ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 1, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are
the body of Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in
many northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all
who have died in Christ and whose baptism 1s complete. At the Lord’s
table we gather with the faithful of every time and place, trusting that the
promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped away in
the new Jerusalem.

COMMUNION DURING COVID-19

Welcome to worship! We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion
today. Please have elements ready and placed in a way that you have easy
access during our communion liturgy. Are there people you know who are
probably worshiping alone? How about giving them a call, inviting them
to celebrate the meal over the phone? For more information about our
communion practice during the time of covid-19, please check out our
resources tab on our website: www.glcwen.org.



http://www.glcwen.org/

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P] Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.

Amen.

P} Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN
ELW 425, Behold the Host Arrayed in White

Text: Hans A. Brorson, 1694-1764; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, alt.
Music: DEN STORE HVIDE FLOK, Norwegian folk tune, 17th cent.; arr. Edvard H. Grieg, 1843-1907
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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GREETING

P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

[P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion
in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace
to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to
know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Revelation 7:9-17

The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor

during a time of great oppression. Today’s reading is a response to the question
asked in 6:17: “Who is able to stand? " The writer gives the faithful the
assurance of God’s protection and a vision of victory.

SAfter this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. °They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to



the Lamb!™
1 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and
the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne
and worshiped God, *singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these,
robed in white, and where have they come from?” **I said to him, “Sir,
you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
LFor this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
*They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsSALM 34:1-10, 22

I will bless the LorD| at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth.
21 will glory | in the LORD;
let the lowly hear | and rejoice.
3Proclaim with me the greatness | of the LORD;
let us exalt God’s | name together.



*1 sought the LoRrD, who | answered me
and delivered me from | all my terrors.
°Look upon the LORD| and be radiant,
and let not your faces | be ashamed.
°| called in my affliction, and | the LORD heard me
and saved me from | all my troubles.
"The angel of the LORD encamps around those who | fear the LORD
and de- | livers them.
STaste and see that the | LORD is good;
happy are they who take ref- | uge in God!
Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD,
for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing.
¥The lions are in want and | suffer hunger,
but those who seek the LORD lack nothing | that is good.
220 LoRD, you redeem the life | of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-3

A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out of
divine love, set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that we
shall see God as God really is.

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not
know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children
now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is
this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he
is. *And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is
pure.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 23:1-12
P] The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, ?The scribes and the
Pharisees sit on Moses' seat; 3therefore, do whatever they teach you and
follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they
teach. “They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the
shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to
move them. °They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make
their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. ®They love to have the
place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, ‘and to
be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call
them rabbi. 8But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one
teacher, and you are all students. >And call no one your father on earth,
for you have one Father — the one in heaven. °Nor are you to be called
instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. 1 The greatest
among you will be your servant. 12All who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 422, For All the Saints
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Text: William W. How, 1823-1897

Music: SINE NOMINE, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Music from The English Hymnal outsied the USA© Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



THE APOSTLES’ CREED
P} With the whole Christian Church on earth, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P} Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.

After each portion of the prayers:
P) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



On this All Saints Sunday we give thanks for those who have gone before us:

Greg Wegner
Zelika Edwards
Don Wallace
Deda Kenyon
Edith Larkin
Richard Foss
Barbara Fleisher

P} Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that
day when you gather all creation around your throne where you will
reign forever and ever.

Amen.

PEACE
P] The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER

P] Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to
feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (Please pray whatever version you prefer)
P} Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your Kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
[P] Taste and see that the Lord is good.



COMMUNION

P] The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Q . — I K .
O ——s < o, 1 :
» &
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
IQ 5 i -~ ! | i)
v ! J J\’ s ® y & L‘ i ﬁ
mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
Q | ' | I
Gh o Y P
%4‘ o _‘I_‘ i i J! & ! ]
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
9
s r— — | |
o—— ’ e
) S
sin of the world; grant us peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P] Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of
Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to
proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Pl The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN

ELW 423, Shall We Gather at the River
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2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil- ver spray,
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4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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gath-er with the saints at the rtiv - er that flows by the throne of God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry

DISMISSAL
P] Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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