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Welcome to Grace! 
  

The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of 
glass pieces, each one unique and important.  The same is true for all of 
God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 

We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all 
are welcome.  Believers, non-believers, doubters, seekers and questioners: 
You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People of all 
sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and 
poor. Black, brown and white: You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt 
or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are welcome 
here. 
 

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained 
glass, broken and beautiful in our own way. 
 

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We 
seek to reconcile ourselves to one another and to God, the master artist. 
  

Our Mission Statement 
  

"To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and 
sacraments so that a community of believers is created, trained, 
nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples 
quarrel over which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way 
to be great is to serve. Then, to make it concrete, he puts in front of them 
a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the children God puts 
in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give 
them a place of honor in the assembly. 
 

 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
 

PRELUDE  
Improvisation on “Lord Whose Love in Humble Service” 

Michael Burkhardt 
 
 
 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin,   
whose mercy endures forever. 

C Amen. 
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P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 
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MUSICAL OFFERING   
ELW 588, There's a Wideness in God's Mercy 

 
1 There's a wideness in God's mercy, 

like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in God's justice 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heav'n. 
There is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgment giv'n. 

 
2 There is welcome for the sinner, 

and a promised grace made good; 
there is mercy with the Savior; 
there is healing in his blood. 
There is grace enough for thousands 
of new worlds as great as this; 
there is room for fresh creations 
in that upper home of bliss. 

 
3 For the love of God is broader 

than the measures of our mind; 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
But we make this love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify its strictness 
with a zeal God will not own. 
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4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; 
it is something more than all: 
greater good because of evil, 
larger mercy through the fall. 
Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
let us take you at your word, 
and our lives will be thanksgiving 
for the goodness of the Lord. 

 
 
GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE  p. 138 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE   p. 140 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome 
us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish 
ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and 
understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced 
God’s word to Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. 
Jeremiah continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering. 
  

 18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; 
  then you showed me their evil deeds. 
 19But I was like a gentle lamb 
  led to the slaughter. 
 And I did not know it was against me 
  that they devised schemes, saying, 
 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 
 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 
  who try the heart and the mind, 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 54 
 

 1Save me, O God, | by your name; 
  in your might, de- | fend my cause. 
 2Hear my | prayer, O God; 
  give ear to the words | of my mouth. 
 3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have |  

sought my life, 
  those who have no re- | gard for God. 
 4Behold, God | is my helper; 
  it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life.      
 5Render evil to those who | spy on me; 
  in your faithful- | ness, destroy them. 
 6I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice 
  and praise your name, O LORD, for | it is good. 
 7For you have rescued me from | every trouble, 
  and my eye looks down | on my enemies.     
 
 

SECOND READING: James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 
 

A reading from James. 
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy 
our own wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, 
mercy, and impartiality toward others. 
  
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life 
that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you 
have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be 
boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down 
from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is 
envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness 
of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
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peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4: 
 

  1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come 
from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within 
you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. 
And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in 
disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You 
ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend 
what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he 
will draw near to you. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37 

P The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is 
seduced by the world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and 
money. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 
 

30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did 
not want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying 
to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and 
they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 
32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to 
ask him. 



9 

 

  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they 
were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was 
the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 
36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his 
arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my 
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but 
the one who sent me.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 
SERMON 
 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

ELW 641, All Are Welcome  
 
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

Refrain 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
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2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain 

 
3 Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain 

 
4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain 

 
5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain 
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Please stand as you are able 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

P With the whole Christian Church on earth, let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C ...hear our prayer. 
 

P Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of 
your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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LORD’S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
 
COMMUNION 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD   p. 146 
 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING  

ELW 712, Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need, 
who upon the cross, forsaken, 
worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
we, your servants, bring the worship 
not of voice alone, but heart; 
consecrating to your purpose 
ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 
2 Still your children wander homeless; 

still the hungry cry for bread; 
still the captives long for freedom; 
still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
healed the sick and freed the soul, 
by your Spirit send your power 
to our world to make it whole. 

 
3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

till your love's revealing light 
in its height and depth and greatness 
dawns upon our quickened sight, 
making known the needs and burdens 
your compassion bids us bear, 
stirring us to ardent service, 
your abundant life to share. 
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4 Called by worship to your service, 
forth in your dear name we go, 
to the child, the youth, the aged, 
love in living deeds to show; 
hope and health, good will and comfort, 
counsel, aid and peace we give, 
that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
may your mercy know and live. 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for 
sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy 
Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we 
will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 
 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
 
BLESSING 

P The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

P The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 
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MUSICAL OFFERING 
ELW 538, The Lord Now Sends Us Forth: Enviado soy de Dios 

 

The Lord now sends us forth 
with hands to serve and give, 
to make of all the earth 
a better place to live. Repeat 
 
The angels are not sent 
into our world of pain 
to do what we were meant 
to do in Jesus' name; 
that falls to you and me 
and all who are made free. 
Help us, O Lord, we pray, 
to do your will today. Repeat 
 
 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE The Lord Now Sends Us Forth 

Gerald M. Cartford 
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TODAY'S WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
 
Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Assisting Minister:   Pastoral Intern Anna Ferro 
Organist:    Judy Olson 
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Roxanne Reindl  Finance Manager    finance@glcwen.org 

 


