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                8th Sunday after Pentecost  

                                

Sunday, July 19, 2026  
    9:30am 
 
 
               Now the Feast and Celebration 

 
               Grace Lutheran Church 
                        Wenatchee, WA 
 
  

Welcome to Grace! 
 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 
We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 
 
You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 
 
As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist. 
  
Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  
 
If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a 
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery 
available during our worship gathering.  You will find it down the administrative wing, on the left. 
 
Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments so 
that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 
Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 
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Introduction to the day 
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that 
both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and 
suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the 
Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
 
 

 + + + GATHERING + + + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
WELCOME & KIDS' TALK 
 
 
PRELUDE                          Praise and Thanksgiving                 James D. Holloway   

Judy Olson, guest organist 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                          ELW #689, Praise and Thanksgiving 

Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 

 

 
 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 

 

 
SONG OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit 
nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Please be seated. 

 

+ + + WORD + + + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8 
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God, through 
whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

      6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
 I am the first, and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8 Do not fear or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 86 
 

 
 

 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25 
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps 
us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and 
decay. 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13 for if you 
live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery 
to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 
revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, 20 for the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that 
the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the 
pains of labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and 
causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 
who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among 
the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 
well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to 
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you 
would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest 
time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.’ ” 
 

  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us 
the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 
Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children 
of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Please be seated. 
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SERMON 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY            ELW #516, Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 
 

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through 
the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

   + + + MEAL + + + 
    God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

To donate electronically, use this QR code.  

 
MUSICAL OFFERING                    Toccata Giacosa                        Gilbert M. Martin 

Judy Olson, guest organist 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
OFFERTORY SONG 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 

 

 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …  join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed… for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 

Please be seated. 
 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONG            ELW #464, Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal 
Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 
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MUSICAL OFFERING         Holy God, We Praise Your Name            Michael Burkhardt 
Judy Olson, guest organist 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood  
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and for ever. Amen 
 
 
POST COMMUNION SONG 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
+ + + SENDING + + + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG            Bring Forth the Kingdom 

 
… continued on p. 15 … 
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DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near.  
Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE              Festival Finale                           Malcolm Archer 

Judy Olson, guest organist 

 
+ + + 

 
 

Serving in Today's Worship 
  

Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Pastoral Intern:  Intern Laura Olsen 
Greeter/Usher:  Dave & Sue Coe 
Lector:    John Hergert 
Cantor:   Jody Marquardt 
Tech:     Marlena La Paz 
 
   

+ + + 
 
 
 

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have 
granted us permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let the 
staff know, and we will help find a solution that meets your needs. 
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