evening, around 250 people from
across the synod were gathered to be Church together. We met at First Lutheran Church, where my good friend Pastor
JJ Dygert is serving. Those folks invested a great deal of time getting the place ready, setting up chairs and tables,
clearing rooms, preparing refreshments.

The widow of a recently deceased pastor of our synod brought many boxes of his books for giveaway. We
were invited to give a donation of money, all proceeds going to Lutheran World Relief. I visited the book room
periodically, wondering if I “needed” anything. Disciplining myself to take three books, I dropped a twenty and went
happily on my way.

One of these was “A Spirituality of Fundraising” by Henri Nouwen. Ever since I started reading his books in
college, I enjoyed Nouwen’s spiritual language and gentle style. I had heard this book referenced somewhere recently
and felt this was a happy coincidence.

Fundraising is proclaiming what we believe in such a way that we offer other people an opportunity to
participate with us in our vision and mission. Fundraising is precisely the opposite of begging. When
we seek to raise funds we are not saying, “Please, could you help us out because lately it’s been hard.”
Rather, we are declaring, “we have a vision that is amazing and exciting. We are inviting you to invest
yourself through the resources that God has given you — your energy, your prayers, and your money —
in this work to which God has called us.” Our invitation is clear and confident because we trust that our
vision and mission are like “trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and
their leaves do not wither” (pp. 16-17)

Two days later, Intern Pastor Laura and I were on retreat with other interns and supervisors. There was a
presentation given by Grace Pomroy, Director of the Stewardship Leaders Program at Luther Seminary. At the end of
her presentation, she gifted each of us with two stewardship books, one of them being “A Spirituality of Fundraising”
by Henri Nouwen.

Now, I have two copies of a book that had recently been on my radar. I will steward them well and give one
copy away! Happy, Spirit-coincidences are such a delight. The short verse at the top of my article is a beautiful way to
prepare for ministry down the road. Why give of ourselves for ministry? Love is our aim.

Easter and Pentecost blessings to you,
Pastor James Aalgaard

THE MISSION OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments so that a community of believers
18 created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.




Monthly Taizé Evening Prayer
Monday, May 11, at 6:30 p.m.

Join us on the second Monday of each month for prayer, meditation, song and readings using
the worship format based in Taiz¢, France. Taiz€ music is known for its easy-to-learn refrains
and layered harmonies. It is often accompanied with guitar, flute, piano, or other acoustic
instruments. Time for quiet reflection and prayer will be offered. (This prayer service will not
include Holy Communion.)

Words of wisdom for Eastertide from St. Augustine

“Here, ... amidst the dangers and the trials we and others must sing Alleluia, “‘for God is faithful and [God] will not
let you be tempted beyond your strength,” as Paul says. So then we must also sing here Alleluia. [We are] still
sinners, but God is faithful. Scripture does not say, “[God] will not let you be tempted,” but, “[God] will not let you
be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to
endure it.” ... How happy will be our shout of Alleluia there, how carefree, how secure from any adversary, where
there is no enemy, where no friend perishes. There praise is offered to God, and here, too, but here it is by [those]
who are anxious, there by [those] who are free from care, here by [those] who must die, there by [those] who will live
for ever. Here praise is offered in hope, there by [those] who enjoy the reality, here by [those] who are pilgrims on
the way, there by [those] who have reached their own country.

So, [friends], now let us sing Alleluia, not in the enjoyment of heavenly rest, but to sweeten our toil. Sing as travellers
sing along the road. but keep on walking. Solace your toil by singing — do not yield to idleness. Sing but keep on
walking. What do I mean by “walking”? I mean, press on from good to better. The apostle says there are some who
go from bad to worse. But if you press on, you keep on walking. Go forward then in virture, in true faith and right
conduct. Sing up — and keep on walking.

- Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (354-430)
Sermon 256

Bells of Grace Ringers enjoyed a celebratory end-of-

o X Deacon Ruth and Marshall Thomas warmed up the
season picnic at Washington Park.

group with funny stories before presenting silly awards.
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PENTECOST SUNDAY

Confirmation

Confirmation Sunday
May 24, 2026 Remember to

Wear Red!
Noah Dennis and Bennett Dunckel will be
confirmed in the Christian faith through
Affirmation of Baptism on Pentecost
Sunday, May 24. All are encouraged to
bring a card for them that day, sharing a
blessing for them, or a memory from your
own faith journey. God bless you, Noah and
Bennett! We are glad to include you in the
congregation’s life of faith and service to
the world.

Wenatchee Sings Messiah Returns

P Wenaichee Sings Messiah is more than a sing-along (of Parts I & II
3 , ... this 2026 production); it is a celebration of our community's
\ /I/ I St / spirit and love for the arts. It is a testament to our shared dedication
CSS LA [ /£ to creating, performing, and experiencing music that brings us closer

: : & together. Whether you are a seasoned performer or a passionate
‘ .. listener, your FREE presence enriches this communal expression of
® faith, hope, and love. Donations will be accepted to support
underprivileged music and arts students in the Valley.
% Let us revel in the joy of making music together, cherishing the

: ¥ bonds we form through our shared love for art and regional

connections. We look forward to a memorable evening filled with well-loved melodies and harmonies, fellowship,
and the timeless beauty of Handel's Messiah.

Handel’s

-Dr. Marshall Thomas, Producer

Join guest conductors, musicians from the Wenatchee Symphony, and soloists from the Valley along with community
members who form the choir.

Wenatchee Sings Messiah takes place on Friday, May 15 at 7:00 p.m. here at Grace. The event is free, underwritten
by Grace’s Zacher Fund and Friday Night Out series. Donations at the door go entirely to the Building Better
Tomorrows Foundation, assisting young music and arts students.

Reservations are strongly encouraged to ensure a seat. Call 509-663-2189 by May 8.
Those without reservations are seated first-come, first-served.
Bring your own score for Parts I and I1, if you have them. (Limited scores available on loan.)



OPEN HOUSE

You're all invited to our
Open House
May 9™ 2 to 4
You can be a church mouse!

Light refreshments & music
Mini-tours all around;
Come experience our remodel
With glad, joyful sound!

Ensembles will play
In several new places;
Sure to bring lots of smiles
As you review, the changes, in spaces!

Again, come Saturday, May 9"
From 2 until 4
We welcome your Vvisit —
Come Grace our front door.

Grace Lutheran Church, 1408 Washington Street, Wenatchee, cordially invites you to
join us on May 9, 2-4 PM, for an Open House in our newly renovated building. Light
refreshments will be served, mini tours offered, musical moments enjoyed, and good
fellowship shared. Your presence will be a blessing.




Pianist Inna Faliks Mesmerizes Audiences

On April 17 and 18, world-class musician Inna Faliks astonished young and old alike with her outstanding playing,
sharing and teaching. We are grateful to the Zacher Fund for underwriting her visit, to all those behind-the-scenes
volunteers that weekend, and to generous listeners who contributed more than $1,000. in donations to assist area
Ukrainian immigrants and underprivileged music & arts students through Building Better Tomorrows Foundation.

THANK YOU!

Ms. Faliks worked with 3 young pianists in a masterclass.



All are invited to play board games, card
games, dice games, dominoes, etc.

GLC Congregational Game Night is held in the
Fellowship Hall.

# Bring your favorite game or use one of ours.
Bring your family and friends.
% Bring a snack to share.
Beverages are provided.

Young, old, and in between, EVERYONE 1s

invited to an evening of fun and fellowship.

GAME NIGHT DATE CHANGES . . . Due to musical offerings at Grace in May, our regularly scheduled Game

Night will be hgld on Friday, May 8, in the Fellowship Hall. We will resume our regularly scheduled game nights
in June. Come join the fellowship and make some new friends!



