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The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey acknowledges its special 
relationship with Drew University and Saint Elizabeth University. 
In this, our 61st season, we also mark our 51st year of residency on 
the Drew campus, and the 21st year of our Outdoor Stage at Saint 

Elizabeth University. We are deeply grateful for our long-time 
partnerships with both universities, and we look forward to enhancing 

our relationship with both as we emerge from the pandemic and 
look toward the future.



THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE OF NEW JERSEY
BONNIE J. MONTE is now in her 33rd season 
as the company’s Artistic Director.  Under her 
leadership, the Theatre has evolved into one of the 
most respected classical theatres in the nation.  Ms. 
Monte has garnered national recognition for her 
highly successful revitalization of the institution, 
and for her outstanding commitment to arts 
education and professional training.  The Theatre 
has become one of America’s leading training 
grounds for emerging classic theatre artists.

During her three plus decades at the helm, the 
institution successfully completed Act I, a major 
capital campaign resulting in the complete 
renovation and expansion of the F.M. Kirby 
Shakespeare Theatre in 1998. In 2012, the company 
launched Act II: The Legacy Project, a new 
campaign to ensure a permanent workspace and 
education center resulting in The Kean Theatre 
Factory, STNJ’s groundbreaking and unique 
behind-the-scenes workspace. In 2002, the Theatre’s 
40th anniversary year, she initiated a new partnership 
with Saint Elizabeth University, attaining a second 
summer performance venue for the organization: 
the Outdoor Stage, a unique and stunning Greek 
amphitheatre on St. Elizabeth’s campus. That 
same year, The Star-Ledger named the company 
“Regional Theatre of the Year,” and The Geraldine 
R. Dodge Foundation awarded The Shakespeare 
Theatre a prestigious Strategic Partnership Grant 
in the amount of $1 million.  New Jersey Monthly 
has named Ms. Monte one of “40 New Jerseyans We 
Love,” and she has received numerous awards and 
honors over the years. She was named one of the 25 
Most Influential People in the Arts in New Jersey by 
The Star-Ledger.
 
Prior to arriving in New Jersey, Ms. Monte was a 
casting director at the prestigious Manhattan Theatre 
Club in New York City. From 1981 to 1989, she was 
Associate Artistic Director at the Williamstown 
Theatre Festival in Massachusetts, working closely 
with the late Nikos Psacharopoulos and many of the 
nation’s notable theatre artists including Tennessee 
Williams. With Psacharopoulos and Williams, she 
was part of a team that collaborated on Tennessee 
Williams: A Celebration, a major retrospective 
encompassing Williams’ entire literary canon. 
During her tenure at Williamstown, Ms. Monte also 
cast and helped produce joint ventures with other 
major theatres, including Sweet Bird of Youth at the 
Royal Alexandra Theatre in Toronto, A Streetcar 

Named Desire on Broadway 
at Circle-in-the-Square, The 
Glass Menagerie at The Long 
Wharf Theatre, and Arms 
and the Man at The Pasadena 
Playhouse.

Since 1990, she has directed 
over 80 productions for The Shakespeare Theatre, 
including stagings of numerous Shakespeare plays, 
as well as work from the Russian classic canon with 
a focus on Chekhov and Ostrovsky.  Her special 
affinity for Tennessee Williams has resulted in 
highly acclaimed productions of The Rose Tattoo, 
A Streetcar Named Desire, Camino Real, and 
Sweet Bird of Youth.  She also directed shows for 
the Theatre’s Shakespeare LIVE! touring company 
including The Myths of Ancient Greece: Old Echoes, 
New Ears, which she also authored. She has created 
a number of original translations/adaptations for 
the company’s Main and Outdoor Stages, including 
Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, Marivaux’s The 
Triumph of Love, Pirandello’s Enrico IV, Ostrovsky’s 
Artists and Admirers, Maeterlinck’s The Blue Bird,  
Verne’s Around the World in Eighty Days, The 
Alchemist, and Goldoni’s The Servant of Two Masters 
(published by Playscripts, Inc). Her adaptation of 
Molnár’s The Guardsman was published in London 
by Josef Weinberger Ltd. From 2013 - 2016, Ms. 
Monte collaborated with Jacques Lacombe and the 
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra on their Winter 
Shakespeare Series presenting three events melding 
Shakespeare’s text with symphonic music. 

Ms. Monte has been actively involved in the 
training of new talent for the American stage 
through numerous training programs for over 
40 years, and has also engaged in residencies at 
various universities across the nation. She obtained 
a conservatory degree in directing from The 
Hartman Conservatory and a B.A. in theatre from 
Bethany College in Bethany, West Virginia. She has 
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degrees from 
Drew University and Saint Elizabeth University. 

2023 will mark her final season as Artistic Director 
and on January 1, 2024, she will assume the role of 
Artistic Director Emerita. 



THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE OF NEW JERSEY

The Shakespeare Theatre is committed to creating an environment that is accessible to everyone, 
and to creating artistic work that represents the diversity of the world around us. Our venues are 

fully accessible both physically and economically – and we continue to provide a number of highly 
discounted tickets for each and every performance. 

Large-Print Programs are available free of charge by request at the Box 
Office window.

An FM Listening System is available for patrons who are hard of hearing.  
Light, comfortable headsets are available free of charge, please 
see the Box Office for assistance. 

To see a full list of our Accessibility 
Programs, scan the QR code. 

The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey’s programs are made possible, in part, by funding from the New Jersey 
State Council on the Arts, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, as well as funds from 

the National Endowment for the Arts. Additional major support is received from the F.M. Kirby Foundation, 
The Shubert Foundation, MacMillan Family Foundation, The Edward T. Cone Foundation, CTW 

Foundation, The Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation, The Samuel H. Scripps Foundation, E.J. Grassmann 
Trust, Hyde and Watson Foundation, New Jersey Arts and Culture Renewal Fund at the Princeton Area 

Community Foundation, Union Foundation, The Merrill G. and Emita E. Hastings Foundation, 
The John R. Eckel Jr. Foundation, and the Howard Gilman Foundation, as well as contributions from 

numerous other foundations, corporations, government agencies, and individuals. Additional support for the 
Theatre’s education programs is provided in part by Shakespeare in American Communities, 

a program of the National Endowment for the Arts in partnership with Arts Midwest, 
the Jack K. Ayre and Frank Ayre Lee Foundation, the Turrell Fund, the Nora Roberts Foundation, 

the John Bickford Foundation, and the Investors Foundation.

