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    11th Sunday after Pentecost  

                                

              Sunday, August 9, 2026  
    9:30am 
 

 
                   All Times and Places: WOV setting 6 

 
 

               Grace Lutheran Church 
                        Wenatchee, WA 
 
  

Welcome to Grace! 
 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 
We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 
 
You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 
 
As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist. 
  
Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  
 
If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a 
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery 
available during our worship gathering.  You will find it down the administrative wing, on the left. 
 
Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments so 
that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 
Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 
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Introduction to the day 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples 
face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of 
life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the 
refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to 
others. 
 
 

 + + + GATHERING + + + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
WELCOME & KIDS' TALK 
 
 
PRELUDE                  Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty               arr. Douglas Smith 

To meditate on the text, see hymn #777. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

LITANY IN TIME OF WILDFIRES  
 

Holy God, in the wake of fires that devour and consume,  
Refresh us with the water of life.  
 

In the barren places of ash and dust,  
Restore us with the water of life.  
 

When all we can see is devastation and despair,  
Renew us with the water of life.  
 

In Christ, we are washed clean.  
We are refreshed.  
 

In Christ, we drink from the wellspring of hope.  
We are restored.  
 

In Christ, we dance in the fountain of life.  
We are renewed.  
 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
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Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING SONG                      ELW #822, Oh, Sing to the Lord 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
SONG OF PRAISE            ELW #846, Amen, We Praise Your Name 

Sing 3 times, in harmony (either language). 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from 
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

 

+ + + WORD + + + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 

 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18 
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—
Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand 
Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor. 
 

A reading from 1st Kings. 
 

     9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 
  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have 
been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 
away.” 
 

  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there 
was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but 
the Lord was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and 
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then 
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very 
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 
away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, 
you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and 
you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the 
sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 85:8-13 
All sing. 

 
 

    8 I will listen to what the Lord | God is saying; 
   for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 
 

 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
   that your glory may dwell | in our land.  
  

     10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
   righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 

 11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
   and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 

 12 The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity, 
   and our land will | yield its increase. 
 

 13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord 
   and shall prepare for | God a pathway.  

 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose 
content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an 
indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 
 

A reading from Romans.   
 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things 
will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 
ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to 
bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
 “The word is near you, 
  in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, 
leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No 
one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same 
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” 
  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are 
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news!” 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          ELW #794, Calm to the Waves 
 

  
 
   

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this 
story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear 
and doubt. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he 
dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the 
land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the 
sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they 
cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” 
So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the 
strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately 
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got 
into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

All repeat the Acclamation. 
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Please be seated. 
 
SERMON 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY            ELW #763, My Life Flows On in Endless Song 

Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 
 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

… continued on p. 9 … 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

  + + + MEAL + + + 
   God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

To donate electronically, use this QR code.  

 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING             I Bind Unto Myself Today               arr. Richard Proulx 

To meditate on the text, see hymn #450. 
 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right … join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 
 

       Cantor:  Who accompanies our people, who lives within our struggles,  
      of all the earth and heaven the one and only Lord.  
      Blest are they who in the Lord’s name announce the holy gospel, 
      proclaiming the good news that our liberation comes. Refrain (All) 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God … both now and forever.   Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 



11 

 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
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DISTRIBUTION SONG            ELW #773, Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

 

 
 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  
Amen. 
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+ + + SENDING + + + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Please be seated. 
 

BLESSING AND SENDING FOR LAURA OLSEN 
Laura, on September 7 of last year, we of Grace Lutheran welcomed you to be our pastoral intern: to observe, 
participate in, and lead in the full scope of Gospel ministry among us. As part of the Body of Christ, you have 
celebrated with us and comforted us. Sharing our joys and sorrows, you have been important to our life 
together in the church of Jesus Christ. As you leave this community of faith, we say farewell, and we pray for 
God’s blessing. 
 
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many gifts and commanded them to 
feed your flock. You equip your people with abilities that differ according to the grace given to them, and you 
call them to various lives of service. We give you thanks for the ministry of Laura among the people of God in 
this place.  
 
Sending Litany and Prayer 
 
You watch over our going out and our coming in: 
  Bless this time of ending and beginning. 
You surround your people in every time and place: 
  Keep us in your love. 
You accompany your people in times of joy and times of trial: 
  Prosper all that has been done together here to your glory. 
 
Complete all the good that has begun on this year of internship. Heal and restore any brokenness that may 
linger. Help Laura and all of us to live with courage and gladness in the future you have prepared for us. As she 
has been a blessing to us, so now send her forth to be a blessing to others; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG        ELW #774, What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 
 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!   
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE            What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine               Michael Hassell 
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Serving in Today's Worship 
 

Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Pastoral Intern:  Intern Laura Olsen 
Lector/Cantor:   Kate Gregg 
Assisting Minister:  Kristen Thorstenson 
Ushers/Greeters:  Jan and Milt Herman 
Guitar:    Carlos Polivka 
Flutes:    Karen & Lisa Zanol 
Trombone:   Rev. James Aalgaard 
Percussion:   Kate Gregg, Candy Koch, Marlena La Paz 
Tech:     Dane Schmidt 
 
 

+ + + 
 
 
 

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have 
granted us permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let the 
staff know, and we will help find a solution that meets your needs. 
 
 

+ + + 
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