Mothers & Children to Sing on Mother’s Day

Mothers, grandmothers and children of all ages are welcome to form an “occasional choir” on Sunday, May 10. We
will have a brief rehearsal at 10:15 in the Rehearsal Room Sunday, May 3 and at 10:00 May 10 near the grand piano
in the sanctuary. Join us in praising God during this joyful Eastertide!

Open House Help Needed

Cookies: If you are able to help provide cookies for the open house on May 9, please contact Jan Romey at 509-679-
7044. Thank you!

Invitations: We are looking for people to distribute a one-page May 9, Open House invitation to our neighbors’
doorsteps. Please consider taking your daily walk through the streets surrounding Grace Lutheran Church and leaving
our Open House invitation with our neighbors. Many hands will make light work of this. A map will be provided
and you would only be asked to cover a few blocks. Anyone living in a condo association, apartment building, or
retirement complex is asked to put our invitation on their bulletin board. There is a signup sheet available in the
narthex. Distribution can be on your time schedule so long as completed by May 6. Maps and packets can be picked
up at the church. You are, of course, encouraged to distribute our invitation within your own neighborhood if you
wish.

— Craft Night Young Adults of Grace
. -~ Friday, May 29
g 7:00 p.m. Young adults of Grace are invited to gather together

to have a time of checking in with light snacks,
Craft Night is back on! Let's get together the last Friday prayer, and conversation. Pastor James will be the
of the month at 7:00 p.m. to work on our projects facilitator. Friends are welcome! We meet in the
together! Bring snacks to share if you want to, and we'll library at 6:30 p.m. on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of
have a good time together. each month. Spread the word!

New Member Classes

Together at Grace Meal

« Are you interested in learning more about Grace Lutheran Church?

« Interested in membership? Just curious? Interested in getting to

« know other Grace folk? There will be three class sessions after

E worship, starting June 7, primarily led by Pastor James Aalgaard.

* Topics include: a brief overview of major theological themes for

¢ Lutherans, an overview of our congregation and ministry structure,

¢ and other topics such as our pattern for worship. A sign-up sheet can
+ be found in the narthex hall that leads to the fellowship hall. We are
+ looking forward to getting to know you better! Location TBD.

We have resumed our Wednesday
“T@G” meals each Wednesday at 5:15
p-m. Invite your friends! These
mealtimes are a good way to check in
with one another and enjoy a time of
fellowship and great food. Please
consider signing up to provide a meal.

June 7, after our 9:30 a.m. worship (includes brunch)
June 14, after our 9:30 a.m. worship

June 21, after our 9:30 a.m. worship

June 28, (during worship) — New Member Sunday



g~ Hou to Ruin
3 Perfertly Bood Faith
(Reeording to a —-i\

Senior Demon)

Baccalaureate &

Commencement : C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters—
11:00 a.m. | 3:00 p.m. | e 4

Intern Laura is graduating! Come for the satire. Stay for the
uncomfortable recognition.
You’re invited to watch the livestream of commencement '
from Wartburg Theological Seminary on Sunday, May 17 i
at 1:00 p.m. (Pacific) via Wartburg’s Facebook page.
Thank you for being part of this journey!

Vacation Bible School Vacation Bihle School

“At the Table” Vﬂlung}S
REGISTRATION IS OPEN! NEED
presliud August 10 - 13

9:00 -12:00
Grace Lutheran Church Grac?ilutheranpm
{3
v

Church
g 4 . Contact your
%" @ Leadership for
r \

g
e I@! 1 more information.

/ :"J /
[ | |

ﬁﬁﬁﬂ Use the QR Code or visit
%«ﬁ FirstUMchurch.org for the link




SOCIAL CONCERNS TEAM

Benevolence Highlight: WHS Panther House

At the Social Concerns Team February Meeting, the team elected to have Wenatchee High School’s (WHS) Panther
House as a Benevolence for 2026. A quarterly payment of $450 will be given to the WHS Panther House to help
students and their families with basic needs. The Panther House is located by the counseling offices at WHS.