Media Partner

The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey is proud to be a 
member of  The Shakespeare Theatre Association (STA).
For more information visit www.stahome.org.



THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE OF NEW JERSEY
Bonnie J. Monte, Artistic Director

On the Main Stage, The F.M. Kirby Shakespeare Theatre
July 12 — 30, 2023

Director
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Music Supervisor
DOUG OBERHAMER

Sound Designer
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Set Designer
BRITTANY VASTA
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AND A NIGHTINGALE SANG...
By C.P. Taylor

Costume Designer
BRIAN RUSSMAN
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Production Stage Manager
ALISON COTE*

This production of  And A Nightingale Sang... 
is generously sponsored, in part, by:

Dr. W. John Bauer and Nancy B. Boucher

Cover Art: "Our loving waltz" by Lorraine Christie

A reminder to all patrons utilizing our assisted listening 
system: please turn off your hearing aids when you are 

using the complimentary headsets.



THE CAST OF AND A NIGHTINGALE SANG...

MARION 
ADLER*

SARAH 
DEAVER*

BENJAMIN
EAKELEY*

CHRISTIAN
FROST*

JOHN
LITTLE*

MONETTE
MAGRATH*

SAM 
TSOUTSOUVAS*

*Member of Actors' Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers

Peggy Stott....................................................................................................................Marion Adler*
Joyce Stott ..................................................................................................................... Sarah Deaver*
Norman .................................................................................................................Benjamin Eakeley*
Eric ...............................................................................................................................Christian Frost*
George Stott ......................................................................................................................John Little*
Helen Stott ...........................................................................................................Monette Magrath*
Andie ....................................................................................................................... Sam Tsoutsouvas*

(In alphabetical order)

TIME: World War II
PLACE: Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England

There will be one 15-minute intermission.

ACT ONE
Scene 1: 3 September 1939
Scene 2: 20, 21 June 1940
Scene 3: 12 August 1940

ACT TWO
Scene 1: November 1942
Scene 2: 6, 7 June 1944

Scene 3: 8 May 1945



THE CAST
MARION ADLER (Peggy Stott) is in her seventh season with The Shakespeare Theatre. 
Company credits: Much Ado About Nothing, The Learned Ladies, Our Town, The Winter’s 
Tale (twice), A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Exit the King as well as the musical Enter 
the Guardsman for which she wrote the lyrics. At Shakespeare Santa Cruz for three seasons 
she appeared in Love’s Labour’s Lost, Othello, The Man in the Iron Mask, Henry IV Part Two, 
and Henry V. At the Stratford Shakespeare Festival of Canada her credits include: King Lear, 
Romeo and Juliet, Pericles, The Mad Woman of Chaillot, Julius Caesar, An Ideal Husband, Billy 
Elliot, Little Women, and Every Little Nookie. In addition to her acting, Marion is an award 
winning lyricist whose work has been produced across North America and Europe.

SARAH DEAVER ( Joyce Stott) Company credits include: Marianne in Tartuffe, and Celia 
in As You Like It. She can be seen on screen in The Blacklist, Law and Order: SVU, and The 
Last OG, among others. Her theater credits include the world premiere of Queens for a Year 
at Hartford Stage, The Suitcase Under the Bed Off-Broadway at The Mint, and Henry V at 
Shakespeare’s Globe in London, where she played the titular role. She is overjoyed to be 
returning to The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey for Bonnie's final season. Sarah Deaver 
currently resides in her hometown of Los Angeles where she is recording and producing 
her upcoming EP “Holy Discontentment.” Thank you, Bonnie, for including me in your 
treasured legacy.

BENJAMIN EAKELEY (Norman) is in his seventh season with The Shakespeare Theatre. 
Company credits: Much Ado About Nothing (Benedick), The Rainmaker (Noah Curry), Titus 
Andronicus (Saturninus), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Demetrius), Illyria (Sir Andrew 
Aguecheek), Love’s Labour’s Lost (Dumaine), and Carnival!. Broadway: She Loves Me, 
Cabaret, Sweeney Todd, and On a Clear Day, You Can See Forever. National tours: Cabaret 
(Clifford Bradshaw) and Sweeney Todd (The Beadle). He has performed in six films, and his 
television credits include Orange is the New Black, The Blacklist, and The Good Wife. Awards: 
New York Drama Critics’ Circle Special Citation (Sweeney Todd), Astaire Award Nomination 
(She Loves Me), and he was a National Finalist in the Lotte Lenya Competition for Singers. 
He is a graduate of Yale and is on the voice faculty at Kean University Conservatory.

CHRISTIAN FROST (Eric) is in his fourth season with The Shakespeare Theatre. 
Company credits: The Metromaniacs and Romeo and Juliet on the Main Stage;  Much Ado 
About Nothing on The Outdoor Stage; The Pandemic Playhouse Productions of Shaw, 
Shaw, Shaw! and Crazy Love; and the Shakespeare LIVE! tours of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, Romeo and Juliet, and Julius Caesar. Other credits: The Importance of Being Earnest, 
Clybourne Park, Last Days of Judas Iscariot, and The Horn in the West . Originally from Coral 
Springs, Florida, Christian is currently based in NYC and holds a BFA in Acting from Elon 
University.

