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The Lion and the Lamb 

 

BIG IDEA: YOUR WORST CHAPTER ISN'T YOUR LAST ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Jacob is dying. Before he goes, he calls all twelve sons together for one last word - not just 
about tomorrow, but about "what will happen to you all in the last days." This is prophecy, 
built with a deliberate shape: four groups of sons, and right in the literal center of the whole 
poem, one line addressed to nobody but God. 

SCENE 1 — CROSSED OFF THE LIST  (Genesis 49:1–4) 

 

1 Then Jacob called his sons and said,  

   "Gather yourselves together,  

   that I may tell you what shall happen to you in days to come. 

2 Assemble and listen, O sons of Jacob, listen to Israel your father. 
 

3 "Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might,  

    and the firstfruits of my strength, preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 

4 Unstable as water, you shall not have preeminence,  

   because you went up to your father's bed; then you defiled it –  

   he went up to my couch!" 

 

1. "Unstable as water, you shall not have _______________." 

 

Notice how much Jacob piles up for Reuben in one breath:  
 

▪ Firstborn, might, the firstfruits of my strength - and then "preeminent" said twice 
in a row, dignity and power both. Everything a father would want to say about his 
oldest son, stacked on top of itself for emphasis.  
 

▪ And then the reversal, in the very next sentence. Reuben had it all - and lost all of it 
in a single ancient act of betrayal, going up to his father's bed (35:22). Years later, the 
consequence still hasn't expired. 

 

▪ "My firstborn" isn't just a title here - it's activating a pattern that runs all the way 
back through Genesis. The older losing ground to the younger, or to someone entirely 
unexpected, goes back further than this family: it's already there in the created order 
itself, in Cain, in Ham, all the way up through Ishmael and Esau. Reuben isn't an isolated 
case. He's the latest name on a very long list. 

 



▪ And here's a detail worth having precisely right: Reuben's lost birthright doesn't 
just go to one brother - it actually splits into two separate things. The Chronicler, 
looking back on this centuries later (1 Chronicles 5:1-2), points out that "firstborn" status 
in Israel was never just one privilege - it was at least two.  
 

▪ The inheritance rights - the double portion - go to Joseph, which is exactly what 
happens when Jacob adopts Ephraim and Manasseh in chapter 48.  

 

▪ But the ruling authority, the throne, goes to Judah instead. Reuben doesn't just lose 
his birthright to a replacement. He loses it in two different directions at once 

 

SCENE 1 — CROSSED OFF THE LIST  (Genesis 49:5–7) 

 

5 "Simeon and Levi are brothers; weapons of violence are their swords. 

6 Let my soul come not into their council; O my glory, be not joined to their company.  

   For in their anger they killed men, and in their willfulness they hamstrung oxen. 

7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce, and their wrath,  

   for it is cruel! I will divide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel." 

 

2. "I will divide them in Jacob and ________ them in Israel." 
 

▪ This is Shechem (Genesis 34) - the massacre Simeon and Levi carried out after their 
sister Dinah was assaulted. Jacob condemned it then. He condemns it again here, on 
his deathbed, decades later. 

 

▪ The specific words Jacob chooses for their punishment aren't neutral - 
"scatter" and "divide" are the exact same Hebrew words used for what 
happened to humanity at Babel (Genesis 11:8-9). Jacob is treating what his sons 
did at Shechem with the same severity as humanity's judgment at the tower - an act 
serious enough to warrant being scattered the way the whole earth once was. 

 

▪ And here's the detail worth sitting in: the same curse plays out two completely 
different ways.  

 

o Simeon's tribe essentially disappears - Joshua 19 shows their allotted land 
swallowed up inside Judah's territory, and Simeon is barely heard from again. 
 

o Levi also loses land - permanently, no tribal territory at all (Numbers 18:20) - but 
that same scattering becomes the priesthood, because generations later, at the 
golden calf, the Levites are the ones who side with God against Israel's idolatry 
(Exodus 32).  

 

o One curse. Two brothers. One fades into obscurity; the other becomes 
indispensable. 

 

 

▪ Here's the question worth sitting with before we move on: How do you work 
through your own consequences?  



SCENE 2 — THE BLESSING REISSUED  (Genesis 49:8–9) 

8 "Judah, your brothers shall praise you;  

    your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;  

    your father's sons shall bow down before you. 
 

9 Judah is a lion's cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up.  

   He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?" 

 

3. "Judah, your brothers shall ______ you." 
 