The Panther House provides essential support to approximately 100 students and their families each month by
supplying food, hygiene items, clothing, graduation gear, student fees and food. The monies help ensure students’
basic needs are met so they can focus on their education and well-being.

Funding support allows Panther House to continue serving students and families who rely on this resource and ensure
that no student goes without essential items due to financial hardship.

Below is a copy of the Thank You letter from WHS Principal and Panther House Coordinator.
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June/July Newsletter

We will be publishing a June/July issue of the newsletter at the beginning of June. If you have items that you would
like included, please e-mail them (as a Word document) to office@glcwen.org by May 22. Any July information that
is not available for the newsletter will be shared with the congregation via e-mail, weekly bulletins and the website.

Summer Worship Schedule Begins June 7

For the summer months, we will have one Sunday morning worship service at 9:30 a.m., beginning June 7.


mailto:office@glcwen.org

Susan Hendrickson  5/1 Andrew Redmon  5/10 Vickie Cunderla  5/23
Kyrie Blue 5/6 Jeffrey Redmon 5/10 Noah Heminger  5/23
Denise Coppock 5/6 Ross Miller 5/11 Caroline Tilger 5/23
Jayke Olson 5/6 Stephanie Johnson 5/13 Megan Hunt 5/25
Sara Bates 57 Julie Banken 5/14 Sherry Krebs 5/26
Bailey Henson 5/7 Dan Luke 5/14 Doug Miller 5/26
Rob Magnussen 5/8 Megan Campbell ~ 5/16 Grady Gausman  5/29
JuLee Fiebelkorn 5/9 Brion Salter 5/16 Marcia Fall 5/31
Oliver Zanol 5/9 Hilary Martinez 5/20 Ruth Flanigan 5/31

*

PRAYERS OF GRACE

Martha Ann Hames and her daughter-in-law Robin — prayers for safe travel as they move Martha Ann to North
Carolina where she will be close to family, and prayers for Martha Ann as she settles into her new home.

Tom Gausman and family—prayers of comfort for Tom and his family as they mourn the death of his mother
Eleanor Gausman. Rest eternal grant her, Oh Lord, and my Light Perpetual shine upon her.

The family of John Webster (uncle to some of Linda Sinnett’s grandchildren) — Peace and comfort for John’s
family. John died after a long battle with cancer.

Dan Martinson (Ann Bartlett’s brother)—Dan is home from the hospital. Prayers for his continued recovery.

Mother of Monet Watson (family friend of The Gregg family) - Monet’s mother was shot in a drive by shooting in
California. Prayers for her recovery.

Diane Senn and family - God’s comfort for Diane and her family as they mourn the death of her son Jared Joel
Senn. Rest eternal grant him, Oh Lord, and may Light Perpetual shine upon him.

Dan Hutchison - Dan has started a new medical treatment. Prayers for comfort for Dan and for a successful
course of treatment. Also, emotional support for Joe Trowbridge as he navigates this time for Dan.

Beth Smallbeck — Beth is home after four weeks in the ICU due to complications from her surgery in February.
Continued prayers for her recovery are appreciated.

David Thomas (Marshall Thomas’ brother) - prayers for healing as he faces serious health issues.

Elizabeth Revelise (Chris Prince’s wife) - for healing, strength and the rebuilding of immunity as she continues
chemotherapy.

Paul Arndt - pulmonary fibrosis, which is untreatable.