JOHN LITTLE (George Stott) Company credits: Red Velvet, The Devil's Disciple, A Most 
Dangerous Woman, Oliver Twist, Henry IV Part One, The Grapes of Wrath, Amadeus, The 
Play's the Thing, and The Merry Wives of Windsor. Recent credits: Alabama Story, Guess 
Who's Coming to Dinner, Scrooge in A Christmas Carol at the Hanover Theatre. Tour credits 
include Cabaret (US and Asia), European tours of A Christmas Carol, Crazy For You, Little 
Murders, and Harold and Maude, and American tours of The Fantasticks, Light Up The 
Sky, and Angel Street. Off-Broadway credits: Taming of the Shrew, Hamlet, Poetic License, 
Christopher Columbus, and Shadowlands. Regional credits: A Woman of No Importance and 



Major Barbara (Yale Rep), A Christmas Carol, The Woman in Black and Noises Off (Portland 
Stage), Pygmalion (Syracuse Stage), Glimmerglass (Goodspeed), As You Like It and Hamlet 
(Philadelphia Shakespeare Theatre), and My Fair Lady (Pittsburgh Public Theatre). John is 
a graduate of the Yale School of Drama and has narrated many books for Recorded Books 
(Audible) and the Library of Congress. Television credits include Law and Order and 
Boardwalk Empire.

MONETTE  MAGRATH (Helen Stott) is in her fourth season with The Shakespeare 
Theatre. Company credits: Enchanted April, The Rainmaker, Blithe Spirit, and the 2018 
readings of Enchanted April and Gertrude and Claudius. On Broadway she appeared in All 
the Way and stood by for Mary-Louise Parker in The Sound Inside. Off-Broadway she was seen 
in On the Verge. She created roles in world premieres of Silent Sky (South Coast Rep.), The 
Night is a Child (Milwaukee Rep.), and The Ice-Breaker (Laguna Playhouse). Regional credits 
include: Private Lives (Geva Theatre Center), Sex with Strangers (Cleveland Playhouse), 
Disgraced (Philadelphia Theater Company), Stick Fly (McCarter Theatre Center), Book of 
Days (Arena Stage), The Great Gatsby (Arizona Theatre Company), and Desire Under the Elms 
(A Noise Within). Numerous Pasadena Playhouse credits include: Mauritius, Enchanted 
April, As You Like It, and Les Liaisons Dangereuses. Screen credits include: Spielberg’s The 
Post with Meryl Streep and Showtime’s Weeds. MonetteMagrath.com

SAM   TSOUTSOUVAS (Andie) was a member of group I of the Juilliard Drama Division 
and a founding member of John Houseman's The Acting Company. In several seasons 
with Utah Shakespeare Festival, his roles included Hamlet, Hotspur, Brutus, Shylock, and 
Coriolanus. He was Salieri in the first national tour of Amadeus and the title role in An 
Inspector Calls. He appeared on Broadway in Dracula, Our Country's Good, and By Jeeves. 
Off-Broadway he was Chris Christopherson in Anna Christie (Metropolitan Playhouse), 
the title role in Professor Bernhardi (Marvell Rep), and Apemantus in Timon of Athens (NY 
Shakespeare Festival in Central Park). Selected regional: George (Who's Afraid of Virginia 
Wolf - Pittsburgh Public Theatre), Edgar (The Dance of Death - Pittsburgh Irish & Classical 
Theater), and the title role in Titus Andronicus for the Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Washington DC. Film & TV: Ghost, The Immigrant, Law and Order, and CSI.

ARTISTIC STAFF
MATTHEW E. ADELSON (Lighting Designer) is in his twenty-third season with The 
Shakespeare Theatre. Company credits: The Caretaker, The Three Musketeers, Charley’s Aunt, 
It’s A Wonderful Life, The Diary of Anne Frank, Wittenberg, Our Town, Henry IV Part One, To 
Kill A Mockingbird, Arms and the Man, The Grapes of Wrath, Amadeus, A Christmas Carol, 
Cymbeline, Life of Galileo, Of Mice and Men, Othello, The Tempest, The Crucible, and The 
Merchant of Venice on the Main Stage, and Wonderland and What Was Found There and 
Travels With My Aunt on the Other Stage. Current productions include: The Stones and Just 
Another Day (Great Barrington Public Theater) and Copenhagen (Berkshire Theatre Group). 
Matthew is the Production Manager for Five College Dance (Amherst, Hampshire, Mount 
Holyoke, Smith, and UMass Amherst) and is a graduate of the Yale Drama School. 

ALISON COTE (Production Stage Manager) is in her 21st season with The Shakespeare 
Theatre. Company credits include: A Child’s Christmas in Wales (2021), Blithe Spirit, 
What the Butler Saw, The Merchant of Venice, A Song at Twilight, Equivocation, The Devil’s 
Disciple, Tovarich, Accidental Death of an Anarchist, Noises Off, King Lear, The Cherry 
Orchard, Richard II, King John, The Illusion, Three Sisters, Hamlet, Rhinoceros, The Forest, 



and Camino Real among others. She has spent the past 25 seasons on numerous productions 
at McCarter Theatre Center. Other regional and NY credits: Playwrights Horizons, The 
Public Theatre, Second Stage, Old Globe, Arena Stage, Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
SpoletoUSA, Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, Santa Cruz Shakespeare, Center Theatre Group 
in L.A., Long Wharf, Yale Rep., Berkeley Rep., Paper Mill Playhouse, Mark Taper Forum, 
Pittsburgh Public, Bard Summerscape, and Williamstown. Abroad, she was PSM on An 
Iliad at the Sibiu International Theater Festival in Romania. Alison is a founding member of 
princetonVIRTUAL, stage managing online non-profit events.

JULIE FOH (Dialect Consultant) is in her fifth season with The Shakespeare Theatre. 
Company credits: The Caretaker, A Child’s Christmas in Wales (2021), Charley’s Aunt, and 
Shakespeare in Love. Other credits: the ripple, the wave that carried me home (Yale Repertory 
Theatre); The Winter’s Tale (Hartford Stage); Belfast Girls (Irish Repertory Theatre); Ride 
the Cyclone: The Musical and Sleuth (McCarter Theatre Center); Mlima’s Tale (Repertory 
Theatre of St. Louis and Westport Country Playhouse); As You Like It and King Charles 
III (Colorado Shakespeare Festival); Sherwood (Cleveland Play House); Pygmalion 
(BEDLAM); Familiar (Woolly Mammoth); Good Men Wanted and Fingersmith (New York 
Stage & Film); Trans Scripts (American Repertory Theater); An Ideal Husband and Eurydice 
(American Players Theatre); The Tallest Tree in the Forest (Tectonic Theater Project); Murder 
for Two, The Tutors, and Modern Terrorism (Second Stage). She is currently on faculty at the 
David Geffen School of Drama at Yale.

