The 8" Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgical Setting: ELW 7

August 3, 2025
9:30 am

Grace Lutheran Church
Wenatchee, WA

Welcome to Grace!

The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and
important. The same is true for all of God'’s children. As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes
us stronger and more resilient.

We strive to welcome all. We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome. Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here. Old and young. Able or disabled. People
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here. Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white:
You are welcome here. Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie. Addiction and mental health concerns: You are
welcome here.

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own
way.

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors. We seek to reconcile ourselves to one
another and to God, the master artist.

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!

If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a
few options, especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. Quiet toys
are located just outside the back door of the sanctuary for young children and caregivers. Most Sundays we
have nursery staff available to help watch the children in that space. You are also welcome to use the quiet
area under the balcony, beside the stained-glass window.

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”

Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation




INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business”
of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy
baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.”
To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.

+++ GATHERING + + +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND KIDS’ TALK

PRELUDE Jesus, Priceless Treasure Michael Burkhardt
To meditate on the text, see hymn #775.

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

Harmonies may be found in ELW —the cranberry hymnal.

ELW #853, When Morning Gilds the Skies
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1 When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak-ing  cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this 18 my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all  high heav’n is  known
4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con - cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
D |
}
\37.a| |F ’- & IF IP G
J T T T T
may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee- ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all  the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
thee - ter - nal psalm 1s  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be  praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be  praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844—1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God
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Yen la tie - rra paz pa-raa-que-llos quea-mael Se - fior.
And on earth .. peace to God’s pco-ple. Glo - ry to God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving,
to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

+++WORD +++
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into an
empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work
because such enjoyment is a gift from God.

A reading from Ecclesiastes.

2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.



12, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 3| applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom
all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to humans to be busy with. **1 saw
all the deeds that are done under the sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.

218 hated all my toil in which | had toiled under the sun, seeing that | must leave it to my successor, '°and
who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be master of all for which | toiled and used my
wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 2°So | turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil
of my labors under the sun, ?! because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill
must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do
mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain,
and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 49
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1 Let peo-ple ev - ery-where, of ev - ery land and na - tion,
2 Why should we cringe in  fear of men - ac - ing ag - gres - sions
3 Both wise and fool - ish die, a - Ilike we all will per - ish;
4 So do not en - vy those whose fleet-ing wealth in - creas - es;
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give heed to  wis - dom meant for ev - ery rank and sta - tion.
by  those who trust in wealth and boast of their pos - ses - sions?
nor can we take with us the earth - ly things we cher - ish.
their gran-deur will not last, for at the grave it ceas - es.
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... continued on page 6 ...
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Let rich and poor no  more their 1 - val - ry pro - long
For no one can bribe God, nor can mere mor - tals save
Though some prize pom - pous speech, their claims are emp -ty breath;
Be - ware of tempt-ing schemes that earth-bound hearts de - vise;
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but lis - ten for the truths con - veyed in sa - cred song.
e-nough to ran - som life and nev - er see the grave.
for God a - lone has power to res - cue us from death.
but find your life in God: through faith be tru - ly wise.
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WORDS: Carl P. Daw, Jr.
MUSIC: Ahasuerus Fritsch; harm. ]. S. Bach

Words © 2018 Hope Publishing Company

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11
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DARMSTADT
6.7.6.7.6.6.6.6.6.6.

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old clothes and put on
new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ.

A reading from Colossians.

1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. ?Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be

revealed with him in glory.

> Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
greed (which is idolatry). ® On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. ’ These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8 But now you must
get rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. ° Do not lie to
one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices °and have clothed yourselves
with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. ! In that
renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and

free, but Christ is all and in all!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21

In God'’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the worth of one’s life
with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with

me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” > And he said to them,
“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions.” 1 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. ¥’ And he thought
to himself, ‘What should | do, for | have no place to store my crops?’ 8 Then he said, ‘I will do this: | will pull
down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. ° And | will say to my
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 2° But God said to him,
‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will
they be?’ 2! So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



SERMON

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Lord, Whose Then Shall They Be
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1.Lord, whose  then shall they be, These
2. We trust earth’s tran - sient gifts To
3. But noth ing born of earth Un -
4.0 Christ, who of - fered all, Teach
5. Help us to hold in trust The
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treas - ured goods we store?  Shall all the wealth we
feed and sat - is - fy, To form a rock on
shak - en  can a bide. Like sand it soon 1S
us the truth a gain: That on - ly what we
treas - ured goods we store And share them where you
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gain and guard Be - yond a day en - dure?
which to stand Un - ul, at last, we die.
swept a - way In time’s swift, swirl - ing tide.
give in love Shall through all time a - bide.
bid us serve The dis - pos - sessed and poor.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007, @ 1997, GIA Publications, Inc.
Tune: SOUTHWELL, SM; William Daman, The Psalmes of David, 1579, alt.

APOSTLES’ CREED
Let us confess our Christian faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.




| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of the
world.

After each portion of the prayers:

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

+++ MEAL + ++
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING If With All Your Hearts Felix Mendelssohn
Vocal Quartet

If with all your hearts ye truly seek me, ye shall ever surely find me; thus saith our God. Oh! That | knew where | might
find Him, that | might even come before His presence.

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the
earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious
presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Blestis he who comes in the name ... of the Lord.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you.

Eat and rejoice.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

DISTRIBUTION SONG
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da - nos u  paz, da - nos tu  paz.
grant us  your peace, grant us  your peace.
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DISTRIBUTION SONG Faith Begins by Letting Go
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1 Faith be - gins by let - ting go, giv-ing up what hadseemed sure,
2 Faith en-dures by hold -ing on, keep-ing mem-'ry’s roots a - live
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,
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tak -ing risks and press-ing on, though the way feels less se - cure:

so that hope may bear its fruit; prom -ise - fed, our souls will thrive,
shar-ing strug-gles, liv - ing prayer, bind -ing up the bro-ken parts;
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pil - grim - age bothright and odd, trust-ing all our life to God.
not through mer - it we pos-sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
till we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit - ness to God’s grace.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

MUSICAL OFFERING Jesus, Priceless Treasure Johann Gottfried Walther
Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast of life and salvation. Shine the
light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever.
Amen.

+++SENDING + + +

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Please be seated.
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.
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BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING SONG

ELW #650, In Christ There Is No East or West
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1 In  Chnst there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
2 In  Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com - mu - nion find;
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.
4 In  Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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his ser-vice 1s the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All  chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.
all  Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.
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Text: John Oxenham, 1852—-1941, alt.
Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Toccata in C Major
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Serving in Today's Worship

Presiding Minister: Rev. James Aalgaard
Preacher: Rev. Jenna Bergeson
Assisting Minister: Lisa Zanol
Acolyte: Elsa Vogt
Lector: Dee Ann Gregg
Communion Assistant: Karen Zanol
Vocal Quartet: Carolyn Bentsen, Marlena La Paz, Tony Morgan,
Marshall Thomas
Tech: Marlena La Paz
+++

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have granted us
permission to include you in our videos. If you have a concern about being included, please let the staff know, and we will help find
a solution that meets your needs.

+++
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