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Welcome to Grace! 

 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 
We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 
 
You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 
 
As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist. 
  
Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  
 
If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options, especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. Quiet toys 
are located just outside the back door of the sanctuary for young children and caregivers. Most Sundays we 
have nursery staff available to help watch the children in that space. You are also welcome to use the quiet 
area under the balcony, beside the stained-glass window. 
 
 
Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments 
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 
Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the death of innocent children at the 
hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we 
walk with all the “holy innocents” of past generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In our gathering around 
word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in days of old. 
    
 

+ + + GATHERING + + + 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
 

WELCOME AND KIDS’ TALK 
 
PRELUDE                                      Love Has Come                                   Robert Lau 

Judy Olson, guest organist 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty Savior, 
Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Reconciling God, 
we yearn for your presence to transform 
our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized 
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violent systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 
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God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 
Amen. 
 
 
 
GATHERING SONG                       ELW #292, Love Has Come 
 

 
 
 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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KYRIE            

 
 
 

SONG OF PRAISE     ELW #270, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so 
defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated.  
 
 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING                        Joy to the World    G. F. Händel, arr. Kenneth Baird 
Columbia River Community Flute Ensemble 

 
 
 
 

+ + + WORD + + + 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9 
God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own presence brings salvation. The prophet 
and all who read these words join in celebrating God’s gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely. 
   

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
  the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
 because of all that the Lord has done for us 
  and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
 8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
  children who will not act deceitfully,” 
 and he became their savior 
  9 in all their distress. 
 It was no messenger or angel 
  but his presence that saved them; 
 in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; 
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 80    ELW #823, Praise the Lord! O Heavens 
Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 

 

 
 

  

SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:10-18 
Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed for us. We do not fear death, because 
he has conquered the power of death. Thus Christ, our merciful and faithful high priest, has the final say over the destiny 
of our lives. 
 

A reading from Hebrews.  
 

10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, 
should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For the one who sanctifies and those 
who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters, 12 saying, 
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
13 And again, 
 “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again, 
 “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
  14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who 
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all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but 
the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so 
that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of 
atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help 
those who are being tested. 

 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           ELW #510, Word of God, Come Down on Earth 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew  2:13-23 
In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the jealousy of Herod. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take 
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for 
the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
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  16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the 
children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 
learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
  19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get 
up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are 
dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he 
heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being 
warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 
Nazarene.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
RESPONSE    All sing.    ELW #510, Word of God, Come Down on Earth, stanza 3 
 

Word that speaks God’s tender love, one with God beyond all telling,  
Word that sends us from above God the Spirit, with us dwelling,  
Word of truth, to all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us. 

 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

SERMON                     
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



9 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  Gentle Joseph Heard a Warning 
 

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
Let us confess our Christian faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all who are in need. 
 

After each portion of the prayers:  
 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless 
mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING 
MUSICAL OFFERING                 The Blessed Virgin’s Cradle Song                 Edward Bairstow 

Phil Gregg-tenor, Marlena La Paz-soprano 
 

Slumber in Thy manger Jesu, Child Divine, lying, Lord of Heaven, with the lowly kine. Love shall be Thy cradle, love shall 
hush Thy cry, love, the love of mother, love Thy lullaby.  

 

Slumber in Thy manger, born without a pang, while the angel’s anthem thro’ the heavens rang. Poor the welcome bid 
Thee, yet the best is nigh, love, the love of mother, love Thy lullaby. 

 

Slumber in Thy manger, though the cross await and the darkness hide Thee, hanging desolate; though Thy God forsake 
Thee, yet there cannot die, love, the love of mother, love Thy lullaby. 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

God of glory, 
great are your wonders among us 
and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                       

 

 

 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God… …both now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God is now in flesh appearing. 
Come to the feast of joy! 
 
Please be seated. 

 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONG         
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DISTRIBUTION SONG                          The First Noel   English trad., arr. Kenneth Baird 

Columbia River Community Flute Ensemble 
 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONG         ELW #299, Cold December Flies Away 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 
Amen. 

 

+ + + SENDING + + + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

 
BLESSING 
The triune God, 
glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                ELW #288, Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 
 

 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE        Noel on "El desembre congelat” (“Cold December Flies Away”)     Louis-Claude D’Aquin 
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Serving in Today's Worship 
Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Pastoral Intern:  Laura Olsen 
Lector:    Joyce Owens 
Guest Organist/Pianist: Judy Olson 
Altar Guild:   Denise Miller 
Tech:    Phil Gregg 
Greeters:   Rhonda Stradling Lara and Jolane Guthrie 
    

+ + + 
 
A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have granted us 
permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let the staff know, and we will help find 
a solution that meets your needs. 
 

+ + + 
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