BONNIE J. MONTE (Director) See Artistic Director information on page 2.

DOUG OBERHAMER (Music Supervisor) Music Directing credits include: Top of the 
World, The James Cagney Musical, Swing!, Hamlet the Rock Musical, Thoroughly Modern 
Millie, Saturday Night Fever, We Will Rock You, Rocky, Crazy For You, The Man of La Mancha, 
Errol and Fidel, Frankenstein, Nunsense, What Do Critics Know?, Dracula, Reel to Real, My 
Vaudeville Man, Wanda’s World, Flight of the Lawnchair Man, I Got Fired, Women on the 
Verge, Seeing Stars, Rings, and Gemini. Awards: Best Orchestration Bistro Award winner 
for Little Death, Best Orchestration winner for Errol and Fidel at the New York Musical 
Festival, and nominated for a Jeff Award for his work on Swing! in Chicago. He is featured 
on the Grammy nominated album Swing! As a smooth jazz recording artist, he is a founding 
member and featured artist with KnightHammer: Kickin’ It and The Oberhamer Brothers: 
Together Again. His music can be heard on radio stations around the world. 

BRIAN RUSSMAN (Costume Designer) is in his seventh season with Shakespeare Theatre 
and is grateful for the opportunities. Work on the Main Stage includes Life of Galileo, The 
Rivals, The Play’s the Thing, The Little Foxes, Ken Ludwig’s The Three Musketeers, and The 
Metromaniacs. Additional design credits include work for PlayMaker’s Repertory Company, 
Rattlestick Theatre, The Shakespeare Theatre Young Company, Porthouse Theatre, and 
TheDrillingCompaNY among others. Brian’s creative practice has allowed him to work on 
many Broadway and regional stages, numerous films and television series, as well as in the 
worlds of opera, dance, and plays nationally and internationally as a craft artisan, assistant 
and associate designer. Brian is currently a faculty member at Carnegie Mellon School of 
Drama where he teaches in the Costume Production program.

DREW SENSUE-WEINSTEIN (Sound Designer) is a stage and sound artist whose 
work exists along a continuum of musical composition and theatrical performance. He has 
previously worked with The Shakespeare Theatre on As You Like It. He currently lives in 
Los Angeles where he recently completed an MFA in composition and experimental sound 



ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION STAFF

Assistants to the Stage Manager
DARBY BLUM+ & MOLLY BELLE MACKENZIE+

Light Board Operator
BIANCA BISHOP+

Scenic Painter
NAT CARREIRO

Assistant to the Director
MAKAYLEE SECREST+

DENISE CARDARELLI
SARA HEDGEPETH
MARILYN KAPPEL

Special Thanks

CARNEGIE MELLON SCHOOL OF DRAMA - COSTUME DEPARTMENT
MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY

practice at California Institute of the Arts. Recently, Drew created and composed music for 
Gone Fishing, a sonic experience for quadraphonic audio, which featured field recordings 
taken from key locations around the United States. Previously, Drew spent nearly a decade 
in New York where he created and directed various projects at venues including HERE Arts 
Center, the New Ohio Theatre, the Wild Project, and more. His design and composition 
work has been heard at venues including the Public Theatre’s Under the Radar Festival, 
Signature Theatre, BRIC, Abrons Arts Center, The Performing Garage, Triskelion Arts, 
LEIMAY, and many more.

BRITTANY VASTA (Set Designer) is in her ninth season at The Shakespeare Theatre. 
Company credits include: Twelfth Night, As You Like It, The Winter’s Tale, Tartuffe, Richard 
III, Exit the King, A Song at Twilight, The Diary of Anne Frank, The Guardsman, Wittenberg, 
The Devil’s Disciple, Tovarich, and The Playboy of the Western World. Recent NYC work 
includes Fucking A (Fordham); Cardboard Piano (The Juilliard School); Octet (Signature 
Theatre and Berkeley Rep Theatre); Rinse, Repeat (Signature Theatre); Life Sucks (Theatre 
Row); Bill Irwin’s Harlequin and Pantalone (NY City Center); Happy Birthday Wanda June 
(The Duke); I thought I would die but I didn’t (The Tank); Sehnsucht ( JACK). Regional work 
includes Gypsy (Theatre Aspen); Choir Boy, the ripple, the wave that carried me home, and 
Redwood (Portland Center Stage); Welcome to Fear City (KCRep); August: Osage County 
(Resident Ensemble Players, University of Delaware); My Name is Asher Lev (Portland Stage 
Company). Recent Associate Design: Chicken and Biscuits (Broadway, Circle in the Square); 
The Green (Lincoln Center public art installation); The Lifespan of a Fact (Broadway, Studio 
54); Fairview (Soho Rep). Drama Desk nomination for set design of Octet. MFA, NYU. USA 
829. brittanyvasta.com

Costume Shop Interns
HANNAH AMELL+, EMILY PORTER SEIGEL+, & AMELIA WALZ+

+Member of the 2023 Summer Professional Training Program

Scene Shop Interns
JACK KURTA+ & IDA MIHOK+

JOHN LITTLE
DONNA KREBSBACH
DARYL LANCASTER
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My Thoughts About the Play
Most of the plays that have resided for many years on my long “want to direct” 
list are epic classics that I have not yet attempted for a variety of practical 
reasons.  C.P. Taylor’s And A Nightingale Sang… has remained on my list for 
many years simply because I did not feel the time was right for it.  I have never 
seen a production of it — it’s not produced very often — and yet, when I read 
it years ago, it really stuck with me.  I found it delightfully funny and quite 
moving.  When I was trying to decide which shows I would direct in this, my 
last season as Artistic Director, I felt the time was finally right for this play, 
especially given what is happening in other parts of the world.  The play kept 
coming to mind as I read about what the Ukrainians are dealing with on a daily 
basis, and I have always been fascinated by how the big events of the world that 
are thrust upon us by larger powers affect our smaller, personal worlds; and 
in turn, how “the common folk” respond and are able to change the course 
of history.  Huge areas of the world are in turmoil now, wreaking havoc on 
millions of lives, and how people survive that havoc is of great interest to me.  It 
seems the humble weapons of humor, music, art, faith, family, and love provide 
comfort, inspiration, and courage that often defy the most dire of situations 
and the most cruel machinations of those who wield power over our lives.  This 
is not a new revelation by any means, but it is one that we need to be reminded 
of and which we need to celebrate.

