
 

 

 

A Daily Friendship 

 

“Love one another… …lay down (your) life for (your) friends… …You are my friends if you do what I 

command you… …I do not call you servants any longer… …but I have called you friends… …You did 

not choose me, but I chose you…” (Jesus in John 15:12-16)  

 

   Dear people of Grace; The gospel reading for May 6th has Jesus, the Light of the World, God-in-the-flesh, calling us 
friends and commanding us to love one another, even laying down our lives for one another. Pretty remarkable, if you 
ask me. Friend of God. Wow. “God” and “Friend” might be a natural pairing for you, but the world doesn’t tip in that 
direction. If the loudest voices in the world think of God much at all, God is understood as more a source of power, a 
permission-giver, one who blesses or sanctions, anointing actions and attitudes that may or may not originate in God. I 
think these approaches miss something very important. Laying down one’s life and being friends calls us to a different 

way: it’s much more about a relationship and much less about getting something done. 

   You have a daily friendship in Christ Jesus. It has a “two-way-ness” that’s often forgotten. 

   Author Priscilla Long, in Minding the Muse: A  Handbook for Painters, Composers, Writers, and Other Creators, 
writes about the daily work of returning to the creative process. This speaks to me because I see friendship with Christ 
as a relationship of freedom and creativity. Please read this quote with your daily friendship with Christ in mind (and, 
don’t get hung up on the word “work,” as if you need to earn your relationship. We are people who live by grace 

given to us as a work of the Holy Spirit, not our own efforts): 

It’s not about working fast. It’s about returning to the work day after day, inquiring of it what it needs and 
giving it what it asks for. It’s a conversation, a dialogue, at times an argument. It’s a relationship. As long as 
we keep steady, keep the faith, keep on returning to the work, the work will keep on giving us back what we 

need to complete it. 

   We will soon be in the time after Pentecost, a long season meant to help us grow in Christ. I hope to develop a better 
habit of nurturing the daily friendship I have in Christ, to get a sense more and more of the freedom and creativity this 
friendship opens me up to. I’ve already learned that my daily friendship in Christ manifests almost immediately in my 

friendships with you. 
 

   My time away this May: Days off: May 7, 14, 21, 28. Vacation: May 4, May 25 

 

Together!  

Pastor James Aalgaard 
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6th Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, 5/6 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

ELW Setting 1 

Ascension of our Lord 

Sunday, 5/13 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

ELW Setting 1 

Day of Pentecost 

Sunday, 5/20 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

ELW Setting 1 

Holy Trinity 

Sunday, 5/27 

Worship 9:00 a.m. 

ELW Setting 3 

Scripture Readings 

Acts 10:44-48  
Psalm 98  

1 John 5:1-6  
John 15:9-17 

Scripture Readings 

Acts 1:1-11  
Psalm 47  

Ephesians 1:15-23  
Luke 24:44-53 

Scripture Readings 

Acts 2:1-21  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  

Romans 8:22-27  
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

Scripture Readings 

Isaiah 6:1-8  
Psalm 29  

Romans 8:12-17  
John 3:1-17 

Greeters 

 

Greeters 

 

Greeters 

 

Greeters 

 

Acolytes 

Meghan & Courtney Brown 

Acolytes 

Conrad & Darren Lake 

Acolytes 

Virginia & Andria Hwang 

Acolytes 

Jeffrey & Andrew Redmon 

Altar Guild 

Sue Marshall 
Altar Guild 

JuLee Fiebelkorn 

Altar Guild 

Hollie Olson 

Altar Guild 

Denise Miller 

Communion Assistants 

Jan Herman, Denise Miller, 
Riva Morgan,  

Sophie Fiebelkorn 

Communion Assistants 

Gary & Kathy Otheim 

Communion Assistants 

Abby Reed,  
Beth Smallbeck 

Communion Assistants 

Colleen Smith, 
Karen Zanol 

Lector 

Marilyn Abel 
Lector 

Dee Ann Gregg 

Lector 

Marcia Fall 
Lector 

Joyce Fisher 

Sound Technician 

Ken Machtley 

Sound Technician 

Mike Mueller 
Sound Technician 

Rob Salter 
Sound Technician 

Joanne Dalinkus 

Ushers 

Pat & Robin Brown 

Ushers 

Wolf Mueller, 
Joyce Owens 

Ushers 

Tom Gausman, 
Helen Morton 

Ushers 

Karen & Tim Zanol 

Flowers 

 

