
1 

 

Maundy Thursday 
 

April 2, 2026 
7:00 pm 

 
Grace Lutheran Church 

Wenatchee, WA 

 
 

Welcome to Grace! 
 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 

We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 
 

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 
 

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist. 
 

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  
 

If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a 
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery 
available during our worship gathering.  You will find it downstairs, through the first door to the right at the 
bottom of the stairs.   
 

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments 
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 

Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation.  
 
 
 
Grace Lutheran Church 
1408 Washington Street, Wenatchee WA 98801 
509-663-2189 
www.glcwen.org 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the 
Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central 
focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we 
are called to give and receive love in humble service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy 
meal, we are transformed by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn 
silence, we anticipate the coming days. 
 
 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday 
are all acts of a single service of worship. 

 
+ + + GATHERING + + + 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, and the 
devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at 
baptism.  
 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. 
On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three 
Days reconciled with God and with one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 
 
LAYING ON OF HANDS 
All are invited to come forward and kneel for individual absolution. 
 

In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one 
another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was 
the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

+ + + WORD + + + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 
Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This festival featured the 
Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death. The early church 
described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers 
God’s people from sin and death. 
 

A reading from Exodus. 
 

1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth 
of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small 
for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to 
the number of people who eat of it.11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, 
and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass 
through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign 
for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy 
you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
  14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; 
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 116:1-2, 12-19 
The cantor introduces the refrain; all repeat it. 
The cantor sings verses, all sing the refrain as indicated. 
 

 
 

I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, for the LORD has given ear to me 
whenever I called. Refrain 
 

How shall I repay the LORD for all the good things God has done for me? I will lift the cup of salvation and call 
on the name of the LORD. I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people. Refrain 
 

Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of your servants. O LORD, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, 
the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. Refrain 
 

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the LORD. I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
in the presence of all God’s people, in the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Refrain 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with one another because it 
involves his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living 
proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future. 
 

A reading from First Corinthians. 
 

23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often 
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
All sing the acclamation.  
The cantor sings the proper verse. All repeat the acclamation. 
 

 
 

Verse: I give you a new commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. (John 13:34) 
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GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty 
of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same for one other. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go 
to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already 
put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from 
the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not know now 
what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 
but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for 
the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; 
for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
   12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, 
“Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 
am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I 
have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are 
not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these 
things, you are blessed if you do them.” 
 

  31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you 
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
HOMILY 
 
Silence for reflection. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         Great God, Your Love Has Called Us 
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Please be seated. 
 

FOOTWASHING 

MUSICAL OFFERING     Where True Charity and Love Dwell      Kaye Saunders 
Voices of Grace 

 

Where true charity and love dwell, God is also there. Since the love of Christ has joined us in one body, let us all be glad 
and rejoice now and always. And as we love and serve our Lord, the living God, so let us with sincerity love each other.  
 
 

ASSEMBLY SONG   Where True Charity and Love Abide  
 

All sing the song continuously, as cantors sing superimposed verses. 
 

 
 

Verses sung by a cantor during each refrain: 
 

1. Your love, O Jesus Christ, has gathered us together. 
2. May your love, O Jesus Christ, be foremost in our lives. 
3. Let us love one another as God has loved us. 
4. Let us be one in love together in the one bread of Christ. 
5. The love of God in Jesus Christ bears eternal joy. 
6. The love of God in Jesus Christ will never have an end. 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     
Holy God, we come to you in prayer for the church, your good creation, and all who are in need. 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of Jesus, who leads 
us from death to life. Amen. 



8 

 

 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.  
 
We process into the sanctuary for holy communion. Please place any offerings in the offering plates 
located at the back of the sanctuary. 

 
To donate electronically, use this QR code. 

 

+ + + MEAL + + + 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.  

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to 
nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death 
and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right … join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord … all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
Cantor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
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Please be seated. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG   
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COMMUNION SONG   Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken 
 

  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your suffering, death, and  
resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption 
will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
forever. Amen. 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR: Psalm 22 
Whenever the cantor sings this refrain, all repeat it. 
 

 
 

Please depart in silence. 
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Worship continues tomorrow evening with the 

Good Friday service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

+ + + 

 
Serving in Today's Worship 

Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Pastoral Intern:  Laura Olsen 
Lector:    Cathy Sweeney 
Cantors:   Dane Schmidt, Deacon Ruth  
Tech:     Marlena La Paz 
 

+ + + 
 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter  
are all acts of a single service of worship. 

  
Our worship continues: 

  
Good Friday, April 3 

7:00 p.m. 
  

The Great Vigil of Easter, Saturday, April 4 
8:00 p.m. 

  
The Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Sunday, April 5 

10:30 a.m. 
(Potluck Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.) 

 
 

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we are assuming you have granted us 
permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let one of the pastoral staff know, and 
we will help find a solution that meets your needs. 
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