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People of Grace;
As I prepare for my sabbatical renewal, I would like to share with you what you can expect before, during, and after.
•

Before




I have been in conversation with retired pastor Keith Garness and have planned with interns Anna and Dane
about how it will look for Pastor Keith to work on staff as an added support for the congregation.



The Council has finalized a compensation plan for Pastor Keith for his ministry.



Funding for the sabbatical has been set aside since before 2020.





•

Some of my itinerary has changed. It does not look like a pilgrimage in Scandinavia and a visit to our partner
synod in Tanzania will take place. A guided retreat with my wife in Ireland entitled “Rediscovering Meaning
and Purpose” is the biggest travel element of my sabbatical as it stands now. I am planning to spend the bulk
of the rest of my time resting in the Pacific Northwest and delving into readings on spiritual direction.

Intern Anna has designed her internship project which will take place during the sabbatical, as a way for the
people of the congregation to re-engage with one another.
I have invited you to write a seven-word prayer that you can send with me to keep our connection. If you are
interested in doing this, I encourage you to write it in my “voice”. Example: “God just give me a little space.”

During








The first day of sabbatical is May 9. I will start back in the office July 25 so I can help Anna finish her
internship well. Her last day of internship is July 31.
I have not yet decided, but I may be periodically posting on the Pastor’s Blog on our website so you can get a
sense of how the time has been for me. This is part of what makes “vacation” and “sabbatical” different
experiences. From a book titled “Clergy Renewal”: “’Just like the soil,’ writes (David Ellingson), ‘we humans
need a sabbatical, a time to lie fallow. We require a time to receive rather than give, to get input rather than
give output, to carefully nurture and cultivate our lives so that the soil of our spirits might be rid of weeds and
have an opportunity to receive nourishment.’ A sabbatical is a life- and soul-changing time – a time when
perspective and the Holy Spirit can come together.”
I am not available for pastoral activities or other duties during this time. Please do not reach out to me with
news or requests.
When you want to reach out to a pastor at Grace, I encourage you to first reach out to Intern Anna. She is
excited to step into this role of being the first “go-to” person. Pastor Keith is going to be around and available
(about 20 hours per week) and Anna will ask him to step in as needs arise. Intern Anna is very capable of
being in the leadership position.

The Mission of Grace Lutheran Church
To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments so that a community of
believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.





•

Please remain fully engaged in the ministries of the congregation. We will be building our sense of
community back as we come out of pandemic times. There will be gathering opportunities along with worship
opportunities, and ways to practice generosity and service, and I encourage you to let this also be a time of
congregational renewal.
In my sabbatical, it is never the intention that the congregation goes dormant. Quite the opposite. I am
planning for the congregation and myself to be different after sabbatical, nourished and ready for the next
chapter in our congregation’s story.

After


You can expect some form of written or in-person reflection after my return.



I hope there will be an opportunity to celebrate in the company of one another.



I envision inviting you into spiritual practices that might be new experiences for you, since my sabbatical will
involve intentional practices in receiving from God and others.

God bless you as we enter the season of Resurrection. May new life spring forth from our hearts and minds.
Pastor James Aalgaard

Community Holy Week Services

April 11 - 15 at 12:00 p.m.
Noon community services will be held at First United Methodist Church,
941 Washington Street. Grace Lutheran will not be involved in leadership
this year, but we encourage you to join in Christian fellowship with your
neighbors! The services will be Monday through Friday.

Maundy Thursday

Thursday, April 14, at 6:00 p.m.
We gather around the rite of confession and absolution, and we participate in the Lord’s Supper. Our service
concludes with the stripping of the altar, and the congregation will be invited to participate in the removal of items
from the chancel. We are also conducting a food drive that day for our Little Free Pantry, with a special focus on
breads. Our Holy Communion celebration will include using one of the bread offerings.

Good Friday

Friday, April 15, at 6:00 p.m.
We gather to hear scripture, sing together, and ponder the crucifixion of Christ. We will each be invited to place a
large nail on the floor before the cross as a sign of our own brokenness.

