CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 22, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of
judgment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by
ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In
the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured
and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of
Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all
things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go
forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

CoMMUNION DURING COVID-19

Welcome to worship! We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion
today. Please have elements ready and placed in a way that you have easy
access during our communion liturgy. Are there people you know who are
probably worshiping alone? How about giving them a call, inviting them
to celebrate the meal over the phone? For more information about our
communion practice during the time of covid-19, please check out our
resources tab on our website: www.glcwen.org.



http://www.glcwen.org/

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

P

P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN
ELW 434, Jesus Shall Reign
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - ¢€’er the sun does its  suc -
2 To him shall end - less prayer be  made, and  prais - es

3 Peo - ple and realms of ev - ry tongue dwell on  his
4 Bless - ings a - bound wher - ¢€’er he  reigns: the pris - ‘ners
5 Let ev- Ty crea - ture rise and  bring pe - cu - lar
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise with ev - ry morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall  pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - mnal rest, and all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

GREETING
[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P] Let us pray.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and
in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know
what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the
LoRrD will assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The LORD will also set over
them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the
people.

UThus says the Lord Gop: | myself will search for my sheep, and will
seek them out. ?As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are
among their scattered sheep, so | will seek out my sheep. | will rescue
them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness. *3I will bring them out from the peoples and
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own
land; and | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 1 will feed
them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be
their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they
shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. **I myself will be
the shepherd of my sheep, and | will make them lie down, says the
Lord Gob. *°I will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and |
will bind up the injured, and | will strengthen the weak, but the fat and
the strong | will destroy. | will feed them with justice.

2YTherefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: | myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 2!Because you pushed with
flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns
until you scattered them far and wide, 2%l will save my flock, and they
shall no longer be ravaged; and | will judge between sheep and sheep.

231 will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he
shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 2*And I, the



LoRrD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them; I, the LORD, have spoken.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsaLM 95:1-7a

1Come, let us sing | to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
’Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
3For you, LORD, | are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
*In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours.
The sea is yours, | for you made it,
and your hands have molded | the dry land.
°Come, let us worship | and bow down,
let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.
"8For the LORD| is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep |
of God’s hand.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising
Jesus from the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church
and the entire universe, now and in the age to come..

3] have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as |
remember you in my prayers. X'l pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and



revelation as you come to know him, 8so that, with the eyes of your
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, %and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. °God put
this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, ?!far above all rule
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 2And he has
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things
for the church, Zwhich is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in
all.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
P] The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is
treated: what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done
for him.,



[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“When the Son of Man comes in his
glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his
glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats, *3and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the
left. **Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; *for | was hungry and you gave me food, |
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and
you welcomed me, *1 was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 3"Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 3¥And
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked
and gave you clothing? 3°And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?’ “°And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family you did it to me.” “*Then he will say to those at his left hand,
“You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels; **for | was hungry and you gave me no food, |
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you
did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and
in prison and you did not visit me.” **Then they also will answer, ‘Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ “Then he will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.” *And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 439, Soon and Very Soon
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Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945
Music: VERY SOON, Andraé Crouch
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




THE APOSTLES’ CREED
P} With the whole Christian Church on earth, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P} Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.

After each portion of the prayers:
P) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

P} Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that
day when you gather all creation around your throne where you will
reign forever and ever.

Amen.



PEACE
P] The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

P| Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to
feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (Please pray whatever version you prefer)
P} Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P] Taste and see that the Lord is good.



COMMUNION

P] The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P] Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN

ELW 855, Crown Him with Many Crowns
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and hail

the root whence mer - cy
but down -

who died,
thy praise

thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
ev - er flows,the babe of Beth-le - hem.
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e - ter - nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.
and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

DISMISSAL

[P} Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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