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                     10:30 am 
 
           Grace Lutheran Church 
                Wenatchee, WA 
  

 
Welcome to Grace! 

 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 
We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 
 
You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 
 
As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist. 
  
Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  
 
If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options, especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. Quiet toys 
are located just outside the back door of the sanctuary for young children and caregivers. Most Sundays we 
have nursery staff available to help watch the children in that space. You are also welcome to use the quiet 
area under the balcony, beside the stained-glass window. 
 
 
Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments 
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 
Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s account 
of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O 
come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days 
preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from 
the power of sin and death.    

 

+ + + GATHERING + + + 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
 

WELCOME AND KIDS’ TALK 
 
PRELUDE                               Come Soon, God of Love                       James Aalgaard, Cameroon trad. 

Growing in Grace 
 

Come soon, God of love, God of light. Come soon, God of peace, God of joy. Come soon, God of love, we are 
waiting for you. Open our lives, may we welcome you. Treasure what you find. We are born in you! 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose home is heaven and earth, 
whose salvation is sure. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Long-expected God, 
we confess that we look to ourselves 
for the peace and security only you can provide. 
We reach for swords and spears, 
reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 
We become impatient while waiting 
and weary of keeping awake. 
Free us from self-reliance, 
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 
Increase our trust in God’s timing, 
and awaken us to your advent among us, 
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
Amen. 
 

God judges us not as we deserve, 
but according to God’s own righteousness. 

☩ You are freed and forgiven, 
saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.  
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG           ELW #254, Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

 
 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE            Harmonies may be found in ELW #152, the cranberry hymnal. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that 
hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

+ + + WORD + + + 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided 
to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish 
security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 
   

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, 
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him 
Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 
kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19   
The cantor introduces the refrain; all repeat it. 
All sing verses responsively, beginning with the cantor. 
 

 
 
 

Cantor: 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock;  
shine forth, you that are enthroned up - | on the cherubim.  

 

  
All: 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
    stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
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        3 Restore | us, O God; 
    let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 

 
 

 4 O Lord | God of hosts, 
   how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
 
Refrain: 

 
 

 5 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
   you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 

 6 You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
   and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 

 7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
   let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 

 17 Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
   the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 

 18 And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
   give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 

 19 Restore us, O Lord | God of hosts; 
   let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. Refrain 
 
 

  

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle divinely 
appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience. 
 

A reading from Romans.  
 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including 
you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



6 

 

 
 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        
 

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of 
David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he 
named him Jesus. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

SERMON                     
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY              ELW #263, Savior of the Nations, Come 

Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 
 

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
Let us confess our Christian faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried; 
     he descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again; 
     he ascended into heaven, 
     he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
     and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the 
nations, and the whole creation. 
 

After each portion of the prayers:  
 

God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, 
Emmanuel.  
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
 

+ + + MEAL + + + 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING 
MUSICAL OFFERING          O Thou That Tellest Good Tidings to Zion from “Messiah”    Georg Frideric Händel 

Voices of Grace 
 

O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion arise, shine, for thy light is come. And the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

O Mighty One, 
you have done great things for us, and holy is your name. Bless all we offer you—our selves, our time, and 
our possessions—that through us your grace and favor may be made known to all the world; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                      Harmonies may be found in ELW #190, the cranberry hymnal. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
You are indeed holy…    … we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Remembering therefore…    …now and forever. 
 

 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is life. God is with us. 
Come, receive what God has promised. 
Please be seated. 

 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONG        Harmonies may be found in ELW #199, the cranberry hymnal. 
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DISTRIBUTION SONG          ELW #245, Creator of the Stars of Night 
 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION SONG                 ELW #262, Wait for the Lord 
Sing repeatedly, in harmony. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good 
things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

+ + + SENDING + + + 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 

Please be seated. 
 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                ELW #257, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
Harmonies may be found in ELW – the cranberry hymnal. 

 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Keep awake.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POSTLUDE             Toccata on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”           Austin Lovelace 

1-All 
2-Right side 

3-All 
4-Choir 

5-All 
 
 
 
 6-Left side 
 
 
 
 

8-All 
 
 
 
 

7-Organ 
(read text silently) 
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Serving in Today's Worship 
Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Pastoral Intern:  Laura Olsen 
Assisting Minister:  Kate Gregg 
Altar Guild:   Rose Applegate 
Tech:    Chad DuLac 
    

 

+ + + 
 

 
A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have granted us 
permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let the staff know, and we will help find 
a solution that meets your needs. 
 
 

+ + + 
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