Flowers 

Jane Hensel 
Flowers 

Diane Senn 

Flowers 

Milt & Jan Herman 

Wednesday, 5/9 

Worship 5:15 p.m. 

Prayer Around the Cross 

Wednesday, 5/16 

Worship 5:15 p.m. 

Holden Evening Prayer 

Wednesday, 5/23 

Worship 5:15 p.m. 

Iona Vespers 

Wednesday, 5/30 

Worship 5:15 p.m. 

Prayer Around the Cross 

Altar Guild 

Jennifer McMahon 

Altar Guild 

Denise Miller 
Altar Guild 

Jan Herman 

Altar Guild 

Tami Woolsey 

Lector 

Denise Miller 
Lector 

Trish Simmons 

Lector 

Denise Miller 
Lector 

Andy Sheets 



 

 

HOME 

 

Home is…Throughout our lives, we have many different places we call home.  We have 
our childhood home, church home, family home, vacation home, nursing home, foster 
home, first home, and lake home to name a few.   

 

All of these are physical structures that we inhabit at different times in our lives; however, the home I am writing about 
is the emotional feeling of home.  It reminds me of a quote from Saint Augustine, What is grace?  I know until you ask 

me; when you ask me, I do not know.”  We can all describe the physical structure of a home we have lived in, but can 
we describe the emotional feeling of being home?  
 

Each of these homes has many memories, some more important than others.  If you are reading this letter, there is a 
very good chance you have a place you call your church home.  I have attended more than one church in my life, but 
there is only one I call home. 
 

What has inspired this letter is the many stories people have shared about being home when they are at a church. 
Recently I met with a woman who came to Grace to discuss her father’s memorial service.  She spoke of her memories 
growing up here at Grace.  After I heard several wonderful memories, she asked me if we could go to the sanctuary.  
As we entered and she walked toward the baptismal font, she stated, “This is like coming home.”  As we stood there, 
she shared more childhood stories of her time at Grace with her family.  
 

Another lady I visited with at a care facility would tell me every time that I visited that she missed her church home, 
but when her life came to an end she would be returning home to Grace Lutheran Church.  And she did just that.  
 

Most people tell me about being baptized, confirmed, and/or married here.  They talk about where they sat in church, 
who the pastor was at the time, the choirs, and the fellowship.  They talk about the good times and the bad times.  But 
the greatest part is when they say, “this is home.”   
 

My belief is that this warm feeling of peace and home come to us through the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit breathes life and 
breath into us at times when we are not expecting.  It may be when you enter the church.  It may be when you hear the 
words of a song that moves you emotionally.  It may be a word the preacher says that grabs hold of your attention.  It 
may be the people sitting around you that have their own faith journey story that keeps bringing them back to this 
place some call the church while others call it home, and it may be the peace be with you they receive from their 
neighbor sitting next to them in church.  I could fill pages with stories of people that Grace Lutheran Church has been 
their home for most, if not all, of their lives, and pages of stories of people who have found their way back to the 
church and upon entering, tell their story with tears in their eyes of returning home.   
 

Home…“The ache for home lives in all of  us,  

the safe place where we can go as we are and not be questioned.”   
– Maya Angelou 

   
 

When I first arrived at Grace Lutheran Church in the fall of 2017, the first thing I said when walking into the sanctuary 
was, "This is just like home."  It was such a relief to be in a church building that resembled my home church in 
Minnesota in so many ways.  Then the people arrived and the love, compassion, and kindness for my husband and me 
were overwhelming.  Grace has become more than a physical structure, it has become home. 

 

Blessings and peace be with you all! 
 

