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Grace Lutheran Church
Wenatchee, WA

Welcome to Grace!

The stained-glass windows in our church display a beautiful collection of glass pieces, each one unique and
important. The same is true for all of God'’s children. As people of Grace Lutheran Church, our diversity makes
us stronger and more resilient.

We strive to welcome all. We want to be a church where all are safe, all are welcome. Believers, non-
believers, doubters, seekers, and questioners: You are welcome here. Old and young. Able or disabled. People
of all sexual orientations and gender identities: You are welcome here. Rich and poor. Black, brown, and white:
You are welcome here. Jeans and a t-shirt or a suit and tie. Addiction and mental health concerns: You are
welcome here.

You are welcomed and valued here, because we are all pieces of stained glass, broken and beautiful in our own
way.

As a church, we resolve to open our hearts, our minds, and our doors. We seek to reconcile ourselves to one
another and to God, the master artist.

Holy Communion: We celebrate the grace of God with Holy Communion each Sunday. All are welcome!

If you are worshipping with children: Children are welcome and encouraged to join us in worship! We have a
few options especially for our young worshipers. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. We have a
Cozy Corner, with books and quiet activities, in the back part of the sanctuary. We also have a staffed nursery

available during our worship gathering. You will find it down the administrative wing, on the left.

Our Mission Statement: "To proclaim and celebrate the gospel of Jesus Christ through word and sacraments so
that a community of believers is created, trained, nurtured, and sent into mission.”

Grace Lutheran is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation.




Introduction to the day

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus
declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and
God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as
a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual
worship through word and deed.

++ + GATHERING + + +
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME & KIDS' TALK

PRELUDE Simple Gifts Trad. Shaker Song
Please stand as you are able.

LITANY IN TIME OF WILDFIRES

Holy God, in the wake of fires that devour and consume,
Refresh us with the water of life.

In the barren places of ash and dust,
Restore us with the water of life.

When all we can see is devastation and despair,
Renew us with the water of life.

In Christ, we are washed clean.
We are refreshed.

In Christ, we drink from the wellspring of hope.
We are restored.

In Christ, we dance in the fountain of life.
We are renewed.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence for reflection.



Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -F Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love. Amen.
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: KOMT NU MET ZANG, A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626
Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE ELW #846, Amen, We Praise Your Name

Sing 3 times, in harmony (either language).
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.




+++WORD + + +
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s
deliverance will come soon and will never end.

A reading from lsaiah.

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when | called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.
3 For the Lord will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

4 Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
>| will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens
and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 138
The cantor sings the refrain; all repeat it.
The cantor sings verses. All sing the refrain as indicated.
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Text and Music: African American spiritual. P.D.

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods | will sing your praise. | will bow down
toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have
glorified your name and your word above all things. Refrain

When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. All the rulers of the earth will praise
you, O Lord, when they have heard the words of your mouth. They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is
the glory of the Lord. Refrain

The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. Though | walk in the midst of trouble,
you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. You
will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of
your hands. Refrain

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are
not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different
forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.

A reading from Romans.

11 appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. > Do not be conformed to this
age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God —what is
good and acceptable and perfect.



3 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, °so
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. ® We have gifts
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; “ ministry, in ministering; the
teacher, in teaching; & the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Music: South African; arr. Gobingca Mxadana
Arr. © Gobingca Mxadana

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and
Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?” ** And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” 1> He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 7 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. '8 And | tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock | will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 1| will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.” 22 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Here on Jesus Christ | Will Stand
This hymn from Kenya makes us want to stand up and sing! Indeed, standing on Jesus the rock is the hymn’s center.
Kenyan melodies begin as oral tradition and then later might be written down. You may notice its textual similarities to
“My hope is built on nothing less” (ELW 596/597).

Refrain
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Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966

Music: KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA, Kenyan melody; adapt. Greg Scheer

Text & 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
English adapt. and arr. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

After each portion of the prayers:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

+++ MEAL+++
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

To donate electronically, use this QR code.

MUSICAL OFFERING Over My Head African American spiritual
Occasional Choir

Over my head, | hear music in the air. There must be a God somewhere.
And when I'm feeling lonely ...
With everyone who's crying ...
With people needing courage ...
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Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right ... join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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God, the Lord of all of  his -try. Ho-ly, ho - ly is our God.

Cantor: Who accompanies our people, who lives within our struggles,

of all the earth and heaven the one and only Lord.
Blest are they who in the Lord’s name announce the holy gospel,
proclaiming the good news that our liberation comes. Refrain (All)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God ... both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

Please be seated.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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Music: Matti Rantatalo
Music © 1992 Matti Rantatalo
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DISTRIBUTION SONG ELW #623, Rock of Ages
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Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872

Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.
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+ + + SENDING + + +

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Please be seated.
MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,

*+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

SENDING SONG ELW #333, Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land
Refrain — All
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: WEARY LAND, African American spiritual
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DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land Spiritual, arr. Edwin T. Childs

+++

Serving in Today's Worship

Presiding Minister: Rev. James Aalgaard
Ushers/Greeters: Dennis & Lisa Burgett
Lector: Suellen Harris
Cantor: Kathy Gavin
Guitar: Carlos Polivka
Flutes: Karen & Lisa Zanol
Mandolin: Tami Woolsey
Percussion: Marlena La Paz, Sherry Krebs
Tech: Adam Dunbar

++ 4+

A note regarding livestreaming at Grace: With your participation in our worship services, we assume you have
granted us permission to include you in our videos. If you have a concern about being included, please let the
staff know, and we will help find a solution that meets your needs.
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