2/10/2019 NYPD: Police Impersonator Is Robbing Craigslist Cellphone Sellers: Gothamist

NYPD: Police Impersonator Is Robbing
Craigslist Cellphone Sellers

BY DAVID COLON IN NEWS ON JUN. 15, 2017 9:43 AM

A grifter in his 20s is popping up around the city under the

guise of buying cellphones from people and then stealing (DCP))
them while falsely identifying himself as a police officer,

according to the real police.

Cops say that the suspect, a man between the ages of 22 and 27, has struck in three separate
incidents in February, April and June this year. In each case, the man allegedly arranged to buy
a cellphone from his victim over Craigslist, then identified himself as a police officer when he met
the sellers, claimed the phones were stolen and took them.

In the February crime, the suspect met a 24-year-old woman on Columbus Avenue and West
63rd street on the evening of the 19th after arranging to buy two phones from her. When they
met, he pulled out a badge and took the cellphones, while also grabbing the woman's breast
before driving away in a white four door sedan.

In the April incident, the suspect met up with a 16-year-old boy, on the evening of the 15th,
under the auspices of buying a phone. The pair met up at 200 Eastern Parkway, and while the
man didn't get away with the phone, investigators say he did pull out a shield again and tell the
16-year-old he was a cop before driving away in the same white four door sedan.

Finally, on the afternoon of June 3rd, the suspect met another person, a 23-year-old man, at
2155 University Avenue. Police say the suspect once again pulled out a shield and said he was
an officer, and this time he got away with the cellphone, before fleeing in the white four door
sedan, which this victim said had New Jersey license plates.

Anyone with information in regards to this incident is asked to call the NYPD's Crime Stoppers
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 1-888-57-PISTA (74782). The public can also
submit their tips by logging onto the Crime stoppers website or by texting their tips to 274637
(CRIMES) then enter TIP577.

http://gothamist.com/2017/06/15/cellphone_cop_impersonator.php
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Kemberly Richardson has details on the fatal shooting of a robbery suspect by an off-duty officer in Queens.

@yp By Kemberly Richardson

Tuesday, December 08, 2015

SPRINGFIELD GARDENS, Queens (WABC) -- An off-duty NYPD officer fatally shot one of two
men who allegedly were trying to rob him Monday night during a Craigslist scam in Queens.

"I saw him with his gun drawn, that was the only thing, I stood my distance," said Eric, a
witness.

In the exclusive video, the silhouette seen in the distance is an off duty NYPD officer with his
gun drawn pointed at Devon Holder. The 30-year-old had just seconds before, allegedly tried to
rob the officer.
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Eric didn't want to show his face or be identified.

m

"He was telling him, 'Let me see your hands, let me see your hands," Eric said.

Around 10:30 Monday night, the officer had come to 145th Avenue to meet Holder and a
second man.

The suspects had placed an ad on Craigslist, saying they had a white BMW for sale.

Sources tell Eyewitness News, one suspect told the officer the vehicle was down a nearby
driveway, but once there, there was no car.

Holder allegedly pulled out this BB gun, grabbed the officer's wallet, and tried to rob him.
When Holder spotted the officer's badge, the officer pulled out his gun and shot Holder.

"I heard pow, pow, two shots and then three more," said Troy Bennett, a witness.

Eric says the officer was focused on Holder.

"He was on the phone with his gun drawn with the gentleman on the ground, but I didn't know
he was a cop until I heard him on the phone saying, might have been telling someone his badge
number," Eric said.

In the exclusive video, you see back up arrive.

Holder was on the ground, and officers are seen looking for that BB gun, which police say they
did eventually find.

Eric watched as paramedics took Holder away, he died at the hospital.
"It's an eye opener. It's sad, it's sad," Eric said.

Police are still looking for a second suspect and the investigation is ongoing.

Related Topics:
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The New York City Police Department is asking for the public’s
assistance in identifying four males in connection with a gunpoint
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robbery within the confines of the 90th Precinct. Details are as follows:

It was reported to police that on Saturday, June 4, 2016 at 9:15

p.m. the victim, a 23-year-old male, met an unidentified male #1 and
unidentified male #2 at the corner of Moore Street and Bushwick
Avenue after arranging via Craigslist to sell the unidentified male #1 an
iPhone. Unidentified male #1 stated that they needed to go to his
apartment on the 7th Floor of 869 Flushing Avenue (Bushwick
Houses), in order to get the money to complete the transaction. The
victim and unidentified males #1 and #2 proceeded to 869 Flushing
Avenue and took the elevator to the 8th Floor, where they were joined
by an unidentified male #3 and unidentified male #4. Unidentified
male #1 produced a handgun while the unidentified males #2, #3 and
#4 removed the victim’s wallet, which contained $350, and two
iPhones. The unknown males then fled via the building stairwells. The
victim was not injured.

