10:30 a.m.
Sunday
March 29, 2020

4™ Sunday in
Lent

ELW Setting 4

The Holy Spirit
calls us
together as the
people of God.

GATHERING

WELCOME EVERYONE!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father,

and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.



P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and
of one another.

Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free
us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power
of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



God speaks to
us in scripture
reading,
preaching,
and song.

WORD

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as
a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through
God'’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through
this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.”
'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he
brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.
’He led me all around them; there were very many
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. “He said
to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered,
“O Lord GoD, you know.” “Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry
bones, hear the word of the LORD. “Thus says the
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you, and
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live;
and you shall know that I am the LORD.”

’So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and
as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its



bone. °I looked, and there were sinews on them, and
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. “Then he said
to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live.” '’I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
""Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the
whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.” '“Therefore prophesy, and say to them,
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and I will bring you back to the land of
Israel. "And you shall know that I am the LORD,
when I open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people. '“I will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the
LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45
P The holy gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.



Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies.
Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and
restores him to life.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha. “Mary was the
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped
his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. “So
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom
you love is ill.” “But when Jesus heard it, he said,
“This 1llness does not lead to death; rather it 1s for
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.” “Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha
and her sister and Lazarus, °after having heard that
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.

'Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go
to Judea again.” “The disciples said to him, “Rabbi,
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are
you going there again?” “Jesus answered, “Are there
not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during
the day do not stumble, because they see the light of
this world. '"But those who walk at night stumble,
because the light is not in them.” '' After saying this,
he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but I am going there to awaken him.” '“The disciples
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be
all right.” "“Jesus, however, had been speaking about
his death, but they thought that he was referring
merely to sleep. “Then Jesus told them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead. °For your sake I am glad I was not
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

5



'“Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die
with him.”

""When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had
already been in the tomb four days. '“Now Bethany
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, '"and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. ’"When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. *'Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. “’But even now I know that God will give
you whatever you ask of him.” “Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again.” “*Martha said to him,
“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on
the last day.” “°Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me,
even though they die, will live, “°and everyone who
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” “’She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the
one coming into the world.”

“When she had said this, she went back and
called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” ’And when
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.
‘“Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was
still at the place where Martha had met him. *' The
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her,



saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed
her because they thought that she was going to the
tomb to weep there. *“When Mary came where Jesus
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died.” *When Jesus saw her weeping, and
the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” *Jesus began to weep. *°So
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *’But some
of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

**Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already
there is a stench because he has been dead four
days.” ““Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if
you believed, you would see the glory of God?” *'So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward
and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me.
*I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they
may believe that you sent me.” “*"When he had said
this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
*“The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”



“*Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with
Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
ELW 629, Abide With Me



Abide with Me
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
2 Swift to its close  ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
3 1 need thy  pres - ence ev - 'ty  pass - ing hour;
4 1 fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
5 Hold thou thy  cross be - fore my clos - ing eyes,
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
earth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
what  but thy grace can foil the tempt-er’'s pow’r?
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
shine through the gloom, and point me to the  skies;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
change and de - cay in all a - round I see;
Who like thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to - ry?
heav’'n’s morn-ing  breaks, and earth’s vain shad- ows flee;
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help of the  help-less, oh, a - bide with me.
0 thou who chang-est not, a - bide with me.
Through cloud and  sun - shine, oh, a - bide with me.
I tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with me!
in life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847

Music: EVENTIDE, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and
merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body.
Enliven the church with your Spirit. Bless the work
of those who work for its renewal. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of life, you love the world you have made and
you grieve when creation suffers. Restore polluted
lands and waterways. Heal areas of the world
ravaged by storms, floods, wildfires, droughts, or
other natural disasters. Bring all things to new life.
May we celebrate new life when it appears around
us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, show redemption to all who watch and
wait with eager expectation: those longing for wars
to cease, those waiting for immigration paperwork to
finalize, those seeking election, and those in dire
need of humanitarian relief. Come quickly with your
hope. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, you weep with those who grieve.
Unbind all who are held captive by anxiety, despair,
or pain (especially all impacted by the coronavirus,
and members of the medical community). Fill us with



God blesses us
and sends us
in mission to

the world.

compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and
keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this
congregation to collaborate with our community in
caring for the needs of our neighbors. (Particular
ministry partnerships may be named.) Strengthen our
ties with other local congregations, agencies, and
services. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember
all those who have died and trust that, in you, they
will live again. Breathe new life into our dry bones,
that we, too, might live with you forever. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these
and all our prayers as we commend them to you;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
- No more hymnal check-out
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- No pick-up of palm branches

- Please leave voicemails at church, or send
emails

- Wednesday lectionary Bible study through
Zoom

- Photos of being at home? Email to
office@glcwen.org

- Other?

LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as

Jesus
taught us

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



SENDING

BLESSING

P Almighty God, Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN
ELW 886, Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tongues to sing my great Re-deem-er’s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor-rows cease,
4 He speaks, and lis-t'ning to his voice, new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a -broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, a
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Glaser, 1784 1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C Thanks be to God.
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