To submit a prayer, please call (509-663-2189) or email our church office or Pastor Aalgaard. Please share with us

details that are pertinent to the request. If you are asking us to pray for a person other than yourself, please seek that
person’s permission. Prayer requests are published for four weeks. You are welcome to resubmit your request if you
would like it to remain on the list longer. Updates are welcome, also. We will do our best to help your request have a
balance of privacy protection and sharing information. The ministry staff at Grace reserves the right to edit requests.
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May Worship Assistants

Greeters Assisting Lector Altar Guild Tech Communion
Minister Assistant
5/3 Joyce Owens Marlena La Paz | Colleen Smith
5/10 Erik Olson
517 Denise Miller | Asher Campbell
5/24 Adam Dunbar Colleen Smith
5/31 Joyce Owens Erik Olson Karen Zanol

Seeking Worship Helpers

Volunteer helpers make our worship run smoothly. We would love to expand our volunteer pool. Here is a link to a
"google sheet" where you can put your name on an open slot. If you are having a hard time navigating the google
sheet, please call (509-663-2189) or email our church office or Pastor Aalgaard and we can help.

Please note! The google sheet is a single document that can be changed (and added to) by anyone who has the link.
You are very welcome to add your name to a slot that's empty, but please do not remove others' names or otherwise
change the form.

LECTIONARY READINGS

Sunday, May 3 Sunday, May 10 Sunday, May 17 Sunday, May 24 Sunday, May 31
5™ Sunday of Easter 6™ Sunday of Easter 7™ Sunday of Easter Day of Pentecost The Holy Trinity
Acts 7:55-60 Acts 17:22-31 Acts 1:6-14 Acts 2:1-21 Genesis 1:1-2:4a
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Psalm 66:8-20 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b Psalm 8
1 Peter 2:2-10 1 Peter 3:13-22 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
John 14:1-14 John 14:15-21 John 17:1-11 John 20-19-23 Matthew 28:16-20

ANNA & MIRIAM CIRCLES

Anna Circle will meet on Tuesday, May 19, at 10:00 a.m. at Grace. If you have questions, feel free to contact
Linda Sinnett or Faye DeJong.

Miriam Circle will meet on Tuesday, May 19, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Lisa burgett. Please contact the church
office if you have any questions.


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rKEyuwrs8LkH948n_Kt8NRySQvVsntcvtshJT5bLu-I/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rKEyuwrs8LkH948n_Kt8NRySQvVsntcvtshJT5bLu-I/edit?gid=0#gid=0
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mailto:blsinnett@yahoo.com
mailto:jddejong@aol.com

TREASURER TALK: 3/31/26 Results

At the end of the first quarter of 2026 total offerings were $126,889 compared to $129,543 in 2025. Interest earned
for this period in 2026 was $5,013 compared to $23,185 in 2025. The 2026 budgeted amount for offerings was
$102,258 and $3,500 for interest. Expenses were $124,734 versus the budgeted amount of $138,647. Net Operating
Income of $7,168 compares favorably to projected budget deficit ($32,889) but we are behind compared to 2025.

Jan-March 2025 Jan-March 2026 2026 Budget Actual Less
Budget
Offerings, Misc & Int $152,728 $131,902 $105,758 $26,144
Operating Expenses $133,634 $124,734 $138,647 ($13,913)
Net Margin (Deficit) $19,094 $7,168 ($32,889)
Cash on hand $175,581 includes Treasurer Reserve of $40,000.
02/28/26 3/31/26
Cash Surplus Position $139,173 $135,581
Treasurer Reserve 40,000 40,000
Deficit Reserve
Total $179,173 $175,581

Dennis Burgett

COUNCIL CORNER

1. Preparations are underway for the May 9 open house. It will involve guided tours of the new facilities,
refreshments, and presentations by various congregation musical groups.

2. Council discussed a possible capital fundraising drive to provide for needed items--such as new windows in the
office wing--that were not completed in the recent remodeling (which was largely funded by the Fox gift and not
by congregational members).

3. Building and Grounds have several short-term goals in association with the recent renovations: emptying the
storage container (which has begun); seeding the lawns and installing a sprinkler system; and purchasing blinds for
the office windows.