Easter Vigil

Saturday, April 16, at 6:00 p.m.
We start our worship around a fire in our Memorial Garden, remembering the time after Christ’s crucifixion. We
process with candles into the sanctuary and welcome the joy of Easter through scripture, song and baptism. This
service will include the baptism of Kelsi Davis. Welcome, Kelsi!

Easter Sunday

Sunday, April 17, at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
We gather to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. Our worship will be
supported with scripture, song and instrumental music, preaching and holy
communion. Our early service will be in the Grace Memorial Garden. An
Easter brunch will follow (location to be finalized soon!), and our later service
will be in the sanctuary.

From the Desk of Intern Anna
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined. - Isaiah 9:2
Good Friday has been one of my favorite services, falling second only to Christmas (Easter is third), I love that it is
so different from all other services throughout the year. I love that it is a service that invites us to mourn, mourn for
the death of Christ, mourn for the sin of the world. Growing up, we had a candelabra with 7 candles on it that we
would slowly extinguish as we went through the service. We usually would have two acolytes for the service, one to
extinguish the candles and one to turn off lights. When I would acolyte, I would turn off the light and turn it off at the
exact moment the bell of the extinguisher would go over the flame. Growing up, this service would be reading of the
passion and either singing hymns, listening to the choir sing an anthem or listening to the choir sing from different
Requiems. As the service went on, it got darker and darker as we read up to the last moments of Jesus. Then in
darkness, Jesus would be sealed in the tomb, with the slamming of the large Bible, scaring many in the congregation,
and we would leave in silence, not to come back ‘til Easter morning. There are a lot of theatrics in this service, which
may be part of my love for the service, but I think also having a service where there is a supposed finality to it that
isn’t a happy ending has a sacredness in it.
Planning for Good Friday this year, there isn’t the turning down of lights, or slamming of bibles as we seal Jesus in
the tomb, but there will be the passion story dotted with hymns and anthems, there will be the dropping of nails in a
bucket, and the bidding prayer. There is an Easter Vigil service on Saturday, where we sit in the liminal space
between the closing of the tomb and the women finding it open and empty and where we practice the ancient tradition
of baptism after a Lenten break. It isn’t what I am use to, but there is a tradition and sacredness to it. It looks similar
in some ways to the old, but is very different in other ways. It’s not what I am use to, but I am excited to see in what
ways these services fill my being.
My hope for you all this Lenten season is for you to embrace the changes and differences that may be there this year,
as we remember and discover how to be church again. My hope is that you are able to find meaning in doing things in
ways that are similar to the past and in ways that are different. I hope you are able to give us and each other grace as
we continue to rebuild and remember what it means to be Grace Lutheran Church; that we can be light to one another
as we continue our Lenten journey.
I will be out most Saturdays and Mondays and am taking vacation from April 18-26th.

May God’s light shine in the dark places.
Intern Anna Ferro

Morning Prayer
Thursday mornings, at 7:00, you are invited to join us in the sanctuary. Our morning prayer will typically involve
reading of scripture, then a time of prayer, then finish with the Lord's Prayer.

Book Corner for Young Worshippers
We’ve got a new, cozy space in the back part of the sanctuary just for
our young worshippers. We’ve got books to read, paper and colored
pencils for drawing, and a place to stretch and get your wiggles out.
Be sure to check it out!

Thank You from LCC International University
Dear Grace Lutheran Church Community,
LCC International University continue to
support all our students affected by the war.
We are grateful for your help.
THANK YOU for your recent donation!
In the photo above LCC students alongside
Professor Scott Neumann helped the Red
Cross to gather and divide clothing, shoes,
sleeping mats and other humanitarian items
donated to Ukrainian refugees. In less than
one day, Lithuanians donated more than 50
trucks of such items, which were
immediately taken to the border of Ukraine.
THANK YOU for your support and your prayers for LCC, and for being part of a global community that cares for
one another. We are indeed blessed by you.
With gratitude,

