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        Welcome to Grace! 
 
The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and 
important.  The same is true for all of God’s children.  As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes 
us stronger and more resilient. 
 

We strive to welcome all.  We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome.  Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here.  Old and young.  Able or disabled.  People 
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here.  Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white: 
You are welcome here.  Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie.  Addiction and mental health concerns: You are 
welcome here. 
 

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own 
way. 
 

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors.  We seek to reconcile ourselves to one 
another and to God, the master artist. 
 

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!  
 

If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a 
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a 
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery 
available during our worship gathering.  You will find it downstairs, through the first door to the right at the 
bottom of the stairs.   
 

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments 
so that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”  
 

Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation.  
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Introduction to the day 
Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In 
the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical 
focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry for God’s 
mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead. 
 
 

+ + + GATHERING + + + 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME & KIDS' TALK 
 
PRELUDE                 Come and Pray In Us                   Jacques Berthier 

Voices of Grace 
 

Come and pray in us, Holy Spirit, come and pray in us, come and visit us, Holy Spirit, Spirit come. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 
and blots out all offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For disregarding voices from the margin, 
and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, 
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 
dwells in you, 
pours God’s love into your hearts, 
and gives you life and peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

GATHERING SONG                        O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 
 

 
 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 

1- Solo 

2-Men, in unison 

3-Women & Children, in unison 

4-All, in harmony 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all 
the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, 
raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

+ + + WORD + + + 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, creation, and one another. The 
serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they were 
naked. 
  

A reading from Genesis. 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the Lord God 
commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
  3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in 
the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You 
will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to 
the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



6 

 

PSALM 32 
Speak responsively, beginning with the Leader. 

 
       1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
    and whose sin is put away! 

 

 2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, 
   and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
  

      3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
   because of my groaning all day long. 
  

      4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
   my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  
 

 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
   I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
 

 6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
   when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
 

 7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
   you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 

 8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
   I will guide you with my eye.  
 

 9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 
   who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
 

 10 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
   but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
 

 11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; 
   shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  

 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 
Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from which we cannot free ourselves. In 
Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life. 
  

A reading from Romans. 

 12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all 
because all have sinned 13 for sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is 
no law. 14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, 
who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 
  15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more 
surely have the grace of God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the 
many. 16 And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass 
brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17 If, because of the one 
man’s trespass, death reigned through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of 
grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
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  18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads 
to justification and life for all. 19 For just as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, 
so through the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
All sing the acclamation. The choir sings the proper verse. All repeat the acclamation. 
 

 
 

 Verse: One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. (Matt. 4:4) 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he endures the testing of 
the evil one. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty 
nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
  5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
  8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to 
him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
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SERMON 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 Jesus, Tempted in the Desert 
 

 

1- All 

2-Left side 

3-Right side 

4-All 
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NICENE CREED 
With the whole Christian Church on earth, let us confess our faith. 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
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+ + + MEAL + + + 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING  
MUSICAL OFFERING                Hide Not Thou Thy Face from Us     Richard Farrant 

Voices of Grace 
 

Hide not thou thy face from us, O Lord, and cast not off thy servant in thy displeasure; 
for we confess our sins unto thee and hide not our unrighteousness. 

For thy mercy's sake, deliver us from all our sins. 
 

   
Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

 

To donate electronically, use this QR code. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right … join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Cantor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG   
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DISTRIBUTION SONG               ELW #770, Give Me Jesus 
 

      

1- Solo (all hum the melody) 

2-All sing in unison 

3-Choir 

4-Solo (all hum in harmony) 

5-All sing in harmony 
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DISTRIBUTION SONG                              When We Are Tested  
 

A prayer based on the temptation of Christ, this text set to a traditional Irish tune calls to mind whole Bible stories with 
single words or short phrases: “wrestle” in Genesis 32, “bread” and “stone” in Matthew 7, “food that sustains” in 
Exodus 16, and “by night and by day” in Exodus 13, thereby situating the struggle to be faithful within the biblical 

narrative. The hymn calls from that struggle upon God who nourishes, lifts, teaches, and holds us. Ruth Duck was a 
United Church of Christ pastor, professor, feminist, practical theologian, and hymnwriter. 

 

      
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and 
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the 
world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

+ + + SENDING + + + 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Please be seated. 
 

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
 

1-Solo, all hum a drone 
2-Men sing, women hum a drone 

3-Women sing, men hum a drone 
4-All sing 
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BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath 

sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG          Cast Out, O Christ  

(A)                                                                         (B)                                                            

 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God!                                  

1-All in unison 
2-High voices (SA) 

3-All in harmony 
4- Low voices (TB) 

5-All, in canon (left side first) 
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A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have 
granted us permission to include you in our videos.  If you have a concern about being included, please let the 
staff know, and we will help find a solution that meets your needs. 
  
 

+ + + 
 
 

Serving in Today's Worship 
Presiding Minister:  Rev. James Aalgaard 
Pastoral Intern:  Laura Olsen 
Lector:    Riva Morgan 
Tech:     Erik Olson 

 
+ + + 
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