▪ Lions were the standard image of kingship across the whole ancient world - so 
this is unmistakably royal language, centuries before there's an actual king in Israel. 
And it's worth remembering exactly who's being handed this image: the same 
brother who orchestrated selling his own family member into slavery, and who 
fathered children through his own daughter-in-law without recognizing her 
(Genesis 38). Jacob isn't describing the Judah of chapter 37. He's describing who 
Judah becomes. 

 

▪ "Your father's sons shall bow down before you" is not a new phrase. It's a 
direct quote. Isaac once promised Jacob almost this exact wording (27:29) - and it 
never happened between Jacob and Esau. If anything, Genesis 33 shows the 
opposite: Jacob bowing to Esau seven times. The blessing looked like it failed. 

 

▪ Then the same language shows up again - and this time it actually happens, 
literally, with Joseph's brothers bowing before him (Genesis 42, 44). And now, 
here in chapter 49, Jacob deliberately reissues that same promise one more time - 
onto Judah.  

 

▪ Joseph lived it. Judah is promised it. And this promise reaches further than 
Judah's own lifetime - first to David, whose entire nation, including his own brothers 
and tribe, comes under his throne; and ultimately to Jesus, of whom Paul writes that 
God has exalted Him so that "every knee should bow" and "every tongue confess" 
(Philippians 2:10-11). The blessing keeps searching for someone who can 
actually carry it - and it doesn't stop at Judah, either. 

 

SCENE 2 — THE BLESSING REISSUED  (Genesis 49:10–12) 

10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah,  

      nor the ruler's staff from between his feet,  

      until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 
 

11 Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey's colt to the choice vine,  

     he has washed his garments in wine and his vesture in the blood of grapes. 

12 His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk. 



4. The _______ shall not depart from Judah. 

 

▪ "Until tribute comes to him." This exact reading connects directly to Psalm 72, 
which pictures the future king receiving tribute gifts from foreign kings, all nations 
bowing and serving him (Psalm 72:10-11).  

▪ The scepter stays in Judah's line until a rightful ruler arrives who receives that 
tribute and "the obedience of the peoples." Historically, that's first David. 
Ultimately, Christian reading says it's Jesus. 

 

▪ God makes this exact promise to David directly in 2 Samuel 7 - his throne 
established forever, his kingdom never departing.  

 

“When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish 
his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever). 

 

▪ But that same chapter also says God will discipline his descendants "with a rod" 
when they sin. The promise carries both blessing and warning from the start.  

 

▪ And it's worth knowing where that warning actually lands. Later, after David's 
affair with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband Uriah, Nathan tells him plainly: 
"the sword shall never depart from your house" (2 Samuel 12:10) - the same 
"never depart, forever" language as the original promise, only now aimed at David 
himself as judgment for his own sin. The very king this blessing points toward is 
also the one who personally experiences its warning half. 

 

▪ The wine and vine imagery pictures a world of Eden-like abundance - so many 
productive vines that you could carelessly tie a donkey next to one without a second 
thought, the way Micah later pictures peace as "every man under his own vine and fig 
tree" (Micah 4:4). Washing garments in wine is a double image: it's outrageous 
abundance (using something precious as if it were water), and it's royalty - 
wine-dyed cloth turns purple, the ancient color of kings. 

 

▪ If God can write this ending onto Judah's story, He can write it onto yours. 
Judah isn't in this blessing because he cleaned himself up first. He's in it because he 
was still willing to offer himself when it mattered most - even after everything he'd 
already done wrong.  

 

▪ Whatever chapter 38 you're carrying - the choice you made that you assumed 
disqualified you - it doesn't get the final word. God is still writing chapter 49. 

 

 

 

 

 



SCENE 3 — THE QUIET SEVEN  (Genesis 49:13–21, 27) 

 

Not every calling is dramatic. Seven more brothers get their own words: 

 

ZEBULUN A haven for ships — dwelling by the seashore. 

ISSACHAR A strong donkey who traded freedom for a pleasant, comfortable resting place. 

DAN Small but dangerous — a serpent that brings down a rider far bigger than itself. 

GAD Raided by raiders — but raids back. Resilience under attack. 

ASHER Rich food and royal delicacies. A quiet blessing of prosperity. 

NAPHTALI A doe let loose, bearing beautiful fawns. Freedom and fruitfulness. 

BENJAMIN A ravenous wolf — devouring the prey, dividing the spoil. 

 

▪ Most callings look like this, not like Judah's. Quiet. Ordinary. Still genuinely blessed. 
 

▪ Be honest with yourself for a second: most of us are not Judah. We're Asher. 
We're not going to carry a nation's throne or have our name quoted in Revelation.  