One of our company members recently sent me an email in which he told me 
about something that one of his professors had said to him long ago. Roughly 
paraphrased, he said that one of the wonderful things about theatre is that it 
can take a simple and obscure story about people of no fame or great import, 
and make their story important and relevant to everyone in the room.  The 
characters in And A Nightingale Sang… have no importance in the great affairs 
of the world.  They are a working class family living in Newcastle upon Tyne, 
in the northeast of England, fairly close to the border of Scotland.  None of 
them are remarkable in any way, other than in the ways that all humans are 
remarkable and important.  And yet, this little tale of their “little lives” is 
uplifting, important, and inspiring.  It is a dose of something we all need right 
now in this troubled world of ours.  In the midst of the horrors of WWII, 
we see common folk cope, laugh, love, and sing their way to the “end of the 
tunnel” and the promise of new hope.  As Helen, the narrator of the story, tells 
us, “Hitler changed my life.”  Bad people in power have been upending people’s 
lives throughout the history of civilization, and that in itself is a maddening 
fact; it is also the greatest argument for democracy, for when a democracy is 

DIRECTOR’S NOTES



working at its best, those people are held in check.  WWII was a war about many 
things but it was ultimately about destroying a fascist regime that was imposing 
unspeakable horrors on the world.  The story of this play does not deal with 
those larger issues, it deals with one small family’s daily task of surviving a war, 
and how the chaos imposed by that war results in new paths and new-found 
hopes and liberations.  It is, obviously, one of the luckier and lighter stories of a 
war-torn land, but its worth is no less than the more harrowing tales of violent 
conflicts.  Its beauty lies in its humble simplicity and its celebration of those 
who just want to live good, peaceful loving lives with a sprinkling of romance 
and a recognition of their place in the great, wide world where nightingales can 
sing free from the sound of bombs.     

The “Geordie” Dialect
In this play, the characters, with the exception of Norman, are all from 
Newcastle upon Tyne, a city in the Northeast of England, located on the river 
Tyne.  Known for its vital importance at one time to the coal and shipping 
industries, as well as its strategic location, it is also renowned for the peculiar 
dialect of its citizens, known as the Geordie accent.  It’s a dialect rife with 
peculiar pronunciations and words that aren’t really used anywhere else, the 
most famous being the word, “canny” which can mean anything from “good” 
to “nice” to “pretty” to “friendly” to “good old soul.”

Geordie is an intriguing accent.  It is unique and difficult for outsiders to 
mimic.  It’s retained both words and pronunciations that date back to the 
Anglo-Saxons, and so it gives one a bit of a taste of how English would have 
sounded centuries ago.  Geordie is, some say, a bridge between the earliest 
forms of English and the way the language is generally spoken today.  There are 
numerous “Geordie words” and slang terms that can only be heard in this small 
corner of England, including “Howay!” (Come on!); “blather skite” (someone 
who talks nonsense); “moogie” (basket-loving); “gan doon” (to go to a place); 
“beclarted” (very dirty) and many, many more.

Our dialect coach, Julie Foh, worked with the actors on the production not 
only helping them learn the Geordie dialect, but to do so in a way that our 
audience could understand it – a daunting task.  We have cheated a bit on 
the accent when we felt that certain words or plot points would be lost if we 
pronounced everything in full-out Geordie. The character of Norman is from 
Birmingham, and so Ben Eakeley, the actor playing Norman, had a whole 
different set of sounds that he had to work on assimilating into his speech.

Many actors groan when they hear that a Geordie dialect is required for a show, 
for it is truly one of the more difficult English dialects to master!



The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey’s mission is two-fold: to bring new, relevant life to the 
world’s classics for a diverse audience; and to use those masterworks to provide transformative 
experiences on stage and in classrooms. As a teaching theatre, the company is dedicated to 
using the classics as interdisciplinary teaching tools for artist training and arts education.

A Brief History
Founded in 1963 by Paul Barry and Philip Dorian, The Shakespeare Theatre of  New 
Jersey is one of  the oldest and most prestigious classical theatres in the nation, serving 
approximately 75,000 children and adults annually. The longest-running Shakespeare 
theatre on the East Coast, the company marks its 61st season in 2023. 

Designated a Major Arts Institution by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, the 
company is a member of  the New Jersey Theatre Alliance, the statewide association of  
professional theatres; and a member of  ArtPride New Jersey, the Shakespeare Theatre 
Association, and the Madison Arts and Culture Alliance.

For six decades, The Shakespeare Theatre of  New Jersey has worked tirelessly to preserve 
dramatic masterworks, contribute to the vitality of  our community, and serve the unique 
needs of  artists, students, and members of  the general public. We advocate for the 
public value of  the arts in everything we do and endeavor to relay the message that the 
classics are relevant and meaningful for everyone. As we continue to celebrate our artistic 
distinction and the massive impact we have had in the education arena, we are mindful 
of  the responsibilities that come with our longevity and status in the community, and we 
continue to strive for excellence in all of  our programming.

Each year we present five to six productions on our Main Stage, the F. M. Kirby 
Shakespeare Theatre, located on the bucolic campus of  Drew University in Madison, 
and each summer we offer an additional production at our Outdoor Stage, the Greek 
Theatre at Saint Elizabeth University in neighboring Florham Park. The company is also 
a preeminent provider of  theatre education programs in New Jersey, offering numerous 
distinct opportunities that serve students, teachers, emerging artists, and members of  
the general public; all promote literacy, community, collaboration, creativity, and cultural 
advancement.