Unidentified Male #1 is white Hispanic and was wearing a white
V-neck t-shirt and shorts. He was pushing a bicycle as he entered
the lobby of 869 Flushing Avenue.
= Unidentified Male #2 is black and was wearing light-color pants,

a dark-color t-shirt and a black backpack.
= Unidentified Male #3 is white and was wearing a dark-color t-
shirt, dark-color shorts with white trim and red sneakers.
= Unidentified Male #4 is black and was wearing a red t-shirt,
white shorts and black and white high-top sneakers.

Surveillance photos and video are attached and available at DCPI. The
video shows the unknown males in the lobby of 869 Flushing Avenue
just before the robbery took place. Photo, clockwise from top left:
unidentified male #2, unidentified male #3, unidentified male #4 and
unidentified male #1.

Anyone with information in regards to this incident is asked to call the
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or for
Spanish, 1-888-57-PISTA (74782). The public can also submit their tips
by logging onto the Crime Stoppers website
atWWW.NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.COM or by texting their tips to 274637
(CRIMES) then enter TIP577.

All calls are strictly confidential.
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Police: Robbers Used Craigslist

By CHRISTINE HAUSER JUNE 13, 2008

Trying to exploit the popularity of iPhones, four men used Craigslist to lure
would-be buyers to Brooklyn and then robbed them at gunpoint, the police
said on Thursday.

The four men were arrested on Wednesday in Flatlands after officers set up
a sting operation by responding to an advertisement on Craigslist, the
police said.

The men — identified by the police as Michel Orival, 19; Elorge Zamy, 20;
Ulyses Campbell, 18, and Christopher Thervil, 19, all of Brooklyn —have
been charged with robbery and possession of a weapon.

Lt. Garfield Brown, of the Police Department’s central robbery section in
Brooklyn, said that the men used Craigslist to advertise a bulk sale of
iPhones at a set price, arranged meetings with potential buyers, then
robbed them of cash and other possessions.

Most of the meetings were set up in the evenings on various corners in the
Flatbush area, he said.

“They were hoping that the victim would come with money to make the
purchase,” he said.

The police said they have linked

New York Today the suspects to at least 4 of 12
Each morning, get the latest on New York

businesses, arts, sports, dining, style and more. similar robberies between

March 8 and June 4.
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Lieutenant Brown said the men

were arrested after the police

noticed an advertisement on

Craigslist that resembled one of

the prior postings in which a

SEE SAMPLE | PRIVACY POLICY buyer was lured tO a meeting

| GFT OLT OR CONTACT LS ANYTIME and then robbed. Officers posed
as interested buyers and
arrested the group. A loaded 9-

millimeter gun was found in their car, Lieutenant Brown said.

Apple introduced the iPhone a year ago and has sold about six million of
them. It recently introduced a new model that will be available starting on
July 11.

A version of this article appears in print on , on Page B4 of the New York edition with the headline: Police: Robbers
Used Craigslist. Order Reprints | Today's Paper | Subscribe
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Police are looking for two men who answered a Craigslist ad to buy a MacBook Pro, but instead
stole the laptop at gunpoint.
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Police are looking for two men who answered a Craigslist ad to buy a MacBook - ﬁ
Pro, but instead stole the laptop at gunpoint. Radar Forecast Maps

The robbery happened at about 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 18 inside an apartment building
on West 142nd Street in Harlem. WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Christie Brinkley and daughter Sailor

Police say the 25-year-old victim walked into the building to meet someone who walking the runway together at New

had expressed interest in buying the computer via Craigslist. When he got there, York Fashion Week was:
police say two men took the suspect to the third floor of the building where one of
the men took out a silver gun and demanded his belongings. () Amazing

O Just ok

The suspects took the victim’s iPhone, the laptop and $50 in cash before fleeing,
police say. The victim was uninjured.

O Not a fan

* NYC Woman Accused of Marrying 10 Times, Never Filing for Divorce

Powered by CivicScience | Privacy Policy
Police released a video of the suspects. Anyone with information is asked to call
Crime Stoppers at 800-577-TIPS.

NEWSLETTERS

https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/2-Men-Sought-Harlem-Craigslist-Robbery-Police-299302051.html 1/3


