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    Presentation of Our Lord 
       February 2, 2025  

 
                  ELW Setting 3 
 
             Grace Lutheran Church  
                 Wenatchee, WA 
 
 

        Welcome to Grace! 
 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 
We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 
 
You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 
 
As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist. 
  
Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  
 
If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a 
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery 
available during our worship gathering.  You will find it downstairs, through the first door to the right at the 
bottom of the stairs.   
 
Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments 
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 
Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation.  
 
 

 

 
Grace Lutheran Church 
1408 Washington Street, Wenatchee WA 98801 
509-663-2189 
www.glcwen.org 
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Introduction to the day 
The Presentation of Our Lord is referred to in some corners of the church as Candlemas because of an ancient tradition 
of blessing all the candles to be used in the church in the coming year at the mass celebrated on that day. It was a way of 
underscoring the truth of Simeon’s confession that this baby Jesus was “a light for revelation to the Gentiles” and a light 
for glory to Israel. Let the light of every candle in church be a little epiphany of the love of God for all people in the 
person of God’s son, Jesus, the light of the world. 

 

+ + + GATHERING + + + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 
WELCOME & KIDS' TALK 
 
PRELUDE                  Behold the Infant Jesus             Puerto Rican, arr. Dorothy Youngman 

Bells of Grace 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our creator, 
our protector, 
our wellspring of life.   Amen. 
 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 
Forgive us for the ways we act 
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 
We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 
we resist your call to oppose injustice; 
we give in to scarcity and fear; 
we assume the worst about one another.  
Cleanse us from our faults 
and release us from their grasp. 
Show us your lovingkindness. 
Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ’s ways.  Amen. 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by name. You are mine.” 

In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 
In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 
live anew as beloved children of God.   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG              ELW #417, In His Temple Now Behold Him 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this day in the temple. May we be 
presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
+ + + WORD + + + 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4 
This reading concludes a larger section (2:17—3:5) in which the prophet speaks of the coming of the God of justice. 
Malachi looks for that day when the wondrous power of God will purify the priestly descendents of Levi who minister in 
the temple at Jerusalem. 
 

A reading from Malachi. 

       1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says 
the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and 
as in former years. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 84 
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:14-18 
Jesus shared human nature fully so that his death might be for all humans a liberation from slavery to death’s power. 
Here the writer uses the image of priestly service in the temple as a way of describing the life and saving death of the 
Lord Jesus. He is the high priest who offers his life on behalf of his brothers and sisters. 

A reading from Hebrews. 

14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise shared the same things, so that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who 
all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but 
the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so 
that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for 
the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are 
being tested. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40 
This story is a study in contrasts: the infant Jesus with the aged prophets; the joy of birth with the ominous words of 
Simeon to Mary; the faithful fulfilling of the law with the presentation of the one who will release its hold over us. 
Through it all, we see the light of God’s salvation revealed to the world. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
  25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
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 29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
  36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, 
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
  39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own 
town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon 
him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

SERMON 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                     This Is My Will 
 

 
 
NICENE CREED 
With the whole Christian Church on earth, let us confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed among the 
people.  Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated. 
 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING             Nunc dimittis               Alexander Gretchaninoff 
Voices of Grace 

 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people. A light to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and a light of glory, a glory of all people, the 
glory of Thy people Israel. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
 



10 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the seas. Bless what we 
offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 
now and always.   Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right … join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night … remembrance of me.    
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

 
COMMUNION SONG   

 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONG        ELW #815, I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
 
 

CHORAL OFFERING        In a Lowly Manger Born (For text, see ELW #718.) 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. Strengthen us for service, 
and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of 
Christ we pray, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

  
+ + + SENDING + + + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Please be seated. 

 
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
BLESSING 

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send you in love. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG               ELW #313, O Lord, Now Let Your Servant 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Live in hope.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                   Fuge in E Flat Major                                Johann Pachelbel 
 

+ + + 
 

Serving in Today's Worship 
   Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
   Preacher:   John Hergert 
   Assisting Minister:  Joyce Owens 
   Ushers:   Dennis & Lisa Burgett 
   Lector:   Dee Ann Gregg 
   Altar Guild:   Rose Applegate 
   Communion Assistant: Karen Zanol 
   Tech:     Chad DuLac 

+ + + 
 

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have granted 
us permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let the staff know, and 
we will help find a solution that meets your needs. 

+ + + 
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