Our Mission

THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE OF NEW JERSEY
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THE SHAKESPEARE THEATRE OF NEW JERSEY ANNUAL FUND
Ticket sales generate only a portion of the funds necessary to produce The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey’s 

artistic and educational work. The Theatre must raise the remaining funds through annual gifts from donors 
who recognize the impact that The Shakespeare Theatre has on the quality of life in New Jersey. We extend our 
deepest gratitude to the following individuals, corporations, foundations, and government agencies, whose gifts 

make it possible for The Shakespeare Theatre to present the finest in classic theatre and allow us to work with 
thousands of young people with our outreach education programs throughout New Jersey, the 

tri-state region, and the nation. Any errors or omissions are unintentional. 
For more information on how you can make a contribution to support the ongoing activities of The 
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey, please contact the Development Department at 973-845-6732.

The list below reflects gifts in support of the Theatre’s general operating needs between 
January 1, 2022 and June 20, 2023.
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Glen & Marg Skar
Neil & Vicki Weisfeld
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     Fund of Renaissance Charitable
     Foundation
Hugh Hanson & Vini Costanzo
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Ms. Juliann Shalack
Pamela Smith & Michael Matthews
De & Randy Snook

Mary Kaye & Donald Sparaco
Katherine Stinson & 
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Mary Walter
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John Aden
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Dr. Joseph Balwierczak
Joelle Bochner
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Mr. & Mrs. David N. Bradford
Richard Brown, in memory of
     Janice Lilien, the love of my life
Mary E. Brennan & Lance Cassak
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Brooks
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Carolyn Dorfman Dance
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Aimee Christjohn
Debra A. Chudnow & 
     David M. Wise
Ms. Blythe Danner
Marysue & Thomas DePaola
Bill Donnelly
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Carol Tucker Graham
John & Clara Grosso
Rick & Linda Haan
Brent Harris
Horizon Foundation for New Jersey
Joan Huber & Stephen Miritello
Investors Foundation
Hans & Pamela Knapp
Ryan LaPré
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Rebecca & Jed Marcus
Margulies Family
Dominick & Marianne Mazzagetti
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Mr. Howard Lee Sherman & 
     Ms. Donna Bullock
Kevin & Caroline Smith
Christine & Tim Squyres
Patrice Sullivan
Dr. & Mrs. A. Wayne Tamarelli
Harold & Seema Tepper
John A. Terrill
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The Goggins Family
Mimi & Norman Golob
Ms. Iris Goodwin
Joyce C. Goore
John H. Gotberg
Thomas & Carol Graham
Mike & JoAnn Graziano
Mr. David Green
Laura Greenwald
William S. Gross
Kevin & Mimi Guiltinan
Robert Gunhouse
Anthony & Lois Guttadora
Kevin Hancharik
Michael Hannan
Nancy Harms
Sharon Harrington
Clare Hart & Greg Baer
Stephen Hauge
Betsy & Alan Haveson
Lyn Headley-Deavours
In memory of Sue Fleming
Bea Henderson | San Francisco
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Robin J. Herbison
Sharon Hickox
Patricia J. Hodde
Michelle Hollander
Maryellen Jochim
Seth & Brandy Johnson
William J. Johnson
Mary & William Joyce
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Elizabeth A. Keat
Mr. Doug Kesten
Mr. William J. Kinneman
Stanlee G. Kissel
Linda M. Klein
Ken & Robynn Kobayashi
Chris & Mary Koster
Diana Krauss & Jere LaPointe
Roberta Krumholz
Paul & Janet Kutzman
Thomas & Sophie Kuzma
Polly & Ron Lacey
Greg & Noelle LaGana
Dr. Jeffrey Lamela
Frank & Pauline Lang
Mr. & Mrs. Roderick Lapid
Roseann Laucirica
Judy Leane
Susan S. Lederman

Phyllis & Phil Lieberman, 
     in memory of Michael Israel
Harriet Lindblom
Wendy Liscow
David Lloyd
Janet Loengard
Ms. Lisa Loosemore
Patricia Luthy
The Luzzi Family
Kathleen & Kevin Lyons
Virginia Lyttle
Manloy Heritage Foundation
Monika Mangan
Rocky Marcelle
Karen Marlowe & Frank Barszcz
Loretta A. Mascaro
James & Linda Massarelli
Scott & Laurie Matthews, 
     in memory of Michael Israel
Michael Stotts & David Mayhew
Rose McCauley & Paul Troiano
Ms. Elizabeth McCrea
Bernadette McDonough
James & Lindsay McHugh
John & Patricia McIntyre
John & Pat McIntyre, in memory 
     of Helen Carson
Doug & Patrice McKenzie
Brigid McMenamin & 
     Stephen Zajac
Anne Mell
Donald & Barbara Meltz
Prof. Alyce Sands Miller
Christa Miller
Jeannette & Phil Miller
Mills + Schnoering Architects, LLC
Bonnie J. Monte, in memory 
     of Helen M. Carson
Bonnie J. Monte, in memory 
     of Mike Schlesinger
Lisa Renee Monte & 
     William Mendez, in honor of
     the cast, crew & director of 
     The Rose Tattoo
Mrs. Marjorie Monte, in memory 
     of John Barr,
     Tom Brennan,
     Ed Herrmann,
     Robert Lupone,
     Jim Mohr,
     Mike Schlesinger,
     and Andy Weems
Mark Monte

Carolyn Moehling & 
     Colin Campbell
Cathy & Matt Montgomery, 
     in memory of Helen M. Carson
Brenda Morgan
Maureen & Chip Mount
Rachel Mullen
Shane Mullery
Elizabeth Murphy, in honor 
     of Laura Aden
Erin & Teddy Musarra
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Mytelka
Cameron Nalley
Cynthia Nisley
Mr. Daniel F. O'Brien
Carol & Mike O' Connell, 
     in memory of Michael Israel
Karen Oesterle
Abby & Richard O'Neill
Patrick & Marla Osinski
Susan Oxman
Susan Papp
Emmett M. Partain, III
In memory of Helen M. Carson
      from the New Jersey Turfgrass
     Association
Kathleen Peregoy & 
      Neil Dornbaum
Michelle Perez
Cecilia & Richard Peters
Wilma S. Pickell
Diane Pivarnik
Diane Pizzoli
Barbara Plokhooy
Don & Newly Preziosi
Bethany & Jonathan Rabinowitz
Ms. Beverly Raffman
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Ralph
Sheila Rees
Sandra L. Reynolds, in honor
      of Beirne Donaldson & 
     Wood Huntley
Betsy & Ed Roland
Stanley Roll
Patricia Romagna
Drs. John & Patricia Rose
Andrea D. Rosenbaum
Lynne & Walter Rosenfeld
Dr. Heather Greenagel Ross
Philip D. Ross
Ruth Ross
Joël Sanders
Barbara Scanlan