 

▪ We're going to have a decent job, a family that needs us, a neighborhood, a season of 
quiet faithfulness nobody will ever write a poem about. And Jacob still calls it a 
blessing.  

 

▪ Not a consolation prize for the ones who didn't make the cut - a real, named, 
genuine blessing, spoken with the same breath as Judah's. If your life looks more like 
Naphtali than Judah, that was never the problem you thought it was. 

 

Genesis 49:18 (ESV) 

18 I wait for your salvation, O LORD. 

 

5. "I ____ for your salvation, O LORD." 

 

▪ This is the exact center of the entire poem - one line, addressed to nobody but 
God, sitting right in the middle of the twelve blessings. And it's Jacob's own 
admission: the man who received an unfulfilled blessing decades earlier is still, even 
now, waiting on God to finish what He started. 

 

 

▪ Name the promise you're still waiting on that looks like it failed. Jacob's whole life is 
proof that waiting doesn't mean the promise was empty. 

 

▪ Notice what Jacob does not do here. He doesn't try to manufacture the fulfillment 
himself. He doesn't grab the throne early, or force Esau to bow through some scheme 
the way he once schemed for the birthright.  
 



At the very end of his life, all he has left to offer is a prayer. Sometimes the most 
mature thing you can do with an unfulfilled promise is stop trying to engineer it, 
and just wait on the God who gave it. 

 

SCENE 4 — THE FRUITFUL BOUGH  (Genesis 49:22–24) 

 

22 "Joseph is a fruitful bough (main branch), a fruitful bough by a spring;  

      his branches run over the wall. 

23 The archers bitterly attacked him, shot at him,  

      and harassed him severely, 

24 yet his bow remained unmoved;  

     his arms were made agile by the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob  

     (from there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), 

 

6. "Joseph is a ________ bough." 
 

7. Yet his bow remained _______. 
 

▪ The whole Joseph story, compressed into four lines of poetry. The betrayal, 
Potiphar's wife, the false accusation, the prison - all of it is "the archers bitterly 
attacked him." And the reason he survived it: NOT his own strength, but "the hands of 
the Mighty One of Jacob."  

 

▪ Jacob's own theology of the entire story, stated in one sentence. 

"His bow remained unmoved" is not a claim that the attacks didn't land. They did - 
years of them, real ones. It's a claim that they didn't determine the outcome.  
 

Whatever's currently taking aim at you - a betrayal, a false accusation, a season 
that's genuinely attacking you the way Potiphar's wife and prison attacked Joseph 
- the target of the attack isn't always the same as who wins the fight. 

 

SCENE 4 — THE FRUITFUL BOUGH  (Genesis 49:25–26) 

25 by the God of your father who will help you,  

    by the Almighty who will bless you with blessings of heaven above,  

    blessings of the deep that crouches beneath,  

    blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 
 

26 The blessings of your father are mighty beyond the blessings of my parents,  

     up to the bounties of the everlasting hills. May they be on the head of Joseph,  

     and on the brow of him who was set apart from his brothers. 



 

8. Set ___________ from his brothers. 
 

▪ Total, stacked, comprehensive blessing - heaven above, the deep beneath, fertility, 
abundance, all of it.  
 

▪ And the closing phrase - "set apart from his brothers" - closes the loop on the very 
first scene of this whole story: the favored son, the coat, the dream of his brothers 
bowing down. Everything that started in chapter 37 lands here. 

 

Genesis 49:27 (ESV) 

27  Benjamin is a ravenous wolf,  

      in the morning devouring the prey and at evening dividing the spoil. 

 

▪ This line describes the tribe's character, not one person, so the strongest 
fulfillment is what Benjamin's own tribe actually did.  
 

▪ In Judges 19–21, the tribe's men committed a horrific crime against a Levite's 
concubine. The tribe refused to hand over the guilty, resulting in a civil war.  

 

▪ They also carried off hundreds of young women from Jabesh-Gilead and Shiloh as 
wives (Judges 21:12, 21:23). They ravaged violence in the morning, plunder in the 
evening, from the tribe as a whole.  

▪ A close second is Saul's own campaign against the Amalekites (1 Samuel 15), 
where he routed them and then kept the spoil against Samuel's direct order — the 
same morning/evening rhythm, but through one man instead of the whole tribe. 

 

SCENE 5 — THE DEATH OF JACOB (Genesis 49:29–31, 33) 

29 Then he commanded them and said to them,  

     “I am to be gathered to my people;  

     bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite,  

     in the cave that is in the field at Machpelah,  

     to the east of Mamre, in the land of Canaan.  
 

