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             The 3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

               ELW Setting 1 
 

             April 19, 2026 
         10:30 am 
 
        Grace Lutheran Church 
               Wenatchee, WA 
 

  
Welcome to Grace! 

 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 
We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 
 
You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 
 
As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist. 
  
Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  
 
If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a 
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery 
available during our worship gathering.  You will find it down the administrative wing, on the left. 
 
Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments 
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 
Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and disappointment. They 
had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then 
opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed 
and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our 
worship each Lord’s day. 
 

+ + + GATHERING + + + 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

WELCOME AND KIDS’ TALK 
 
PRELUDE                                  Holy Manna               William Moore, arr. Martha Lynn Thompson 

Bells of Grace, percussion 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING SONG              ELW #479, We Come to the Hungry Feast 
 

 
 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
 
 
KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

+ + + WORD + + + 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the apostles on the 
day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and 
Christ. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 36 “Therefore let the entire 
house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” 
 

  37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the 
promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 
thousand persons were added. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19 
The cantor introduces the refrain; all repeat it. 
The cantor sings verses. All sing the refrain as indicated.       Mark Mummert 
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I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I 
called. The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I came to grief and sorrow. Then I 
called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.” Refrain 
 

How shall I repay the LORD for all the good things God has done for me? I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the 
name of the LORD. I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people. Precious in your sight, O LORD, is 
the death of your servants. O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed 
me from my bonds. I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the LORD. Refrain 
 

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people, in the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst of 
you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! Refrain 
 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are strangers in a strange land. 
Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope 
are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 
 

A reading from 1st Peter. 
 

17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live in fear during 
the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from your 
ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a 
lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was revealed at 
the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the 
dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God. 
  22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual 
affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 
imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 

Word of God, word of life.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Please stand as you are able.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
All sing the Alleluias.  
The cantor sings the verse. All repeat the Alleluias.  
 

 
 

Verse: Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures. (Luke 24:32) 
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GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how Jesus is to 
be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking 
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing 
him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, 
looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What 
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it 
is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us 
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, 
“Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But 
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So 
he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 
gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their 
sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the 
road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, 
and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

SERMON  
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                        ELW #374, Day of Arising 
 

 
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs 
of all creation. 

After each portion of the prayers:  
 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.   
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated. 
 

To donate electronically, use this QR code. 
 

OFFERING 

MUSICAL OFFERING              Our Hearts Burn within Us        Ephrem Feeley 
Voices of Grace, flute 

 

Refrain: Our hearts burn within us, Lord, set on fire with love for you 
when we come to hear your Word, when we come to break the bread. 

 

This sacrament we share is an encounter with our God. 
In broken, bread, in wine outpoured, we meet our risen Lord. 

 

Within our darkest hours, Christ walks beside us in our need. 
With loving words, with arms outstretched, Christ is present in our midst. 

 

And when our hearts desire to stand before the face of God, 
Christ welcomes us to this great feast, to the banquet of his love. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus,  
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God… 

… both now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

 
Please be seated. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION SONG                       ELW #491, Come, Let Us Eat 

All sing entire song. 
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DISTRIBUTION SONG                       ELW #482, I Come with Joy 

 
 
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus,  
Amen. 

Please be seated. 

+ + + SENDING + + + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING OF HEALTH KITS, SCHOOL KITS AND QUILTS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                    ELW #391, This Joyful Eastertide 

Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 
 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE      This Joyful Eastertide                       David Schack 
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Serving in Today's Worship 
Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Assisting Minister:   Kristen Thorstenson 
Pastoral Intern:   Laura Olsen 
Cantor:    Kristi Lee 
Percussion:   Sherry Krebs 
Lector:    Phil Gregg 
Flute:    Karen Zanol 
Altar Guild:   Denise Miller 
Tech: Asher Campbell 

 
+ + + 

 
 
A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have granted us 
permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let the staff know, and we will help find 
a solution that meets your needs. 
 
 

+ + + 
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