17™ SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 27, 2020

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals
surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim
the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life.
Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests
of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup,
we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

COMMUNION DURING COVID-19

Welcome to worship! We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion
today. Please have elements ready and placed in a way that you have easy
access during our communion liturgy. Are there people you know who are
probably worshiping alone? How about giving them a call, inviting them
to celebrate the meal over the phone? For more information about our
communion practice during the time of covid-19, please check out our
resources tab on our website: www.glcwen.org.



http://www.glcwen.org/

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

P

P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

ELW 520, Dearest Jesus, at Your Word
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Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4, tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: LIEBSER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673

GREETING

P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P] Let us pray.
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us
your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us,
and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their
parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous
behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

The word of the LORD came to me: ?What do you mean by repeating
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge™? 3As | live, says the
Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. *Know
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the
child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

2Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house
of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? *When
the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity,
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall
die. 2’Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their
life. 2Because they considered and turned away from all the



transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they
shall not die. 2°Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is
unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that
are unfair?

STherefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according
to your ways, says the Lord Gob. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 3Cast away from
you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? 32For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord
Gob. Turn, then, and live.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsALM 25:1-9

To | you, O LORD,
| lift | up my soul.

My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.

3L_et none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.

“Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths.

°Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all | the day
long.

°Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.

'Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of
your good- | ness, O LORD.



8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
*You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early
Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the
cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as
the foundation for Christian accord.

LIf then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make
my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in
full accord and of one mind. ®Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. *Let
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.
°Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
%he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

*Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,

Y50 that at the name of Jesus



every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
1and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not
only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling; **for it is God who is at work in
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32
P} The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching
there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to
be in charge of the temple.

2When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” ?*Jesus
said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority | do these things.
2°Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 2°But if we say,
‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a
prophet.” ?’So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and



said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” ?He answered, ‘I will
not’; but later he changed his mind and went. **The father went to the
second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not
go. 3'Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. **For John
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 765, Lord of All Hopefulness
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be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss In our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in our  hearts, Lord, at the eve of  the day.
your peace in our  hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




THE APOSTLES’ CREED
P} With the whole Christian Church on earth, let us confess our faith.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P) Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need.

After each portion of the prayers:
P] Lord, in your mercy,
...hear our prayer.

P] All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to
your mercy; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



PEACE
P] The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

MusiCAL OFFERING

This song in Swahili is the call for young people/ the youth to
stand up and go for mission work, to go and preach the
gospel. The young people have enough energy to go
anywhere for mission work. The song calls all young people
to join their efforts and preach the gospel of Christ. (from
Pastor Moses Nwaka, director of the Tumaini Lutheran
School and Seminary, Ulanga Kilombero Diocese of
Tanzania)

Chorus (paraphrase):

Stand up! Stand up and join the song!
Our Lord is with the old and young!
He gives us everything we need,

To preach God’s love in word and deed.



OFFERING PRAYER

P] Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer
and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER (Please pray whatever version you prefer)
P] Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your Kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
[P] Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION

P] The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.



LAMB OF GOD
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P] Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION
May the Love of the Lord
Swee Hong Lim, 1992, Singapore
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Words: maria Ling Poh Choo. Music: Swee Hong Lim.
General Board of Global Ministries-GBGMusik



SENDING HYMN

ELW 768, Lead Me, Guide Me
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Lead me, O Lord, lead me

Text: Doris Akers, 1922-1995
Music: Doris Akers

Text and music © 1953 Doris Akers, admin. Unichappell Music, Inc.

LEAD ME, GUIDE ME

Irregular



DISMISSAL
[P} Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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