31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife.”  
 

33 When Jacob finished commanding his sons,  

     he drew up his feet into the bed  

     and breathed his last and was gathered to his people. 

 



▪ Jacob's last request tells you everything about where his faith actually rested. He 
doesn't ask to be buried in Egypt, where he's lived in comfort and status for seventeen 
years.  
 

▪ He asks for the cave at Machpelah, the same plot Abraham bought decades earlier as 
the very first piece of the promised land his family actually owned (Genesis 23). 
Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, and Leah are already there. Jacob is asking to be laid 
down inside the one physical guarantee that God's promise was real - a down payment 
on land his family wouldn't actually possess for four more centuries. 

  

▪ And then, without ceremony, he's gone. “He drew up his feet into the bed and 
breathed his last and was gathered to his people.” The same man who opened this 
chapter by gathering his twelve sons together is now the one being gathered - to 
Abraham, to Isaac, to the promise that started it all.  

 



PERSONAL REFLECTION 

 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 

Simeon and Levi committed the exact same sin and received the exact same curse - yet 
ended up in completely different places. What do you do with your own consequence? 
Does it get the final word, or does it become a doorway to something else? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judah isn't in this blessing because he cleaned himself up first - he's in it because he was 
still willing to offer himself when it mattered most. Whatever "chapter 38" you're carrying - 
the choice you assumed disqualified you - what would it look like to believe God is still 
writing your "chapter 49"? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be honest: most of us are not Judah. We're Asher, Naphtali, Zebulun - quiet, ordinary 
callings. Have you ever treated your own "ordinary" blessing as a consolation prize rather 
than a real one? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob's own life is proof that receiving a promise doesn't mean immediate fulfillment. What 
promise are you still waiting on that looks like it failed? What would it look like to stop trying 
to manufacture the outcome yourself, and simply wait? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph's bow "remained unmoved" - not because the attacks didn't land, but because they 
didn't determine the outcome. What's currently taking aim at you that you need to trust 
won't get the final say? 

 

 

 

 

 



BIBLE NERDS ONLY  
 

Four Women in Judah's Story 
 

 
 

The Messianic Line Runs Through Scandal: Four Women in Judah's Story 

Judah's blessing promises the scepter will stay in his family “until it belongs to the one 
whose right it is” (49:10). Matthew's genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1) is the receipt that the 
promise came true - but the line getting there runs through four women, and every one of 
them enters the story through scandal, not status. 

 

Tamar 

Biblical Reference: Genesis 38 

Context: Judah refuses to give Tamar his third son as promised after her first two 
husbands - both Judah's own sons - die. She poses as a prostitute to force Judah himself to 
keep his word. 

Result: Her son Perez becomes the next link in Judah's line, and Judah himself admits, 
“She is more righteous than I” (Genesis 38:26). 
 

Rahab 

Biblical Reference: Joshua 2; Joshua 6:22-25 

Context: A Canaanite prostitute in Jericho who hides Israel's spies and sides with Israel 
over her own city before the conquest. 



Result: She's spared when Jericho falls, marries into Judah's line, and becomes an 
ancestor of both David and Jesus. 

 

Ruth 

Biblical Reference: Ruth 1-4 

Context: A Moabite widow - from a nation the law explicitly barred “from the assembly of 
the LORD, even to the tenth generation” (Deuteronomy 23:3) - who commits herself to 
Naomi and to Naomi's God. 

Result: She marries Boaz, and their great-grandson is King David himself. 
 

Bathsheba 

Biblical Reference: 2 Samuel 11; Matthew 1:6 

Context: David commits adultery with her and arranges her husband Uriah's death. 
Matthew's genealogy doesn't even name her - it calls her “the wife of Uriah.” 

Result: Her son Solomon becomes the next king in Judah's line, continuing straight through 
to Jesus. 
 

The insight in one line: the line that produces “the Lion of the tribe of Judah” (Revelation 
5:5) isn't a clean royal pedigree - four times over, it runs through exactly the kind of story 
God keeps using anyway. 



ANSWER KEY 

 

SCENE 1 — CROSSED OFF THE LIST 

1. PREEMINENCE 

2. SCATTER 

SCENE 2 — THE BLESSING REISSUED 

3. PRAISE 

4. SCEPTER 

SCENE 3 — THE QUIET SEVEN 

5. WAIT 

SCENE 4 — THE FRUITFUL BOUGH 

6. FRUITFUL 

7. UNMOVED 

8. APART 