Reeve & Georgia Schley
Mark & Maggie Schweppe
David Seabrook & 
     Sherry Barron-Seabrook
Judith Seery, in memory 
     of Michael Israel
James D. Servidea
Bob Seymour
Arlene & Ronald Silikovitz
Ron Silver
Carol Bernstein & John Sinclair
Barbara B. Small
Robin Smith, in memory 
     of Bruce D. Rand
Sharon Snapp
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Stahl
Jeanne Stahl
Susan & Rick Stanley
Mrs. Marie Stanton
Deborah & Isaac Starker

Glenn Steinberg
Karen & Stan Stevinson
Ms. Hattie H. Stone
Ms. Doris Stoner
In memory of Marion Streater
Joseph & Barbara Streit
Rita & Joseph Stringer
Tom & Angie Szentgyorgyi
Dr. William Tansey
Carter Townsend, in honor 
     of Constance Silverman
Sharon Burton Turner
Ms. Sharon Tyre
Joka Vandenberg & Jim Phillips
Richard & Beverly Van Duyne
Hank & Mary Lou van Handle
James & Joanne Vasios
Mrs. Patricia Vellas
Donna & Jack Walcott
Jean Burton Walker

Robert & Rosemary Wall
Wayne R. Walton
Carver L. Washburn
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     Ms. Nancy Anderson
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Rett Zabriskie
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Alan Zucker
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We would also like to thank and acknowledge the many people who give at the $1 – $99 level! 

ACT II: THE LEGACY PROJECT
 The Legacy Project is the Theatre’s campaign to fully acquire and finish much-needed renovations at our support and 
education facility in Florham Park.  In 2017, we engaged in the major public launch of this campaign to achieve our 
goal of $5.3 million.  To date, over $4.2 million has been raised.  We offer up our profound thanks to all those who 
have provided leadership support in the private phase of the campaign.  For more information on exciting naming 

opportunities, or obtaining a personal tour, contact our Development office at 973-845-6732.

The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey wishes to acknowledge the following donors of Capital Campaign gifts 
received between January 1, 2009 and June 20, 2023.
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Claire & Gil Zweig

$5,000 - $9,999
Laura Aden
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Factor
Ms. Sarah Fargo
Anne & Jack Fritts
Mr. Philip W. Gaffney
Jacqueline Gunn
Stark D. Kirby, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph McDonald
The Merrill G. & 
     Emita E. Hastings Foundation
Morris County Board of 
     County Commissioners
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Prentice 
Ms. Joanne Serraino
Carl A. Teschemacher, Jr.
The Thomas & Agnes 
     Carvel Foundation 

$2,500 - $4,999
Kim, Tom, 
     & Felicity Anderson-Moore
Anonymous
Jeanie & Charlie Chapin
Allen W. & Nancy J. Croessmann
Mr. Duane P. Dietz
Dr. Rosina B. Dixon
William V. Engel
Mr. S. Joseph Fortunato 
James & Janet Foster
Kathleen Gaynor 
     & Christine Matheu, 
     in memory of Helen 
     & John Matheu
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hirsch
Friends of Travis Johnson
Michael & Sarah Garrison
Peter D. & Ellen T. Kendall
Robert A. & Caral G. Klein 
Mr. Robert Krakovski
Henrietta & Ken Mahon
Mr. Paul Marshall 
Greg McCarthy 
Ms. Anisa Mehdi 
     & Mr. Peter Zimmermann 
Jane & Peter Mercer
Bonnie J. Monte,
     in memory of Andrew Weems
Mrs. Marjorie Monte, 
     in memory of Debbie Mori
Rebecca Moody, 
     in memory of Andrew Moody
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J. 
     O’Connor III
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Rickert 
Barbara Ruane

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Graham Argent-Belcher
Mrs. Cynthia Babbott,
     in memory of Edward Babbott
David & Dorothy Clair
The Honorable 
     & Mrs. Rodney P. Frelinghuysen
J. Mitchell Grossman
Jim & Kathleen Harris
Steven Heckel
Mr. & Mrs. George Horton, 
     in honor of Dillard 
     & Adrienne Kirby
Drs. Neill & Julia Johnson
Bill & Valerie Keefauver
Mr. & Mrs. Paige B. L’Hommedieu 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lufkin
Pavel & Crystal Matsibekker
Mr. Kenneth Parker 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward W. Probert 
Roger & Jessie Vellekamp

$500 - $999
Ms. Marion Adler 
     & Mr. Scott Wentworth
Ann & Stan Borowiec
Ann B. Bryan
Nan R. Canfield
Connor Carew
Mr. & Mrs. Hamilton Carson 
Millie & Jack Cooper
Tom & Connie Donvito
Jack & Elizabeth Dorer
Jack & Lisa Fraebel
James Galt
Wayne & Catherine Greenfeder
Brad & Florence Henry
Ms. Diana Krauss 
     & Mr. Jere LaPointe
David & Sylvia Luber
Frank & Helen Macioce 
Paul Mullins & Philip Goodwin
Arnold M. Olshan
Marilyn J. O’Shea,
     in honor of Scott J. O’Shea
Pat & Ken Rolston
Beth & Mikael Salovaara
Mark & Ann Smith
Mr. & Ms. Rick Sordelet
Dirck & Elizabeth Uptegrove
Ruth VanDerpoel

Up to $499
Jan Amento
Elliot & Claire Asarnow
Dylan & Becky Baker
Donna Barabas
Steven Beckel
Joelle Bochner
Amelia & Luigi Bonomini
Sharon Brockway
Siobhan Cavanaugh
Arlene & Marvin Chasek
Frank & Cindy Cirone 
Brian B. Crowe & Walter 
     M. Egbert III
Michele Cummings
Paul A. Dentz, Jr.
Linda DeTitta
Fran & Thomas Diffley
Julia Ehlers



IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey wishes to acknowledge the following donors of in-kind gifts 

received between January 1, 2022 and June 20, 2023.