Intern Donna 

 

Time Away:  May 19-27:  Travel to MN for graduation and approval interview. 

From the desk of 

Intern Donna 



 

 



 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

Members of Grace, 
Thank you so much for donating the yarn and the beautiful hats you made.  Your 
donation is wonderful and your kindness is so awesome.  Feel free to stop in and see all 
of the hats that our ladies have made. 
Thank you again,  The Hat Project 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Thank you very much for all the support you gave to my family and me during my most recent visit to the hospital.  
Your good thoughts and wishes helped me to get back to “real life.” 

Much love, Tony Fisher 
 

To the Pastors and Members of Grace Lutheran Church, 

Members of Moses Lake Medical Team would like to thank you for hosting the choir concert of Breath of Aire as a 
fundraiser for our team.  Your volunteer workers were great.  Everything was so nicely prepared and set up for the 
choir and those of us from MLMT.  The refreshments and sandwiches were wonderful, the dressing rooms were set up 
in such a perfect manner and the reception during intermission was perfect.  You were awesome in making for a 

perfect evening.   

We thank you so much for providing for us and providing a space for an amazing concert. 

The concert raised $11,498 for the evening with the expenses of $2,206.24 

This was nothing short of a tremendous fundraiser.  This money will all go to providing medications that are used in 
the team’s mission.  Thank you for being such an integral part of the ministry of health that our team has been blessed 

to provide. 

Most sincerely,  
Frances D. Irwin, RN retired 

Team Treasurer 

Thank you! 

Susan Hendrickson 5/1 Stephanie Johnson 5/13 Noah Heminger 5/23 

Denise Coppock 5/6 Julie Banken 5/14 Caroline Tilger 5/23 

Jesse Olson 5/6 Brion Salter 5/16 Megan Hunt 5/25 

JuLee Fiebelkorn 5/9 Sylvia Lyons 5/19 Doug Miller 5/26 

Andrew Redmon 5/10 Beth Smallbeck 5/19 Grady Gausman 5/29 

Jeffrey Redmon 5/10 Hilary Martinez 5/20 Ruthella Skagen 5/30 

Ross Miller 5/11 Vickie Cunderla 5/23 Marcia Fall 5/31 

 
     



 

 

Dear Youth of Grace, 

You amaze me!  At a time when life is so full...with 
school, church, family, activities, friends, learning, 
growing up, and trying to get enough sleep, you still are 

amazing! 

You are still so open to looking beyond yourself –  

• to see the good in others and the world, 

• to see what positive change you can be, 

• to see how you can take care of others, to love, to 

show compassion, 

• to look beyond the stereotypes that our society places, 
to see the real person and to be good with knowing and 

loving the person, 

• to see another for who they are and where they are, 
with all of their faults and to not judge but to accept 

and love. 

If ever your burden seems too much to carry, remember to 
lean on one another!  Plus, don’t forget the adults 
surrounding you, we are here to help even if we don’t 

always have the answer. 

God has given our church and our community a wonderful 

gift – of hope and love embodied in our youth! 

Again, you are amazing! 

Blessings,  me 

Concert and Auction 

Coming Sunday, May 13 - join the youth for an evening of musical entertainment, 
delicious desserts, and bidding fun!  People of all ages are encouraged to participate 
in the concert!   If you would like to sign up, or have questions, please contact Celia 
Gale at celiarose9859@gmail.com or 393-1992.   
This event is a fundraiser for the group going to the Youth 

Gathering in Houston this summer.  If you have an item you would like to donate for the auction, 
please let Beth know (youthandfamily@glcwen.org) and then bring it to church anytime between 
May 6 and May 11.   

On Sunday, May 20, Grace Lutheran will be confirming the following youth during 
worship at 9:00 a.m. 

  

 

 

 

 

These 7 youth have completed their studies and are now willing to accept the faith their 
parents proclaimed for them at their baptism.   

Please join us in this celebration. 
  

The confirmation small groups will present their projects Sunday, May 13,  
during Faith Formation following worship.  Please join us. 

