
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 & Luke 9:51-62                 “Newsflash”                     June, 26, 2022 

Last week Pat mentioned the lectionary that lists weekly scriptures. I use the 
lectionary because it allows me to work through all parts of the bible, every three (3) 
years, and not just use my hobby horse. And just like Pat said last week, sometimes we 
don’t like the suggested scriptures, but we work with them, and today I can say, I don’t 
particularly like parts of today’s Galatians reading - but a little more on that later.  

Have you ever observed someone trying to speak to me, five (5) or ten (10) 
minutes before a church service and you thought, man is Cal ever rude, he’s 
completely ignoring that person. That’s, I think my game face – getting ready for the 
service. Its the same feeling I got when I saw the faces of some of the hockey players 
this week, as they battled for the Stanley Cup. 

In today’s gospel reading, George read that Jesus “… set his face to go to 
Jerusalem.” Jesus has set his mind on going to Jerusalem, he is focussed on the task at 
hand, just as the hockey players were focussed on playing for the Stanley Cup and just 
as I’m focussed on the Sunday service, at 10:25.  

Jerusalem is the big stage where the defining moment of his ministry will 
happen. That is where the ultimate demonstration of God’s incredible love for creation 
will either happen or not. From this time on, Jesus focuses on fulfilling the mission of 
bringing the reign of God into this world. 

As part of his preparation, Jesus sends messengers ahead, as he begins the 
fateful journey towards destiny. On their way, they come to a Samaritan village, where 
they are told to not stay too long in town, they weren’t welcomed, because they were 
going to Jerusalem – now that’s a story for another time. 

James and John were furious at this snub and asked Jesus, “Do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 

There are so many things wrong with that question; that Jesus hardly knows 
where to start. The mission is nearing the end, and his wingmen still don’t even know 
what the mission is. 

Beep, beep, beep, beep - Newsflash: The reign of God is about love, not 
hatred; mercy not vengeance; forgiveness not bitterness. It’s about loving enemies, not 
destroying them.  

If this business with the cross in Jerusalem is to have any meaning, the disciples 
need to focus. Things are getting urgent; Jesus is running out of time to get them to 
understand the basics of God’s reign. 

The disciples did eventually learn the ground rules; finally they learned what the 
reign of God was all about. That’s when they began to do as Jesus had done, teach the 
Good News – that God had come into the world and that disciples are to love God and 
love neighbours as themselves. 

A follower of Christ does not fight evil with evil. God conquers through the 
power of the word. 



But there are some today who still haven’t gotten the message. These people 
react to every rejection or sign of indifference, like James and John’s reaction to their 
rejection in the Samaritan village.  

  
And as promised more on the Galatians reading.  
  
This is one of the lectionary readings that I find difficult because my stomach 

tenses when I hear words like: self-indulgence, impurity, idolatry, anger, quarrels, 
hatred, carousing and the other words in that list. These words have, in the past, been 
used to exclude and sometimes even traumatize people, who wonder if there is a God 
and if they are loved just as they are.  

  
I read of some young seminarians who were tired of having scriptures being 

used to exclude people or fuel hate. They were attending a conference with the 
distinguished scriptural scholar Laura Dykstra. They asked Laura to help suggest some 
scripture references that could be used to counter exclusion and hate. Laura answered 
them with this sentence, “The bible should never be used as a weapon.” and with those 
words, Laura left the meeting. 

  
So, friends as we open our Bible each and every week, let us scrutinize the text 

to understand it’s historical and cultural context. But let us also take the words that 
summon injustice, liberation and community, while laying down our weaponized words 
by the riverside to study war no more. 

  
The two readings chosen for this week emphasize two things: get your game 

face on as you fulfill the promises made for you 20 to 80 years ago and the promise 
you made 20 to 70 years ago, when you confirmed the baptismal vows of your parents. 
On that day, just as Elisha continued the work of Elijah and the disciples continued the 
work of their mentor, you accepted the task, to continue the work of Jesus, as one of 
his disciples in 2022.  

As a minister, I think about a person’s spiritual formation quite a bit. Spiritual 
formation is something that is spoken about at seminary a lot. Spiritual formation 
deals with the practice of deepening our relationship with God so that we can deepen 
our relationships with other people and ourselves. "Our world is hungry for genuinely 
changed people," writes Richard Foster. Leo Tolstoy wrote, "Everybody thinks of 
changing humanity and nobody thinks of changing himself." Most of us know the 
absolute truth of Tolstoy’s statement. We see it every day.  

Spiritual formation and faith journeys are synonymous. Just as an individual’s 
spirit is formed as they travel along their faith journey, a congregation develops as 
they progress along their faith journey. If I had to name the goal or object of a 
congregation's journey of faith, then I would suggest hearing and revisiting something 
that the apostle Paul wrote. Clearly most Christians would confess that heaven or 
salvation is the aim of the Christian life, but I would like for us to stay on this side of 



the grave for a while. Paul got it right when he wrote, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the sinful nature with its passions and desires" (Gal 5:22-24).  

         I think this is the worthy goal and object of the Christian life.  

         If you are like me, your life does not always feel much like "love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control." Rather, you 
have your problems and I have mine. Unfortunately, as members of the body of Christ, 
we sometimes must put on our game faces and go on. Deep in the dark night of the 
soul, however, we know that we need more of God than we ever manage to shoehorn 
into our lives. Therefore, we need the disciplines of the Spirit and the spiritual life just 
like we need the four major food groups to survive and to thrive. Spiritual formation is 
all about spiritual disciplines. Only by disciplining ourselves - after all, the word 
"disciple" does have its roots deep in discipline - can we assure ourselves of the double 
portion of God's grace so necessary to work with and among and for such a "stiff-
necked people," as always seems our task. 

         What kind of people do we do ministry with? I read a story of a church’s young 
music director who tried to teach his congregation a new and beautiful hymn. One 
older woman came out of church following the service, stomped her foot as she spoke 
to the minister, "I don't come to church to learn anything!" she said. The minister had 
to hold his tongue, because he wanted to say something else, but instead replied, 
"Ma'am, you may count your objective for coming to church as a total success!" 

So when you are feeling like you have lost it, you don’t feel much "love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control" – put 
on your game face and get excited about Jesus by……….so that your light shines.  
 


