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RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD  :  
       EASTER DAY 

 
           ELW Setting Three 
 

March 31, 2024 
               8:00 and 10:30 am 
 
           Grace Lutheran Church 
                Wenatchee, WA 
 

 
 

Welcome to Grace! 
 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 
We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 
 
You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 
 
As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist. 
  
Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  
 
If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a 
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery 
available during our worship gathering.  You will find it downstairs, through the first door to the right at the 
bottom of the stairs.   
 
Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments 
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 
Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: 
Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make of the empty 
tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death 
and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this good news 
with all the world. Alleluia! 
 

+ + + GATHERING + + + 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME AND KIDS’ TALK 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!    
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
PRELUDE  (8:00)             Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands             J. S. Bach 

 

(10:30)     Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise          Lloyd Larson 
Bells of Grace 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!    
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
GATHERING SONG       ELW #365, Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE   This Is the Feast 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious 
resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with 
him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

+ + + WORD + + + 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim 
the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out 
to all people. 

A reading from Acts. 
 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 118 
The cantor sings the responses; all repeat them. 
The cantor sings verses (while all sing “O”); all join in the responses. 
 

 

       O _____________________      

 
 

   O _____________________     
 

 
 

 Verses: 1. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for God’s love has no end. 
  2. The Lord is my strength, the Lord is my song; God has been my Savior. 
  3. I shall not die, I shall live, I shall live and recount God’s deeds. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the 
crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the Risen 
One in the preaching of this faith. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 

1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 
received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 
that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 
 3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I 
am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder 
than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, 
so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 16:1-8 
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so 
that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had 
risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 
the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 
been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the 
right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 
8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Please be seated. 
 

 
SERMON 
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded  
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NICENE CREED 
P: We believe in one God, 

A: the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need of good news. 

After each portion of the prayers: God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through 
Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING (8:00)                 Presto       G. P. Telemann 
Flute duo 

 

   (10:30)          Easter Anthem      William Billings 
Voices of Grace 

 

The Lord is risen indeed! Hallelujah. Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept.  
Hallelujah. And did he rise? Hear, O ye nations, hear it, O ye dead. He rose, He burst the bars of death and triumphed 
o'er the grave. 
 

Then I rose, then first humanity triumphant past the crystal ports of light, and seized eternal youth. Man, all immortal 
hail, heaven, all lavish of strange gifts to man, Thine’s all the glory, man's the boundless bliss. 

 



9 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have 
raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in 
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God… …Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
  in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS ELW #362, At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing  
    ELW #385, Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! 
    ELW #388, Be Not Afraid  Sing repeatedly. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new 
life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that 
we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 

+ + + SENDING + + + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and 
always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG     ELW #367, Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE (8:00)       Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise               Lloyd Larson 

Bells of Grace 
 

  (10:30)       Hallelujah Chorus           G. F. Händel 
Voices of Grace & Friends, brass ensemble; Judy Olson, organ 

+++ 
Serving in Today's Worship 

Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Organist:   Deacon Ruth Anderson 
Cantor:   (8:00) Marshall Thomas   (10:30) Gabe Stefanides 
Brass Ensemble: Kate Gregg, Sherry Krebs, Ross Miller, Tony Morgan, 

Sabrina Windsor, Mark Woolsey,  
Tim Zanol 

Flute Duo (8:00):  Karen & Lisa Zanol 
Recorder Duo (10:30)  Mark Boersma, Sherry Krebs 
Greeter:   (8:00) Earl Tilly (10:30) Suellen Harris 
Lector:    (8:00) Suellen Harris  (10:30) John Hergert 
Tech:     (10:30) Chad DuLac 

 
+ + + 
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A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have 
granted us permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let the 
staff know, and we will help find a solution that meets your needs. 

 
+ + + 
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