FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MAY 10, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in
his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim
the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we
bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

COMMUNION DURING COVID-19

Welcome to worship! Christ is risen! We celebrate the sacrament of Holy
Communion today. Please have elements ready and placed in a way that
you have easy access during our communion liturgy. Are there people you
know who are probably worshiping alone? How about giving them a call,
inviting them to celebrate the meal over the phone? For more information
about our communion practice during the time of covid-19, please check
out our resources tab on our website: www.glcwen.org.



http://www.glcwen.org/

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P] Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.

Amen.

P} Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

ELW 367, Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesinge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hyinnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




GREETING

P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P| Let us pray.
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60
A reading from Acts.

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that
the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more
than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the
first martyr of the faith.

>Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. **Look,” he
said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!” *’But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout
all rushed together against him. >8Then they dragged him out of the city
and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of
a young man named Saul. **While they were stoning Stephen, he



prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®Then he knelt down and cried
out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he
had said this, he died.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsaLM 31:1-5, 15-16

In you, O LORD, have | taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame;
deliver me | in your righteousness.
2Incline your | ear to me;
make haste to de- | liver me.
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and
my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me.
“Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me,
for you are my tow- | er of strength.
°Into your hands | com- | mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth.
My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who |
persecute me.
18_et your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.”



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

A reading from 1 Peter .

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives.
We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the
mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

2L ike newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you
may grow into salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good.

“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen
and precious in God’s sight, and °like living stones, let yourselves be
built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ®For it stands in
scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious;

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

"To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not
believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,” and
“A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to
do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

1%Once you were not a people,

but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
P] The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As
the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on
their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe
in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling
places. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place
for you? 3And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. “And
you know the way to the place where I am going.” *Thomas said to him,
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
®Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. ’If you know me, you will know
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” ®Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip,
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? °Do you not believe that | am in
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not
speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do
not, then believe me because of the works themselves. *Very truly, | tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in
fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. &I
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. **If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
ELW 816, Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life
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Text: George Herbert, 1593-1632

Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Outside USA: Music © 1911 Stainer and Bell, Ltd., 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




THE NICENE CREED
P} With the whole Christian Church on earth, let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P] Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

After each portion of the prayers:
P] Lord in your mercy,
...hear our prayer.

P} With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for

whom we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
P] The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRESENTATION OF SENIOR QUILTS



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER

P| Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ,
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER
P] Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your Kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P] Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION

P] The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P] Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light
to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to

nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.




SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

P] The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
In accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

P} The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P) The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN

ELW 389, Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL

P] Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

SENIOR VIDEO/SEND-OFF
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