Miss Margaret'’s
Barton Cottage
Christmas Surprise

By Laura Thoma

Set eight years after Jane Austen’s Sense and Sensibility,
this cozy, queer play follows the adventurous Margaret
Dashwood as she returns to Barton Cottage to reunite
her family for Christmas, only to set in motion events
that threaten to unravel her holiday plans.

Development History:
« One Act Reading: Desert Playwrights Retreat (2023)
« Readings: THE OUTRAGE (2024); North American Cultural Laboratory
 Holiday Works in Progress / Shoreline Playwrights (2023)
 Production: Drama Works Community Theatre (Dec 2024)

When the adventurous Margaret Dashwood returns
home to open Barton Cottage and reunite her family
for the holidays, things do not go as planned. Her
carefully arranged reunion is thrown into disarray
when a former love arrives unexpectedly and,
refusing to leave, introduces herself as a maid just
as Margaret'’s sisters arrive. Hoping to preserve the
holiday, Margaret goes along with the ruse.

As the family sings carols and decorates the cottage,
Margaret’s resolve and heart are increasingly tested.
What begins as holiday frivolity soon gives way to
jealousy, misunderstandings, and betrayal. Margaret
is forced to confront her true feelings and decide
what it means to save Christmas — for her family
and herself. (5W,1 M - 75 min)

PICTURES FROM DRAMA WORK PRODUCTION
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	Miss Margaret's Barton Cottage Christmas Surprise has evolved from a limited, non-professional community theatre production into a nearly completed work. The current stage of development focuses on refinement rather than restructuring, with particular attention to line work and the storytelling in transitions, as the play moves toward clarity, continuity, and a deepening of the audience's emotional journey.
	Miss Margaret’s Barton Cottage Christmas Surprise is a historical fantasy inspired by one of Jane Austen’s worlds and engages directly with questions of visibility and belonging. My work centers queer people not as modern additions to the past, but as individuals who have always existed, loved, and imagined futures for themselves, often without recognition or record.
	It is important to me that queerness is not the central conflict. While the wider social structures of the period may not sanction their love, the world of the play does. The characters claim joy, affirmation, and community on their own terms. This is not anachronism, but reclamation, using historical fiction to make space for stories that were lived but rarely recorded.
	I am the only artist connected to this project. I have directed/choreographed it in development. I would love to work with a director and choreographer if available.  The piece requires six actors. Five Women (one who plays the piano), and one Man.
	My primary goal for this workshop is to step back and function solely as the playwright. Having directed and choreographed this work in development, I am ready for the distance that collaborators will provide — to hear and see the play rather than drive it, and to discover what is on the page versus what exists only in my head.
	I want to write transitions that allow the play to flow seamlessly, without scene changes interrupting the world we've built. And while the structure is largely in place, I suspect there may be moments that fresh eyes will help me identify and clarify.
	Ultimately, I am looking for the kind of process-focused environment where the work can breathe and reveal itself.
	I am available and committed to being onsite for a full week within the September 2026 – July 2027 window and will coordinate scheduling upon acceptance.
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