First Sunday of Advent

Liturgical Setting: Schubert

November 30, 2025
10:30 am

Grace Lutheran Church
Wenatchee, WA

Welcome to Grace!

The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and
important. The same is true for all of God'’s children. As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes
us stronger and more resilient.

We strive to welcome all. We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome. Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here. Old and young. Able or disabled. People
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here. Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white:
You are welcome here. Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie. Addiction and mental health concerns: You are
welcome here.

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own
way.

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors. We seek to reconcile ourselves to one
another and to God, the master artist.

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!

If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a
few options, especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. Quiet toys
are located just outside the back door of the sanctuary for young children and caregivers. Most Sundays we
have nursery staff available to help watch the children in that space. You are also welcome to use the quiet
area under the balcony, beside the stained-glass window.

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”

Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation




INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge
us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God
will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for
the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal
that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

+++ GATHERING + + +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND KIDS’ TALK

PRELUDE Come Soon, God of Love James Aalgaard, Cameroon trad.
Growing in Grace

Come soon, God of love, God of light. Come soon, God of peace, God of joy. Come soon, come soon, God of love, we are
waiting for you. Shadows are long and the days grow cold; we hear a distant song for the young and old.

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.

*+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.
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GATHERING SONG ELW #260, The King Shall Come
Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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I The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to - rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn shall dawn up - on our race
5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau - ty brings.

e ——— BRI

_‘_
; e o

when beau - ty gilds the east-ern hills and life to joy a-wakes.
but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
and left the lone-some place of death, de - spite the rage of foes.
the day when Christ in splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo - ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentuucky Harmony, 1816

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Harmonies may be found in ELW #152, the cranberry hymnal.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers
of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

+++WORD +++
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of peace.
Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord
now!”

A reading from Isaiah.
! The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2|n days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
>0 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 122
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Cantors sing phrases in italics.
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sing with me: “This is the house of God!”
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The tem - ple’ gatés swing wide and free—this is the house of God!

Be - fore the rul - er’s

judg - ment  seat, we

seek the peace of

God.
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SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the future.

A reading from Romans.

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 1? the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us
then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 4 Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The choir sings the acclamation; all repeat it.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-
day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come
unannounced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 3¢ “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son,
but only the Father. 3’ For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, 3°and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son
of Man. 4°Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. ' Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 4> Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. 3 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 4 Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON Intern Laura Olsen



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #436, Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men
2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and all her
3 Glo - - a! Let heav’'n a - dore you! Let saints and
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Now come, O Bless - ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thun-d’ring might
n }
A — T ! T ! ! o 2 o — 7] ‘
[ {4n) | | | | = | | |
4 o =2 = = } ! ! - ! !
Al - le - lu - ia! Rise and pre - pare the feast to share;
Sing ho - san - na! Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all,
of such glo - 1y There we will go: what joy we’ll know!
2 » ! | ] i
o [ & *# = - i
J ' - . ©
go, meet the bride - groom, who draws  near.
and fol - low to the ban - quet hall.
There sweet de - light will ev - er flow.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our Christian faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the
nations, and the whole creation.

After each portion of the prayers:

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ,
Emmanuel.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+++ MEAL +++
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

OFFERING



OFFERING ANTHEM

Zion Hears the Watchmen Singing
Voices of Grace

J. S. Bach

(Sung in German.) Translation: Zion hears the watchmen singing, and all her heart with joy is springing.
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.

Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, the strong in grace, in truth victorious: her star is risen, her light is come.

Now come, O Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son. Sing hosannal!
Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all, and follow to the banquet hall.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

O Mighty One,

you have done great things for us, and holy is your name. Bless all we offer you—our selves, our time, and
our possessions—that through us your grace and favor may be made known to all the world; for the sake of
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Choir: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Harmonies may be found in ELW #190, the cranberry hymnal.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy... ...we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION SONG Harmonies may be found in ELW #199, the cranberry hymnal.
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DISTRIBUTION SONG ELW #252, Each Winter As the Year Grows Older
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Text: William Gay, b. 1920, alt.
Music: CAROL OF HOPE, Annabeth Gay, b. 1925
Text and music © 1971 United Church Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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DISTRIBUTION SONG

Keep Your Lamps
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: KEEP YOUR LAMPS, African American spiritual
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Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good
things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

+++ SENDING + + +
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Please be seated.

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

ELW #439, Soon and Very Soon

Harmonies may be found in ELW — the cranberry hymnal.
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Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945
Music: VERY SOON, Andraé Crouch
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.

Andraé Crouch, arr. Phillip Keveren

POSTLUDE Soon and Very Soon
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Serving in Today's Worship

Presiding Minister: Rev. James Aalgaard
Pastoral Intern: Laura Olsen
Assisting Minister: Kate Gregg
Cantor: Kristi Lee
Communion Assistant: Colleen Smith
Tech: Chad Dulac

+++

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have granted us
permission to include you in our videos. If you have a concern about being included, please let the staff know, and we will help find
a solution that meets your needs.
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