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Grace Lutheran Church
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Welcome to Grace!

The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and
important. The same is true for all of God'’s children. As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes
us stronger and more resilient.

We strive to welcome all. We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome. Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here. Old and young. Able or disabled. People
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here. Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white:
You are welcome here. Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie. Addiction and mental health concerns: You are
welcome here.

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own
way.

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors. We seek to reconcile ourselves to one
another and to God, the master artist.

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!

If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a
few options, especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. Quiet toys
are located just outside the back door of the sanctuary for young children and caregivers. Most Sundays we
have nursery staff available to help watch the children in that space. You are also welcome to use the quiet
area under the balcony, beside the stained-glass window.

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”

Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation




INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized
know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament.
The baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.”

+++ GATHERING + + +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND KIDS’ TALK

PRELUDE Improvisation on “Fortunatus New” Michael Burkhardt
To meditate on the text, see the hymn on page 8.

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart,
yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression
and do not embrace the freedom

of your faithful promises.

We ignore our neighbors.

We exploit the earth.

We reject your abundance,

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships,

restore what we have broken,

renew our hearts,

and bring us to new life. Amen.



Hear the good news:

God the Faithful One loves you,

+F in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.

Amen.
GATHERING SONG ELW #870, We Praise You, O God
Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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When per - ils o’er - take us, you will not for - sake us,
With you, Lord, be - side us, your strong arm will guide us.
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we  bless your ho -ly  name; glad  prais - es we  sing.
and with your help, O Lord, our strug-gles we  win.
To you, our great re - deem - er, for - ev - er be praise!
Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963
Music: KREMSER, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Glory to God
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with

your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what
is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.



+++WORD +++

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a
Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be destroyed
like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor God.

A reading from Malachi.

1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day
that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 22 But
for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 98
The cantor introduces the refrain; all repeat it.
The choir sings verses. All sing the refrain as indicated.
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Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and holy arm have won the
victory. O LORD, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the
nations. You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth
have seen the victory of our God. Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
Refrain

Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD. Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell
therein. Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge
the earth. The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity. Refrain

SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to
work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if
they want to eat, they need to work.

A reading from 2" Thessalonians.

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every
brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they received from us. ’ For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did
not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we
might not burden any of you. ° This was not because we do not have that right but in order to give you an
example to imitate. 1° For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work
should not eat. ! For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any
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work. 22 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to
earn their own living. 3 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19
As history moves toward God'’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end, believers will draw
strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to testify and to endure without fear.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

>When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts
dedicated to God, [Jesus] said,  “As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will
be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

’They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take
place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘l am he!’
and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.

% “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take place first, but
the end will not follow immediately.” 1° Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom
against kingdom; *there will be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will
be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

12yt before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues
and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 3 This will give you an
opportunity to testify. 1* So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, > for | will give you
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 1 You will be
betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. '/ You
will be hated by all because of my name. 8 But not a hair of your head will perish. *° By your endurance you
will gain your souls.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY

When Our World Is Rent by Violence

ﬂ ! g 1 ! L
T
{t—1 — | [ ——— — f

e e !

1-Choir |When our world is rent by vio-lence and our lives are
2-All (When our cit - ies stand for - sak - en and the poor must
3-All |When our  lives are burnt to ash - es and our hopes fade
4-All |Raise up beau - ty from the ash - es; end our vio - lence;

n ' ' pm— y

)" A I p— | | 1 | 1

AW | 1 1 ] f p— fl 1

"< 7 m— | —— | [ —————

J o 9
marred by grief, when our songs of calm as - sur- ance
beg for  bread, when the pris - "ner sits for - got - ten
like dream, when our sto - ries  lose their mean-ing
tend our peace. Give us vi - sions of a fu - ture

? o — f t I ud d g

(Si= R L A .

5 — e ! ]
turn to cries of un be - lief: God, we raise our
and the home - less find no  bed, God, we raise our
and de-spair be - comes their theme, God, we raise our
where all cap - tives find re - lease, where op - pres - sion

n L p— | 1 f

)" | Il 1 | | I= I -

Ny o —9 * & @ i —— ", — I —
1 D — | b P | |

J — o °
lam-en - ta - tion seek - ing ref - uge and re - lief.
lam-en - ta - tion: wak - en jus - tice  from the dead!
lam-en - ta - tion: Come, Lord Je - sus, to re - deem!
is e - vic - ted, and all works of ha - tred cease.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: FORTUNATUS NEW, Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929

Text © 2015 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Music © 1967 Concordia Publishing House, cph.org. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our Christian faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.




| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

After each portion of the prayers:

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; through Jesus

Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+++ MEAL + ++

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING O God of Love, O King of Peace
Voices of Grace

For text, see hymn #7489.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of healing and hope,

you bless those who are hungry,

promising to fill them with good things.

Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.

Nourish us with the abundance of your feast

and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior,
now and forever.

Amen.

Klug/Ellingboe



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed ... for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper ... for the remembrance of me.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

There is a place for you at the table of God.
Come, receive the food that does not perish,
a taste of life eternal.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION SONG
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DISTRIBUTION SONG ELW #785, When Peace like a River
Harmonies may be found in ELW #812 — the cranberry hymnal.
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n Refrain
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Itis well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

+
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DISTRIBUTION SONG ELW #723, Canticle of the Turning
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

God of field and flower, wheat and grape,
you have nourished us with the bread of heaven
that gives life to the world.
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son,
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. Amen.

+++ SENDING + + +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Please be seated.

COMMISSIONING OF BEFRIENDERS
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you,

God the Son save you,

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.
The holy Trinity bless you

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart

now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG ELW #632, O God, Our Help in Ages Past
Harmonies may be found in ELW #812 — the cranberry hymnal.
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1 O God,our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,

2 Un - der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,

frame,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is  sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to  end-less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,
they fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last

dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Voluntary in C Major William Boyce

+++

Serving in Today's Worship

Presiding Minister: Rev. James Aalgaard
Pastoral Intern: Laura Olsen
Acolyte: Elsa Vogt
Lector: Suellen Harris
Cantor: Marshall Thomas
Tech: Erik Olson

+++

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have granted us
permission to include you in our videos. If you have a concern about being included, please let the staff know, and we will help find
a solution that meets your needs.

+++

Acknowledgements

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46052.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.

Permission to podcast/stream/print the music in this service obtained from One License #A-706965 and CCLI #11172667.
Psalm 98 Refrain by David Cherwien, reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

O God, Our Help in Ages Past Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. P.D. Music: William Croft, 1678-1727. P.D.
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