
Heroes, Saints, and Facing the Future

It is only in the last few decades that many protestant churches have begun celebrating
the Feast of All Saints, though it has been a tradition held by the Roman Catholics for
centuries. We have, in the protestant tradition, begun to understand the importance of
remembering and honoring the lives of those who have gone before us in faith, in order
to better direct our own lives. It can be tempting, sometimes, when we look back at the
lives of those who have led the way for us, to transform them into heroes. We might
even be tempted to skip over the parts of their stories that remind us they were also
humans and sinners. But that is a huge mistake. Part of the beauty of All Saints is not
just remembering the incredible faith and deeds of those who came before us, but even
more importantly, reflecting on God’s pattern of goodness and transformation. When
we can see in the lives of those who came before us their full humanity, as they say,
“warts and all” we can better see God’s goodness at work.

We can be reminded that God does not wait to use us until we have it all together. God
does not look for perfect people to be leaders. God does not need us to be infallible.
God wants to use us, as we are. Right Now.

When we recognize this good news, I think it makes us braver. Not only does it give us
courage to see how God might be calling us to lead in our own circles of influence, but
it gives us courage to make changes. When we make those who came before us heroes,
we feel as though we must preserve the way they “did” church. When we allow them
to be humans who engaged with and served God in the ways that best fit their time,
needs and circumstance, we are freed to do the same, even when it means making
changes to the way we’ve always done things.

Let us not be lured into believing we face a binary choice between honoring our history
and adapting for the future. Let us instead be awed by the God of Both/And. The one
who was with our ancestors, and who is faithful now, and who will be with our
children’s children. Thanks be to God!!!

In Jesus Name,

Rev. Amanda Baker
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Baldwin First is offering free
Covid Testing here at the
church. Those seeking to be
tested can come to the church
office during regular office
hours M-Th 9AM-2PM and
receive an OTC rapid antigen
test to take at home with
results in about 15 minutes, or
a collection kit for a PCR test
with results in 1-4 days. These
same options will be available

on Saturdays during the Food Pantry, and on Sunday mornings from 9-11. This testing is
completely free is available through a conference partnership with the KDHE. Please help us
spread the word, so that all our neighbors have access to the testing they need.

If anyone is interested in volunteering, within all the safety precautions, in this worthy
endeavor for COVID test distributions please contact the church office.

Baldwin First
Capital Campaign Update

Your capital campaign committee, involving
Nancy Arnold, Kelsey Nolte (co-chairs),
Coleen Burgess, Walt and Barbara Bailey,
Ryan and Amy Berg and Doug and Sam Cheek,
have been busy finalizing the details launching
this five year program.

Our church has impacted the lives of many community members and multi-generational families
near and far for over 150 years. From worship, to Sunday School, to choir, Institute, Youth Group,
UMW, UMM, to memorable life events such as baptisms, confirmations, marriages and memorial
services. Our beautiful historic church is facing needs of new repairs (a boiler replacement) and the
need for an upgrade of audio/visual equipment to support virtual streaming services for those who
cannot attend worship, meetings,and bible studies as we try to meet the both/and worshipper's
needs.

Please prayerfully consider donating to our campaign. A mailing will be sent out the first week of
October to include a letter with more information, a self stamped addressed envelope, for your
convenience, to mail back the pledge card. The above QRcode can be used to direct your
contribution should you wish but still please do let us know by returning the pledge card for
financial planning purposes. If giving online be sure to indicate your contribution is for the capital
campaign fund.

A specific gmail address ( baldwinfirstcapitalcampaign@gmail.com) has been established should
you have any questions. Shortly a website will be launched for the campaign for updates, etc. A
copy of a phased approach for the capital campaign financial resources (with the boiler being the
most imperative) is available in the church office and at worship on Sunday mornings. A recent
loan has approved for the boiler, it has been ordered, hopefully with instillation in late October.

mailto:baldwinfirstcapitalcampaign@gmail.com




Most Current Financial Update:

2021 Budget: $151,740.00 (averaged contribution amount needed each
month: $12,645.00) August contributions were 9696.00, We are 94%
meeting the needed funds at this time.

https://baldwinfirst.org/give-online

Sunday, November 7

8:30 a.m.

Church Kitchen Dedication
& a Kitchen Shower

https://baldwinfirst.org/give-online


        

Worship Services 
9:30 AM (In person and

Live Online Services)

Oct 3 World Communion Sunday,
All Saints Day

Oct 4 Missions 7:00PM

Oct 6 Care Giving meeting 1:30 p.m.
Cruising Cupboard at Library
10:30 - 11:30
 
Oct 10 Clergy Appreciation Sunday
 
Oct 11 Trustees Mtg 7:00PM 
 
Oct 18 Finance Mtg 7:00PM
           SPPRC Mtg 7:00PM
 
Oct 24 Council Mtg 7:00PM

Oct 31 All Saint's Sunday

Church Streaming & Zoom Meeting
Links Directory

Note: Links are accessible in the email version of
this newsletter, the links are not available on
the website version of the Vine due to PDF.

Sunday School and Small Groups are
meeting at 10:45p.m. on Sundays
 

   *9:30 AM Worship Live Stream:
    https://www.Baldwinfirst.org

 or at
https://www.facebook.com/baldwinfirstumc

or at
 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC

Mwpl81KtGg7h9AhRFW9NWQ
 

 *For ALL scheduled CHURCH
optional Zoom Mtgs go to

https://zoom.us/join
mtg ID #: 9644607669

  Password: 042020 

.

You can find us on social media @baldwinfirstumc

http://www.baldwinfirst.org/
https://www.facebook.com/baldwinfirstumc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMwpl81KtGg7h9AhRFW9NWQ
https://zoom.us/join