Sunday, May 20 
  

9:00 a.m. 

Courtney Coe 

Erik DuLac 

Evan Mueller 

Andrew Redmon 

Jeffrey Redmon 

 

Dayne  Russ 

Molly Salter 

VBS Registration forms are on page 7 and are also 

available from the church office.  Invite your friends! 



 

 



 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS TEAM 

Thirty-nine people participated in the Pastor Ernie Collard Walk/Run for World 
Hunger on April 14. We give a big “THANK YOU” to chairperson Gary Otheim 
for his super job of organizing this wonderful event. We also thank Paul Collard, 
Pastor Ernie’s son, for writing and receiving a Thrivent Action Grant that paid for 
the cost of water and refreshments for this fun event. $501 was raised for ELCA 
World Hunger! Kris Reiser was the champion runner with a time of 25.01 

minutes for the 5 kilometer race. 

 

 

 

 

The Social Concerns Team sponsored the April Bingo evening on Friday, April 13. 
This event brings good participation from many special needs adults. These bingo 
events are held the 2nd Friday of each month. If you would like to volunteer at this 
monthly event, please contact our chairman, Gloria Foster, at 393-0345 or 
gloriafoster697@gmail.com. Another way to help is by providing prizes for Bingo 

night; you may leave prizes in the Bingo night box in the narthex. 

Social Concerns Team members recently made spring visits to Grace Lutheran shut-ins. They presented a 

bouquet of flowers to each shut-in from all of us at Grace Lutheran. Recipients seem to love these visits. 

First Place 

Kris Reiser 

The King’s Garden Preschool 

Sole 2 Soul 5K Fun Run/Walk 

Saturday June 9 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Sole 2 Soul is our main fundraiser for our scholarship fund.  This 
family-friendly event begins and ends at Pybus Public Market.  There 
is also a 1K event for kids.  Registration is just $20 and includes a t-
shirt.  Children under 10 are free. 
 

We are appreciative of 2 business sponsors from Grace Lutheran 
members- Armada and McQuaig!! Thanks for the support!  
 

Come join us Saturday, June 9 for a fun 5k walk/run!! 
 

Sign up online: 
 

- https://www.webscorer.com/register?raceid=125664 



 

 

Week of 3/25 Attendance .......................... (Sun) 211 

Weekly Offering ...................................... $10,495.02 

Week of 4/1 Attendance(Sun) 142 & 243 & (Wed) 12 

Weekly Offering ........................................ $9,660.96  
Week of  4/8 Attendance ....... (Sun) 136 & (Wed) 12 

Weekly Offering ........................................ $9,384.55  

Week of 4/15 Attendance ...... (Sun) 178 & (Wed) 20 

Weekly Offering ...................................... $11,503.55  
Week of 4/22 Attendance ...... (Sun) 151 & (Wed) 14 

Weekly Offering ........................................ $6,498.75 

Council Corner 

1. This coming Tuesday, May 1 at 6:30 PM the Staff and Council will have a dinner to share and communicate with 
each other.  Taco bar time!  We also will have a guest that will review how Grace can be pro active with church 
preparedness concerning safety for our staff, members and visitors. 

2. Lindsay Henning reviewed The Ministry Road Map for Year 1 that was discussed at the Team Leader Meeting on 
April 12, 2018.  The date for implementation is June 1, 2018. More to follow shortly. 

3. Grace will be welcoming our new Intern, Wayne Shipman.  He will be arriving on August 30th!  Stay tuned for 
more details about Wayne in the near future. 

4. Constitution update:  Jody was assured that Grace’s Constitution/by-laws is on the Synod’s agenda for their 
meeting later this week.  She was also assured by the Synod representative yesterday that all looked to be in order.  
Great work to Jody and her team for all of their work on getting this process completed and to Synod!    

2018 GLC FINANCIAL UPDATE:  (through 3/31/2018) 
$114,394     Total Income from offerings, gifts, and misc. 
$137,658     Total Operating Expenses 

$ -23,264     Shortage 

 

Lute Loop Bike Ride 
  

Sunday, May 20 

3:00 p.m. 
  