Marlene Wall, President
LCC International University

Fox Trust Visioning Committee Update
The committee has not met since the most recent congregational meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, March 30, at 12:30 PM at the church. The committee is still seeking a congregation member interested
in serving on the committee, replacing a vacancy left on the committee a few months ago.
The committee plans to meet approximately monthly and is charged with the task of prayerful discernment of God's
mission and the opportunities opened to GLC through the receipt of the Fox gift. The hopeful result of the FVC will
be a heartfelt, well reflected, and excited list of ideas in the form of a gift recommendation proposal from the FVC to
the Council for review. Following Council's review, with consultation of Lead Pastor, Council will then present a
finalized presentation to the Congregation, on behalf of the FVC, to make motions for approval that can then be
moved into action and disbursement of gifts.
If you are willing to consider serving, please contact one of the committee members: John McQuaig, Judy Connor,
Karen Zanol, Bob Bartlett, Milt Herman, Gwen Sparks, Cheryl Salter, Joanne Dalinkus.

Sunday Funday - Faith Formation
Please join us for our twice a month “Sunday Funday” on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month at 1:00 p.m. This
month we will meet on April 10 and 24 near the playground. We begin with a brief opening, followed by Bible story
time, and playtime. Please contact Beth with any questions. All ages are welcome to join us!

April Worship Assistants
Greeters

Ushers

Lector

Altar Guild

Tech

April 3

Suellen Harris

Kathy Gavin

Marlena La Paz

April 10

Karen Zanol

Tami Woolsey

Dan Luke

April 14
Maundy Thursday

Sue Garness

JuLee Fiebelkorn

Marlena La Paz

Kathy Gavin

Phil Gregg

April 15
Good Friday
April 16
Easter Vigil

Chad DuLac

April 17
Easter 8:00 a.m.

JuLee Fiebelkorn

April 17
Easter 10:30 a.m.

Lisa Zanol

Peggy Swanson

Chad DuLac

April 24

Dee Ann Gregg

Tami Woolsey

Phil Gregg

SOCIAL CONCERNS TEAM
After two long years It’s Noisy Offering time!
For those individuals who still have their boxes from two years ago you can use those boxes. Boxes
are available in the narthex during Lent. Decorate a box and start saving all your loose coins from
your pockets, shoes, socks, drawers, underneath the bed, the sofa and car seats. Wherever you can
find it, collect it and put it in your decorated loose change box and bring it back to the church on Palm
Sunday, April 3. So, start collecting all those coins!!! For more information contact Jolane Guthrie at
509-669-9309 or Barbara Tilly at 509-679-3900.

Packing Friendship/ Little Free Pantry Food Drive
As part of Lent, the Social Concerns Team will be collecting food items for GLC Packing
Friendship and the Little Free Pantry.
Packing Friendship is a weekend backpack program for students who may rely on school
lunches during the week and are at risk of hunger on the weekends. Grace Lutheran is
currently serving 47 students from three schools in the Wenatchee School District on a weekly
basis.
GLC Little Free Pantry is an emergency pantry that is stocked with food, cleaning supplies,
feminine hygiene products, and other essentials. We serve those in our community who are
struggling to make ends meet. It is estimated that the pantry serves 20-30 families/individuals per week.
During Lent we are collecting items for both groups before and after Sunday Worship Service. Then on Palm Sunday
there will be a blessing for all the items we have collected. There are containers in the narthex to put the items in.

These items include:

Little Free Pantry

GLC Packing Friendship

Feminine Hygiene Products

Fruit cups

Cleaning Supplies

Applesauce cups

Rice

Canned pasta (ravioli, etc.)

Toothpaste

Tuna

Pasta

Macaroni and cheese

Peanut butter

Chicken noodle soup

Hearty soups, stews, and chilis

Tomato soup

Crisis in Ukraine
Thanks to a generous Lutheran parish in Wisconsin, and other
congregations across the country, your gift to Lutheran World Relief will
be matched — up to $422,000 — for our neighbors suffering in the
Ukraine crisis.
Please give by April 25 so your gift can be rushed to the aid of families
in desperate need. You can give online at lwr.org/match, or mail a check
to Lutheran World Relief, PO Box 17061, Baltimore, MD 21297-1061.
Please write “Ukraine Match” in the memo line.

