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     6th Sunday after Pentecost  
                                

  Sunday, July 5, 2026  
    9:30am 
 
               Now the Feast and Celebration 

 
               Grace Lutheran Church 
                        Wenatchee, WA 
 
  

Welcome to Grace! 
 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 
We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 
 
You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 
 
As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist. 
  
Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  
 
If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a 
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery 
available during our worship gathering.  You will find it down the administrative wing, on the left. 
 
Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments so 
that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 
Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation. 
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Introduction to the day 
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with those often 
excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around 
word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 
 
 
 

 + + + GATHERING + + + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
WELCOME & KIDS' TALK 
 
 
PRELUDE                      Sonatina Opus 55, No. 1 (1st movement)                      Friedrich Kuhlau 

Penelope Campbell, piano 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG              ELW #742, What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 

 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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SONG OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless 
until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
Please be seated. 

 

+ + + WORD + + + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 

 

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12 
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant with Israel, 
the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.” 
 

A reading from Zechariah. 
 

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 See, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
  and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 

 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 145:8-14 
All sing. 

 
 

    8 The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, 
    slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
  

      9 Lord, you are | good to all, 
    and your compassion is over | all your works. 
 

 10 All your works shall praise | you, O Lord, 
    and your faithful | ones shall bless you. 
 

 11 They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom 
    and speak | of your power, 
 

 12 that all people may know | of your power 
    and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom. 
 

 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out all ages. 
    You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works. 
 

 14 The Lord upholds all | those who fall 
    and lifts up those who | are bowed down.  
 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through 
Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence. 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do 
what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within 
me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies 
close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if 
I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 
  21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of 
God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive 
to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of 
death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and 
intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom 
is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

  20 Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been done because they 
did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, on 
the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, 
 will you be exalted to heaven? 
  No, you will be brought down to Hades. 
“For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I 
tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.” 
 

  25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your 
gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Please be seated. 

 
SERMON 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY              God, Bless the Hands 

 

 
 
 



9 

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM FOR NEW MEMBERS  ELW p.234 
 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these siblings in Christ, one with us in the body of 

Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptisms. 
 

Kristi Lee, Anita Van Stralen 
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through 
the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 
   God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

To donate electronically, use this QR code.  

 
 
OFFERING  
 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING                        Pinnacles                    Valerie Roth Roubos 

Penelope Campbell, piano 
 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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OFFERTORY SONG 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your 
love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding 
with us now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …  join their unending hymn: 
 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night… Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 

Please be seated. 
 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
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DISTRIBUTION SONG               Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken 
 

 
 
 

MUSICAL OFFERINGS            Sonatina in D       Tat'iana Salutrinskaya 
Caroline Campbell, piano 

  
   Sonatina in A minor        Russell Jacoby 

Penelope Campbell, piano 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the gifts of his body and blood  
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and for ever. Amen. 
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POST COMMUNION SONG 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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+ + + SENDING + + + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Please be seated. 
 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                 ELW #765, Lord of All Hopefulness 
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DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE         Gigue                           Georg Philipp Telemann 

Caroline Campbell, piano 
 

+ + + 
 

Serving in Today's Worship 
 

Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Pastoral Intern:  Intern Laura Olsen 
Greeter/Usher:  Tory Schmidt & Joyce Fisher 
Lector:    Kate Gregg 
Tech:     Phil Gregg 
   

+ + + 
 
 
 

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have 
granted us permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let the 
staff know, and we will help find a solution that meets your needs. 
 

+ + + 
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