Laura Aden
Wendy & Graham Argent-Belcher
Linda Ariel
Rita Asch
Avenue Travel | Madison
Lee Ann Backer
Steven Beckel
Charles & Leslie Bensley
Dee Billia
Lisa M. Black
Virginia Bosler
Kelly Braun
Richard Brown
Kathleen Caccavale
Amanda Calabrese
Dick Block
Kathleen Clark & Richard Frankel
Lisa D. Cornacchia
Bruce Cromer
James B. Cummins & Nancy Rosins
Joan Del Giudice | 
     Opera at Florham
Linda DeTitta
Gail Dewees
Patricia Docherty
Jeanne Eisele
Tilly-Jo Emerson
Deborah Fallon
Rita Fand
Bill & Lynn Forsell
Robert Gaizband & Diana
     Faber-Gaizband
Edmond Genest & Patricia Curtin
Laura Greenwald

Karl E. Grohn
Janice & Brian Haggerty
Anne Hagstrom
Sarah Haley
Susan B. Hammell
Michael B. Hannon
Leslie Hansen
Lyn Headley-Deavours
Sara Hedgepeth & Tom Schaefer
Kaiya Hefele
Sharon A. Hickox
Wood Huntley & 
     Beirne Donaldson
Jessica Iannetta
Jacobs Levy Equity Management
Cathy James
Larry Jameson
Stewart Jaslove
Laird Johnson & Nancy Novaes
Diane Jorgensen
Laura Kane
Natalie Kane
Helen Kaplus
Marilyn Kappel
Peter D. & Ellen T. Kendall
Scott Killian
Stark D. Kirby, Jr.
James B. & Carol Kobak, Jr.
Lois Platz Kopf
Alisa Korunow
John Korunow
Brianna Lancaster
Daryl Lancaster
Ryan LaPré

Norman Lavine
Carrie Odgers Lax
Leslie Leonard
Alan & Melanie Levitan
L. Jeffrey Lewis
Wendy Liscow & Michael Pollard
Diane Luzzi
Monika Mangan
Emma Mangol
Bonnie J. Monte
Gina Moran
Brenda K. Morgan
Natale's Summit Bakery
Drs. Edward Ng & Marla A. Jackson
Janet Nicolai
Cindy B. Nisley
Karen Oesterle
Ogden Memorial Presbyterian
     Church
Laura O'Hara
James Ohlig
Linda H. Okada
Sara & Richard Olson
Molly Pascucci
Emma Pfeiffer
Diane Pivarnik
Elizabeth Quick
St. Clair Ripley
Joanne Roethlin
Stanley B. Roll
Andrea D. Rosenbaum
Mark & Maggie Schweppe
Elizabeth Shepherd
Kevin & Caroline Smith

Rita S. Fand
Marlene J. Franey
Mr. & Mrs. Edward C. Freda
Iris & Michael Freedman
Usha Ganesh
Arnold & Betty Goldstein
Alison Grill
Aileen & Marc Grossberg
Joe Guerin
Anthony & Lois Guttadora
Mr. Stephen J. Harlen
Sara Hedgepeth & Tom Schaefer
AC Horton

E. Adele Irving
Ann & Dennis Kennedy
Mr. & Mrs. Hardee C. Kilgore III
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen H. Knee
Thomas & Sofia Kuzma
Nathan & Karen Little
Dennis Mancl & Susan Aurin 
Erin Partin Matarrese
Richard McAdams
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Miller
Irene H. Montella
Victoria Muscio
Ellen Tillson Parker

Mr. & Mrs. Henry G. Parker III 
Mr. Robert Panepinto
Nancy Perricone
Jane Leahy Rauen
Leslie Roberts
Richard J. Schliebus
Leila Sellinger
Jessica Damrow Sherman
Harold & Seema Tepper
Robert Worshinski & 
     Michael Burns
Ms. Sue Zwick



Donations are the lifeblood of The Shakespeare Theatre, 
providing much-needed financial 

support for all aspects of our operations. 

It’s easy to make a gift:

- Drop off a donation in person at the Box Office
- Call the Development Department at 973-845-6732

- Go online to ShakespeareNJ.org/SupportUs and click on “Donate Now”
- NEW! Donate using Givebutter by scanning the QR code below

We need you now more than ever! 
Thank you for your support.

When donating through Givebutter, depending on payment type you may be asked to pay processing & handling fees 
that are typically charged to the Theatre. By chosing to cover the cost as a donor, your contribution goes even farther. 

Pamela Finnegan Sommers
John & Laurisa Telesh
Gretchen & George Thomas
Carter Townsend
Karla Tramutola

Marjory Trott
Anita Uotinen
Hank & Mary Lou van Handle
Viking Cruises
Neil & Vicki Weisfeld

Lisa M. Werner
Mathew Williams
Wendy Young
Marcia Zimmerman





www.bassettassociates.com
382 Springfield Avenue  
Summit, NJ 07901
(908) 277-1176
bassettassociates@verizon.net

• 45 Minute commute to NYC 
• 20 Minutes to Newark Airport 
• Retail shops  
• Vibrant downtown 
• Work close to home 
• Office suites 
• Living spaces

Tired of working from home?  
Need an alternative to a long daily commute?

Call Bassett Associates to see the office space  
available in the heart of downtown Summit. 







It's Show Time

Consulting

Talent Development

Executive Coaching

Career Transition

www.ajoconnor.com

Bravo!
Shannon O'Connor Bock

Dear Bonnie,

Wishing you and the entire cast and crew of

And A Nightingale Sang a successful and

memorable performance! 
