Happy Spring Grace Lutheran!
The grasses are turning greener and the natural world is really starting to wake
up, which means gardening! This spring a group of us will be starting an
exploratory phase to potentially re-establish and revitalize our historical garden
space on our church property. This means dreaming up designs, finding
resources (compost, manure, cardboard, wood, etc.), and calling out to the
community to see if there is any interest in such an endeavor!
We imagine this new garden to be part sustainable food forest (a regenerative
‘lazy’ gardening model) and part more traditional community garden. We hope
that we can build new soils, nourish relationships with neighbors, and produce
healthy foods for the community- all while creating a beautiful, intelligently
designed landscape to support beneficial bugs, bees, and pollinators!
If you are wanting to be involved, or think this is just a good idea, please reach
out to Intern Dane Breslin (valleyintern@glcwen.com), Linda Sinnett
(blsinnett@yahoo.com), or Sue Garness.
Peace Be With You,
Dane Breslin

Summer of Service Nason Creek Fundraiser
Louisiana here we come! We will be taking a group of 25 children, youth, and adults from First United Methodist
and Grace Lutheran to Slidell and New Orleans, Louisiana in mid-June. While there, we will be working with Habitat

for Humanity, Community Christian Concern, Peace Lutheran, and Bethlehem Lutheran. Our one and only fundraiser
will be at Nason Creek Rest Area on Memorial Day weekend. We are planning to have the rest area open round the
clock, which means that we need a lot of goodies. If you would be so willing to donate prepackaged treats (granola
bars, chips, cookies, etc.) we would graciously accept them. As of right now, Covid restricts homemade yummy
cookies. We will begin collecting the first week of May. Thank you in advance!

Walk the Labyrinth
Sacred Connections Workshop
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
(509)662-5635
Saturday, April 9
9:30 a.m. – NOON
Come share in a morning of discovery as St. Luke’s prepares for Rev. Frances’
sabbatical. She will explore early sacred connections while St. Luke’s and friends
pursues that which connects us to where we are. Kristin Keyes, a certified
Labyrinth Facilitator, leads us on this journey exploring the Way of Love through
scripture, reflection, pilgrimage, and prayer. We will have an opportunity to walk a labyrinth to support our learnings.
We hope you will join us to walk or pray the labyrinth. For those who would like, finger tracing labyrinths will be
provided. Call the number above for further information and to let us know you will be joining us.

Easter Egg Hunt

After two years of at home hunts we are hosting the greatest egg hunt ever!
Easter Sunday at Grace 9:45a.m. Hope to see you there.
If you would like to donate small candies for the eggs, please bring them to
church no later than 4/13.
Thank you!

April Birthdays
Brooke Palmer
Michael Buehn
Melanie McQuaig
Mary Ann Arndt
Marcus Foster
Phoebe Nelson
Shirley Wurl
Don Evenhus
Jackie Jaspers
Carolyn Bentsen

4/1
4/3
4/3
4/7
4/7
4/7
4/8
4/9
4/9
4/11

Emily Boersma
Dick Smith
Ben Kramer
Rhonda Stradling Lara
Candy Koch
Gavin Johnson
April Babcock
Jim Caulkins
Phil Gregg
Alyse Goller

4/11
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/15
4/18
4/19
4/19
4/19
4/21

Katie Stefanides
Ryan Paiva
Sloan Westerman
Faye DeJong
Ken Fulkerson
Tracy Gausman
Cheryl Hatch
Cara Henson
Melinda Johnson

4/23
4/24
4/24
4/29
4/29
4/29
4/29
4/30
4/30

ANNA & MIRIAM CIRCLES
Anna Circle plans to resume meeting in April. We have changed the day for meeting from Tuesday to Wednesday,
so our first meeting will be Wednesday morning, April 13, at 10:00, in the multi-purpose room. We will continue to
use the Bible study lessons from the Gather magazine. We warmly welcome anyone who enjoys discussion and
fellowship. If you have questions, feel free to call Linda Sinnet at 509-699-8256 or Faye DeJong at 509-663-4590.
Miriam Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 19, at 7:00 p.m. Please contact Melanie McQuaig for location or further
information (509-670-2733).