 

Members and friends of Grace are invited to bicycle the Riverfront Loop together.  On Pentecost Sunday, we'll gather 
at the foot of 5th Street - bikers, joggers, walkers, spectators, and friends are welcome.  We'll have cool treats at the 
finish.  Call the McQuaigs (665-9000) if you have any questions or if you need a bike to borrow.  See you on the 
Loop! 

Grace Lutheran Quilts 
 

More than 100 quilts, made by our dedicated Grace 
Quilters, were dedicated on Sunday, April 15.  Most of 
these quilts are given to Lutheran World Relief.  They are 
then sent all over the world to people in need.  Some quilts 
stay in our own community: each graduating senior 
chooses a quilt as a reminder of their Grace family, and 
others are kept for people in need locally.  High school 
seniors will receive their quilts during worship on Sunday, 
May 13. 



 

 

 

FUND FOR THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 

 

The Church Council has passed a resolution to establish a designated fund for financial assistance to members of 
Grace Lutheran Church who attend Christian Divinity Schools and Seminaries.  If you wish to contribute,please make 
out your checks to Grace Lutheran Church and designate on the check that it is specifically for the “Fund for 
Theological Education.”  Thank you for supporting the future theologians and pastors of the church. 

2018 TEAM LEADERS 

 

Arts: Phil Gregg 

Building & Grounds: Phoebe Nelson 

Endowment: Inku Hwang 

Evangelism: Robin Brown 

Faith Enrichment: Jody Marquardt 
Fellowship: Shirley Leslie 

Intern: Jan Herman 

Pastoral Support: Micah Florea 

Personnel: Ernie Bentsen 

Social Concerns: Annette Mueller 
Stewardship: Melinda Johnson 

Worship: Denise Miller 
Youth: Jen Pearson-Gale 

 

2018 CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

President:  Chad DuLac 

President Elect:  Lindsay Henning 

Past President:  Bob Black  
Treasurer:  Dick Craven 

Secretary:  Colleen Smith  
Members-at-Large: Jody Marquardt 
    Shirley Leslie  
    Rebecca Lake  
    Andy Sheets 

This month’s meeting will be hosted by Wanda Rivedal 
at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, May 24.  Please contact 
Wanda (663-6654) with any questions. 

PRAYER 

SHAWL 

MINISTRY 

Miriam Circle meets Tuesday, May 15, at 7:00 p.m. at Melissa 
Herrick’s home (470-8104). 
 

Anna Circle meets Tuesday, May 8, at 10:00 a.m. at the church.  
Hostesses are Cheryl Hatch (884-2322) and Joanne Hanson (662-

7385). 

Women’s 

Fellowship 

 

"Circles" are groups of women 

that meet monthly for Bible 

study and mutual support.  
 

YOU are invited to attend.  

Please contact the church office 

or the monthly host (listed at 

right) if you would  like more 

information. 

Please contact Colleen Smith 
with any prayer requests, either 

by phone at  
679-1742 or by email at 

glcprayerpartners@gmail.com.   
We welcome all prayer 

requests. 

PRAYER CHAIN 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

May 2018 

11:00 a.m. - 

2:30 p.m. 

WA Elem. 

7:00 p.m. 

Appleaires 

 

11:00 a.m. - 

2:30 p.m. 

WA Elem. 

6:30 p.m. 

Bingo 

9:00 a.m. 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

Faith Formation 

11:30 a.m. 

Gathering Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 

Chancel Schola 

6:30 p.m. 

Senior High Youth 

8:00 p.m. 

Compline Choir 

9:00 p.m. 

Compline  

9:00 a.m. 

Worship 

Rite of Confirmation 
3:00 p.m. 

Lute Loop Bike Ride 

8:00 p.m. 

Compline Choir 

9:00 p.m. 

Compline  

9:00 a.m. 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

Faith Formation 

6:00 p.m. 

Concert/Auction 

9:00 a.m. 