https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/severe-weather-alerts/?viewAll=true
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/severe-weather-alerts/?viewAll=true
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/newsletters
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/maps/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/maps/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/maps/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/maps/
https://www.civicscience.com/u/Privacy
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Bronx-Marriage-Divorce-10-Times-NY-Police-Arrest-Documents-299215501.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/3-Dead-2-Hospitalized-After-Crash-on-Long-Island-Police-505632771.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/3-Dead-2-Hospitalized-After-Crash-on-Long-Island-Police-505632771.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Snow-Possible-Sunday-Night-Bigger-Storm-Coming-Tuesday-Winter-Forecast-505621331.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Snow-Possible-Sunday-Night-Bigger-Storm-Coming-Tuesday-Winter-Forecast-505621331.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/NYC-Man-Charged-With-Stabbing-Pregnant-Girlfriend-to-Death-Queens-505590221.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/NYC-Man-Charged-With-Stabbing-Pregnant-Girlfriend-to-Death-Queens-505590221.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Woman-Bizarrely-Calm-Tantrum-Convenience-Store-in-New-Jersey-505597651.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/Woman-Bizarrely-Calm-Tantrum-Convenience-Store-in-New-Jersey-505597651.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/video/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/national-international/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/health
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/weird/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/tech/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/sports/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/investigations
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/entertainment
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/2-Men-Sought-Harlem-Craigslist-Robbery-Police-299302051.html
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/live
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/2-Men-Sought-Harlem-Craigslist-Robbery-Police-299302051.html

2/10/2019 New York City man robbed at gunpoint for

New York City man robbed at
gunpoint for ... bitcoin?

Dan Mangan | @_DanMangan
Published 2:11 PM ET Fri, 5 June 2015 Updated 3:21 PM ET Fri, 5 June 2015

Put up your hands and start typing your PIN!

A New York man was robbed at gunpoint of $1,100 worth of bitcoin,
police told CNBC.com on Friday.

The case is strongly similar to at least one other robbery in the Big Apple
involving the digital currency earlier this year.

Philippe Lopez | AFP | Getty Images

The latest combination street-cyber crime occurred at around 11:30 a.m.
on May 27 in the Crown Heights section of Brooklyn.

The 28-year-old victim told police he went to a street corner there to
meet a man who had answered his Craigslist.com ad offering bitcoins for

sale, police said.

The purported buyer then led the victim to a car to complete the
purchase, where another man sitting in the backseat pulled a gun and
ordered the victim to electronically transfer the bitcoins to the thieves,
cops said.

Read MoreBitcoin needs more consumer protection

After the victim sent the bitcoins, the thugs then took the victim's
cellphone, and drove off, according to police. The victim then called 911.

"It's still under investigation," said the police spokeswoman. She said
there was no surveillance video footage of the virtual money stickup
available.

https://www.cnbc.com/2015/06/05/new-york-city-man-robbed-at-gunpoint-for-bitcoin.html
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12


https://www.cnbc.com/dan-mangan/
https://twitter.com/_DanMangan
https://www.cnbc.com/2015/06/05/new-york-city-man-robbed-at-gunpoint-for-bitcoin.html#
https://www.cnbc.com/2014/05/05/bitcoin-needs-better-consumer-protection-says-industry-exec.html

2/10/2019 New York City man robbed at gunpoint for

In February, the New York Observer reported quoted a bitcoin dealer
named Dean Katz, who described how he had been robbed at gunpoint
by a man in Queens who had arranged to meet him to buy bitcoin so the
man could gamble on the Super Bowl. Katz said he was forced to
transfer $8,500 worth of bitcoin and also was robbed of $3,500 in cash.

New York police on Friday gave additional details about that Jan. 22
robbery of Katz. They said he entered a car containing two other men at
about 1:50 a.m. that morning to complete the sale.

"He was held at gunpoint and the suspects requested his Samsung phone
and money," police said. Katz then got out of the car, and the suspects
fled, cops said.

Read MoreBitcoin gets a rival—how will it fare?
No arrests have been made in Katz's case.

Katz also told the Observer he has heard from other bitcoin traders about
additional strong-arm robberies of the digital currency as well as the use
of counterfeit cash to buy bitcoin.

The Observer article said that a New York City firefighter had been
stabbed during a robbery of bitcoins that he had agreed to sell. But police
on Friday told CNBC that that robbery, which occurred on Feb. 9, "is not
bitcoin related." The firefighter's credit card and PIN number were
stolen, and he was stabbed in the arm, police said.

pe Dan Mangan
ﬁ Reporter

MORE FROM CNBC by Taboola

https://www.cnbc.com/2015/06/05/new-york-city-man-robbed-at-gunpoint-for-bitcoin.html

... bitcoin?

212


https://twitter.com/_DanMangan
https://facebook.com/dan.mangan.54
https://plus.google.com/103230202249708500262
mailto:daniel.mangan@nbcuni.com
http://observer.com/2015/02/bitcoin-crime-wave-breaks-out-in-nyc/
https://www.cnbc.com/2015/03/25/bitcoin-gets-a-rival-how-will-it-fare.html
https://www.cnbc.com/dan-mangan/
https://www.cnbc.com/dan-mangan/
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=cnbc&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=organic-text-links-a:Below%20Article%20Text%20Links:

2/10/2019

Man Wanted In Armed Robbery Of Pricey Yeezy Sneakers — CBS New York

@ ‘@ CBSNewYork MENU NEWS WEATHER

Man Wanted In Armed Robbery Of Pricey

Yeezy Sneakers

December 17,2017 at 11:53 pm  Filed Under: Ali Bauman, Local TV, Manhattan, Subway Robbery, Yeezy

NEW YORK (CBSNewYork) — Police were searching Sunday
night for a bandit who robbed a teenage boy at gunpoint for some
pricey sneakers right in Times Square.