PRAYER
SHAWL
MINISTRY

This month’s Prayer Shawl meeting will be hosted by
Jane Dunbar at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 28.

TREASURER TALK
2/28/22 Results. Offerings for two months total $64,950. This is ($1,717) under budget. Expenses were $73,212 for
January and February, ($5,946) under budget. Resulting Net Operating Deficit ($8,263); projected budget deficit for
the two months is ($14,209).
Jan-Feb 2021

Jan-Feb 2022

2022 Budget

Variance

Total Offerings, Misc.

$62,085

$64,950

$66,667

($56,606)

Operating Expenses

(70,943)

(73,212)

(80,875)

40,159

Net Margin (Deficit)

($8,858)

($8,263)

($14,209)

($16,447)

Cash on hand $128,721 includes Treasurer Reserve $40,500.
Cash Surplus
Position
Treasurer Reserve
Total

1/1/22
$95,483

2/28/22
$88,221

40,500
$135,983

40,500
$128,721

Gwen Sparks, Treasurer. 630-4239.

Gwen101@nwi.net

COUNCIL CORNER
1. Council approved hiring of Pacific Security to monitor church grounds with nightly patrols.
2. Council is revitalizing the nominating committee.
3. The Faithful Innovations Team presented a community garden revitalization project for consideration.
4. The Summer of Service project is moving forward led by Beth Smallbeck

2022 TEAM & COMMITTEE LEADERS
Arts:
Building & Grounds:
Endowment:
Faith Enrichment:
Fellowship:
Intern:
Pastoral Support:
Staff Support:
Social Concerns:
Worship:
Youth:
Memorial Garden:

Phil Gregg
Open
Karen Zanol
Open
Shirley Leslie
Jan Romey
Nancy Boersma
Julie Banken
Ernie Bentsen
Kay Fisher
Kathy Gavin
Cheryl Salter
Jane Dunbar

2022 CHURCH COUNCIL
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Members-at-Large:

Chad DuLac
Dave Coe
Gwen Sparks
Suellen Harris
Riva Morgan
John McQuaig
Trina DeCamp
Sara O’Daffer

PRAYERS OF GRACE
We are seeking a new coordinator for our prayer ministry. If you would like to help, please contact Pastor
James at pastor@glcwen.org.

Long Term

Short Term/Other

Bonnie Howeiler - continued adaptation to visual
impairment, and isolation
Carol Sunada (Dir. of The Compassionate Friends) illness, and recent death in her family
Tony Fisher - cancer diagnosis and related seizures
Dale Olson (Hollie Olson's father-in-law) - prayers for
health and peace
Don Evenhus – continued prayers for health
Jackie Carmichael - for comfort and strength with a
chronic health issue
Jared Senn (Diane Senn's son) - Metastasized colon
cancer
Sarah Jones (Mary Henson's sister) - prayers for
continued healing
Kris Durr - (nephew of Linda and Bill Sinnett) Extended and aggressive treatment for cancer
Mim Schwich (mother of Jody Marquardt) - debilitating
ailment, now in a care facility in the Chicago area
Lillian Welton - chronic back pain, and grieving the
death of husband Mel
Leslie Hole - (daughter-in-law of Nancy Hole) - for
healing
Martha Ann Hames - Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma
Susan Salley - for healing as she lives in long-term care

Ken Machtley - healing after heart surgery
Curt Gavin - for healing
June Bright - sister of Linda Sinnett - thanksgiving that
June is adjusting well to long-term care
Jay Widby - for healing
Roxanne Reindl - for healing
Della DuLac - for healing
Dan Hutchison - for healing from severe back pain
Matthew Richerzhagen - son of Judith Richerzhagen - for
continued healing as he enters rehab for injuries sustained
in a serious car accident
Kelsi Davis – for peace and healing
Family of Gary Nelson - Gary died March 13, 2022
Mick Marquardt - healing from a complicated ankle
surgery

Global/National/Local Concerns
Global - for all those affected by the war in Ukraine
Our country and region - for our communities to seek
reconciliation with one another
For the Wenatchee Valley - for all trying to fill in the gaps
that COVID has left in the workforce and those who are
caring for the sick.