Worship 

 

11:00 a.m. -  

2:30 p.m. 

WA Elem. 

5:30 p.m. 

Recital 

Newsletter  

Deadline 
8:30 a.m. -  

6:00 p.m. 

Piano Guild 

7:00 p.m. 

Appleaires 

7:00 p.m. 

Compassionate 
Friends 

10:30 a.m. 

Alzheimer’s 
Support Group 

6:30 p.m. 

Social Concerns 
Team 

6:30 p.m. 

Council/Staff 
Dinner 

10:00 a.m. 

Anna Circle 

6:00 p.m. 

Youth Team 

7:00 p.m. 

B&G Team 

7:00 p.m. 

Suicide Loss  
Support Group 

8:30 a.m. -  

6:00 p.m. 

Piano Guild 

6:00 p.m. 

Council 

11:00 a.m. 

Lectionary Study 

*** 

See Wednesday 

Evening Schedule  

at left 

7:00 a.m.  

1st Prayer 

5:00 p.m. 

Middle School 
Youth 

7:00 p.m. 

Spanish Class 

7:00 a.m.  

1st Prayer 

1:00 p.m. 

Evangelism Team 

7:00 p.m. 

Spanish Class 

7:00 a.m.  

1st Prayer 

5:00 p.m. 

Middle School 
Youth 

7:00 p.m. 

Spanish Class 

7:00 a.m.  

1st Prayer 

8:30 a.m. -  

6:00 p.m. 

Piano Guild 

10:00 a.m. 

Prayer Shawl 

7:00 p.m. 

Recital 

7:00 p.m. 

Spanish Class 

10:00 a.m. 

Intern Team 

11:00 a.m. 

Lectionary Study 

4:00 p.m. 

3rd - 5th grade  
Youth Group 

4:15 p.m. 

Catecheo  

*** 

See Above for  

Wednesday Evening 

Schedule 

11:00 a.m. 

Lectionary Study 

4:15 p.m. 

Catecheo  

*** 

See Above for  

Wednesday Evening 

Schedule 

11:00 a.m. 

Lectionary Study 

4:15 p.m. 

Catecheo  

*** 

See Above for  

Wednesday Evening 

Schedule 

7:00 p.m. 

Appleaires 

11:00 a.m. -  

2:30 p.m. 

WA Elem. 

*** 

Wednesday Evening 

Schedule 
Vespers: 5:15 p.m. 
T@G Meal: 5:45 p.m. 
Bells of Grace: 6:15 p.m. 
Voices of Grace: 7:30 p.m. 

11:00 a.m. - 

2:30 p.m. 

WA Elem. 

7:00 p.m. 

Appleaires 

 

8:30 a.m.. -  

3:30 p.m. 

SAIL Instructor 
Training. 

5:30 p.m. 

Worship Team 

7:00 p.m. 

Miriam Circle 

8:30 a.m. -  

4:00 p.m. 

Piano Guild 

11:00 a.m. 

Lectionary Study 

4:15 p.m. 

Catecheo  

*** 

See Above for  

Wednesday 

Evening Schedule 
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 

  

Pastor James Aalgaard Pastor 
pastor@glcwen.org 

 

Beth Smallbeck  Minister of Youth & Family 

youthandfamily@glcwen.org  
  

Jameson Varpness Director of Music Ministries 

music@glcwen.org 

  

Donna Giese Intern 

intern@glcwen.org  
 

Judy Olson Organist 
olsonjm@nwi.net 
 

Rich Smallbeck Custodian 

rsmallbeck63@gmail.com 

 

Jen Gale Office Administrator 
office@glcwen.org  
 

Roxanne Reindl Finance Manager 
finance@glcwen.org  

 

FAITH FORMATION 

Sundays at 10:30 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

9:00 a.m. 

 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

5:15 p.m. 

 

COMPLINE 

1st and 3rd Sundays, 9:00 p.m. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday- Thursday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

PHONE: (509) 663-2189 

 

WEBSITE 

www.glcwen.org  