As CBS2’s Ali Bauman reported, sneakers passed hand to hand
in the trading pit at Sneaker Con this weekend in Midtown. Teens
were bartering for each other’s in-demand shoes, and one of the
hottest brands was Adidas’ Yeezy sneakers.

“People will do whatever they want for those shoes,” said Paul
Mako.

Police said just a few blocks from Sneaker Con on Saturday in
Times Square, a 17-year-old boy was robbed at gunpoint of his
Yeezy sneakers — by a man he thought was going to buy them.

Police say a man bid on the boy’s sneakers online, and then
agreed to meet a 17-year-old in the mezzanine of the Times
Square-42nd Street subway station at 42nd Street and Seventh
Avenue around noon Saturday.

“Meetups, you can get hurt — but that’s never happened to me,
because | meet up in safe locations,” said Mike Ainauzzi.

“I've done plenty of Craigslist deals for shoes, but | prefer to do it
in person,” said Daniel Tarallo.

The victim told police that the suspect initially agreed to pay $340,
but once he showed up said he needed to break a $100 bill and
started walking down into the subway, asking strangers to make
change. The victim followed him.

https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/12/17/adidas-yeezy-armed-robbery/
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Police said that was when the suspect showed the victim he had a
gun in his waistband, took the kicks, and ran way.

Shoe aficionados at Sneaker con said they are wary to sell over
the internet, because you never know who is really on the other
side of the deal.

“There’s been countless stories where people have bought a pair
of shoes, asked for the money back because they thought it was
fake, and then just send over a brick and keep the shoes and get
the money back,” said Joseph Ashaj. “It happens all the time.”

“You’re never supposed to go alone, and always meet up by a
police station or something,” Mako added.

The suspect in the robbery is described as an approximately 6
foot tall, 190 pound 23-year-old Hispanic male.

Anyone with information in regards to the robbery is asked to call

the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or

for Spanish, 1-888-57-PISTA (74682). The public can also submit
their tips by logging onto the Crime stoppers website

at WWW.NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.COM or by texting their tips to
274637 (CRIMES) then enter TIP577.

https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2017/12/17/adidas-yeezy-armed-robbery/
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CANARSIE, Brooklyn — A robbery victim, who decided to take the law into his own hands by

mowing down an armed teen thief, severing his right arm, is now in handcuffs himself, police said.

Police arrested the robbery victim, Philip Pierre, 39, of East Flatbush, Brooklyn, and charged him
with attempted murder. The alleged teen thief, Zachary Sam, 17, also of Canarsie, Brooklyn, was
charged with robbery and criminal possession of a weapon in the Craigslist robbery gone wrong.

Both were charged on Friday.

Police sources say the teenager connected with Pierre on Craigslist on Friday. Pierre was selling a

pair of Air Jordan sneakers.

They met about 1 p.m. near Avenue M and East 84th Street in Canarsie, where Sam got into
Pierre's Honda Pilot SUV and pulled out a gun, a police source said. The teen allegedly stole the

Jordan Retro 8 sneakers and walked away.

Sam managed to make it only about 100 yards with the shoes when the driver made a U-turn,
stepped on the gas and struck Sam. The teenager was pinned against the fence and his right arm

was severed "completely," a police source told PIX11.
"He technically did disarm him," a police source said.

Missing his arm, Sam tried to jump on an MTA bus, where he demanded a MetroCard. Just then,
Pierre yanked the teenager off the bus and told the driver he'd robbed him. Then Sam escaped his

clutches again and ran home, where he collapsed outside, a police source said.

An ambulance took Sam— and his severed arm — to a Brookdale Hospital. The teen was listed as

critical but stable condition. Doctors surgically reattached his arm Friday night, but are not yet

https://pix11.com/2016/02/12/brooklyn-teen-tries-to-steal-air-jordans-loses-arm-in-craigslist-robbery-gone-wrong-police/amp/ 2/5
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sure if the operation was successful, a police source said.

Pierre was arraigned Saturday on attempted murder charges. He is being held on $100,000 bond.
Pierre's relatives said his actions were done in self-defense.

"He was just there to help support his family," Pierre's cousin said. "What would you do if

someone pulled a gun on you?"

https://pix11.com/2016/02/12/brooklyn-teen-tries-to-steal-air-jordans-loses-arm-in-craigslist-robbery-gone-wrong-police/amp/ 3/5
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