LECTIONARY READINGS
April 3
Fifth Sunday in Lent

April 10
Palm Sunday

Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14--23:56

Staff Sticky Notes
•
•
•
•

April 17
April 24
Resurrection of Our Lord: Second Sunday of Easter
Easter Day
Acts 5:27-32
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:14-29
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Revelation 1:4-8
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
John 20:19-31
Luke 24:1-12

Roxanne Reindl will be out of the office on Friday, April 1 and will be on vacation April 19 - 27
Jen Pearson-Gale will be on vacation April 1 - 4
Beth Smallbeck will be away April 1 - 8 for continuing education
Intern Anna Ferro will be on vacation April 18 - 26

April 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

9:00 a.m.
Quilters

Saturday

2

10:00 a.m.
10@10 (FB)
7:00 p.m.
Recital

3

4
10:30 a.m.
Worship

5
10:00 a.m.
10@10 (FB)

6:30 p.m.
Jr./Sr. High Youth

6
3:00 p.m.
Staff Meeting

6:00 p.m.
Social Concerns
Team
7:00 p.m.
Wenatchee
Ukrainian Refugee
Committee \

10

11
10:30 a.m.
Worship

11:00 a.m.
Lectionary Study
(Zoom)

8

9

7:00 a.m.
Morning Prayer

9:00 a.m.
Quilters

10:00 a.m.
10@10 (FB)

6:00 p.m.
Vespers
7:30 p.m.
Voices of Grace

13

14

15

16

3:00 p.m.
Staff Meeting

9:00 a.m.
Intern Team

7:00 a.m.
Morning Prayer

9:00 a.m.
Quilters

1:00 p.m.
Sunday Funday

6:00 p.m.
Youth Team
7:00 p.m.
Suicide Loss
Support Group

6:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday
Worship

10:00 a.m.
10@10 (FB)

6:00 p.m.
Jr./Sr. High Youth
@ YWCA

11:00 a.m.
Lectionary Study
(Zoom)

17

10:00 a.m.
10@10 (FB)

12

7

18

Easter Sunday
8:00 a.m.
Outdoor Worship
Easter Brunch
between worship
services

19

7:30 p.m.
Voices of Grace

20

10:00 a.m.
10@10 (FB)

Newsletter
Deadline

7:00 p.m.
Compassionate
Friends

3:00 p.m.
Staff Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Miriam Circle

11:00 a.m.
Lectionary Study
(Zoom)

21
7:00 a.m.
Morning Prayer

6:00 p.m.
Easter Vigil

6:00 p.m.
Good Friday
Worship

22

23

10:00 a.m.
10@10 (FB)

7:30 p.m.
Voices of Grace

9:45 a.m.
Egg Hunt
10:30 a.m.
Worship

24

25
10:30 a.m.
Worship

1:00 p.m.
Sunday Funday
6:30 p.m.
Jr./Sr. High Youth

10:00 a.m.
10@10 (FB)

26

27

3:00 p.m.
Staff Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Council

11:00 a.m.
Lectionary Study
(Zoom)
7:30 p.m.
Voices of Grace

28
7:00 a.m.
Morning Prayer
10:00 a.m.
Prayer Shawl

29
10:00 a.m.
10@10 (FB)

30
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
Rev. James Aalgaard, Pastor
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
10:30 a.m. - online and in-person worship

Anna Ferro, Pastoral Intern
intern@glcwen.org
Dane Breslin, Wenatchee Valley Intern
valleyintern@glcwen.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday - Thursday 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Beth Smallbeck, Minister of Youth & Family
youthandfamily@glcwen.org
Judy Olson, Organist
olsonjm@nwi.net
Sean Burns, Cantor
music@glcwen.org
Rich Smallbeck, Facilities Maintenance Manager
facilities@glcwen.org
Jen Gale, Office Administrator
office@glcwen.org
Roxanne Reindl, Finance Manager
finance@glcwen.org

CONTACT
(509) 663-2189
office@glcwen.org
WEBSITE
www.glcwen.org