4. The Arts Team presented ideas for the placement of art works in the remodeled building areas and the sanctuary.

2026 TEAM & COMMITTEE LEADERS

Arts: Marshall Thomas
Building & Grounds: Dave Coe, Tom Gausman
Endowment: Karen Zanol

Faith Formation: Open

2026 CHURCH COUNCIL

President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Suellen Harris
Tom Gausman
Dennis Burgett
Jody Marquardt

Fellowship:
Graceful Garden:

Pastoral Support:
Staff Support:
Social Concerns:

Stream Team:
Worship:

Youth & Community:

Memorial Garden:

Open

Linda Sinnett

Julie Banken

Open

Kay Fisher, Mike Sweeney,
Bob Bartlett

Marlena La Paz

Kathy Gavin

Open

Ernie Bentsen

Members-at-Large:

Tory Schmidt
Kristen Thorstenson
Paula Salter

Tami Woolsey
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Recital

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
5" Sunday of 6:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 11:00 a.m. 7:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m.
Easter Intern Team Arts Team Lectionary Study Morning Prayer Game Night Graceful Garden
Gene?;?i(())ns in 7:00 p.m. Wenatchee 5:15 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Worlk Party
Grace Appleaires Circle of Men T@G Meal Book Club 2:00 p.m.
. 6:15 p.m. GLC Open
10:30 a.m. Bells of Grace House
Worship
. 7:30 p.m.
Y(?u?l(g) IX(Iinu'lts Voices of Grace
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
6™ Sunday of 6:30 p.m. 3:30 p.m. 11:00 a.m. 7:00 a.m. 7:00 p.m.
Easter Evening Prayer B & G Team Lectionary Study | Morning Prayer | Wenatchee Sings
9:30 7:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m. 5:15 p.m. 11:00 a.m. the Messiah
Confirmation Appleaires Drum Circle T@G Meal BeFrienders
5:00 p.m. 6:15 p.m. 5:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m. Ukelele Group Bells of Grace BBT Board
Worship 7:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
WCM Voices of Grace Book Club
7:00 p.m.
Appleaires
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
7" Sunday of 9:00 - 5:30 9:00 - 5:30 9:00 - 5:30 Newsletter
Easter Piano Guild Piano Guild Piano Guild Deadline
9:30 6:30 p.m. 10:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 7:00 a.m.
Generations in Grace Recital Anna Circle Lectionary Study Morning Prayer
10:30 a.m. . .
Worship 7:00 p.m. S 5:(1)(::p.m. TogSt.l}esr l;;nCl}'race W(S)rslkirl)) :lr“lcle;im
2:00 p.m. Applealres OC61300 oncerns Meal
Ukes at Cogir :00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m. Church Council 6:15 p.m ' '
. . . P R l
4:00 p.m. WVMTA Bells of Grace fano Recita
Appleaires C t 7:00 p.m. Book Club
ppleaires Conce WCM 7:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m. o ) Voices of Grace
Young Adults Miriam Circle
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Day of Pentecost 7:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m. 11:00 a.m. 7:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m.
Appleaires Drum Circle Lectionary Study Morning Prayer Craft Night Piano Recital
10:30 a.m.
Worshi 7:00 p.m. 5:15 p.m. . m.
P Wenatchee Circle | Together at Grace Grai eofglpGI:r den
of Men Meal
7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
Piano Recital Book Club
31
The Holy Trinity
10:30 a.m.
Worship
2:00 p.m.
Ukes at Blossom
Creek
2,4, & 6 p.m.




GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church In America
1408 Washington Street

Wenatchee, WA 98801-2555

(509) 663-2189

Return Service Requested

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF

Pastor James Aalgaard Pastor
pastor@glcwen.org

Deacon Ruth Anderson Director of Music Ministries
deacon@glcwen.org

Laura Olsen Pastoral Intern
intern@glcwen.org

Jen Pearson -Gale Office Administrator
office@glcwen.org
Ann Martinson-Bartlett Office Assistant

SUNDAY WORSHIP

10:30 a.m.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Friday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

CONTACT
(509) 663-2189
office@glcwen.org

WEBSITE
www.glcwen.org
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