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Welcome to Grace! 
 

The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass 
pieces, each one unique and important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As 
people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes us stronger and more resilient. 
 

We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are 
welcome.  Believers, non-believers, doubters, seekers and questioners: You are 
welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown and 
white: You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and 
mental health concerns: You are welcome here. 
 

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, 
broken and beautiful in our own way. 
 

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to 
reconcile ourselves to one another and to God, the master artist. 

  

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each 
Sunday. All are welcome!  
 
If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join 
us in worship! We have a few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s 
bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a Cozy Corner, with books and quiet 
activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery available 
during our worship gathering.  You will find it downstairs, through the first door to 
the right at the bottom of the stairs.   
 

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ 
through word and sacraments so that a community of believers is created, trained, 
nurtured, and sent into mission.”  

 
A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship 
services, we are assuming you have granted us permission to include you in our 
videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let one of the pastoral 
staff know, and we will help find a solution that meets your needs.  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they 
are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, 
they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, 
they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the 
peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In 
baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of 
living and serving. 
 

 

 

WELCOME 
 

 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
 

PRELUDE Interpretation on 
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 

David Cherwien 
  

 
Please stand as you are able 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, 

☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 

C Amen. 
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P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy 
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your 
image and placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised 
pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to 
still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on 
this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
 

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst, and 
give us the life only you can give. 
  

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  
ELW 707, Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 
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GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE  
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SONG OF PRAISE 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the 
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, 
and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the 
world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Please be seated 
 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 
FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 
 

A reading from Micah. 
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a 
lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving 
acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine 
favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, 
and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
  

 1Hear what the LORD says: 
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
 

 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
 and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 



9 

 

 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
  and what does the LORD require of you 
 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
  and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 15 
 

 1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart;     
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear  

the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- |  

gainst the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. 
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross 
seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has 
chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. 
Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 
  

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For 
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, 
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser 
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 
 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were 
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of 
noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce 
to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of 
God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 
31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the 
reign of God. 
 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught 
them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 



12 

 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
Please stand as you are able 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
ELW 719, Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

P With the whole Christian Church on earth, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

P Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 
power revealed in Christ crucified. 

C Amen. 
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PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING Canon on Come Follow 

Michael Burkhardt 
 
 
Please stand as you are able 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is 
sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant 
grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding 
love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
strength and our song. 

C Amen. 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
PREFACE 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you...we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P Holy God, mighty and merciful, 
your people praise you, saying: 
Your mercy endures forever. 

C Your mercy endures forever. 
 

P By your promise 
you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, 
granting them life and calling them to flourish, 
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, 
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the colors of your love and faithfulness. 
Your mercy endures forever. 

C Your mercy endures forever. 
 

P By your promise 
you bound yourself to your people of old, 
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars 
and calling them to be a blessing to others, 
showing them steadfast love in every generation 
and calling them to be a light to the nations. 
Your mercy endures forever. 

C Your mercy endures forever. 
 

P By your promise 
you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, 
grafting us into your living Vine, 
and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember his life laid down and lifted up 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P Send your Holy Spirit upon us 
and these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless us to be a blessing. 
Make us a sign of your faithfulness. 
Send us to tend and cherish the earth 
and to serve the world with mercy and love. 
  
With all the saints in light, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, 
in your Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please be seated 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
 
COMMUNION 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN  
ELW 737, He Comes to Us as One Unknown 

 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. 
Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have 
been nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may 
we be strengthened to keep your word and to proclaim the power of your 
love in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you 
sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set 
forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick and 
homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will 
receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
 
BLESSING 

P God, the Source of glory, 
God, the Word of life, 
God, the Spirit of truth 

☩ bless you all, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING SONG ELW 546, To Be Your Presence 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace.  Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE Interpretation on 

To Be your Presence 
David Cherwien 
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TODAY'S WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 
Presiding Minister:    Rev. James Aalgaard 
Organist:    Judy Olson 
Lector:    Riva Morgan 
Communion Assistant:   Riva Morgan 
Tech:    Marlena La Paz 
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