The Vine

(Very Important News and Events)
“I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing.”
(Jesus, from John 15:5)

Pastor: Rev. Amanda Baker

February 2019

The Mission of Baldwin First United Methodist Church is
to love and serve God and our neighbors as disciples of Jesus Christ.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Amanda’s Page:
February 2019 is here. For some, that holds great significance, as we perhaps watched drama unfold at the 2016 General Conference
over the future of our denomination in the face of differing beliefs on how to interpret the Bible for faithful daily living.
First- a few basics:
General Conference is the official body which speaks for the United Methodist Church as a global movement and which creates and
refines the Book of Discipline. The voting body of General Conference is always made up of 50% clergy (Ordained ministry
professionals) and 50% lay (Christians in the pews). Every Conference is given a set number of delegates they are permitted to bring
(we also elect alternates, who go along so that illness/circumstances will not keep us from having our full delegation on the floor at all
times)
In 2016, General Conference ground to a halt as it became difficult to envision how folks with drastically different ways of reading,
interpreting and honoring Scripture and scriptural authority could hold together as an institutional body. That tension increased when
the election of a Bishop with a same-sex spouse in the Western Jurisdiction was called into question by members of our jurisdiction.
Members of our own delegation asked the Council of Bishops to offer the General Conference some leadership. The plan formed by
the council was to create a commission of diverse people (representing as many parts of the world, theological and social worldviews
as possible) who would gather regularly to speak, and listen and pray and study and then would present their findings to the council of
bishops and eventually to a special called general conference (meaning not part of the regular 4 year cycle) to be voted on, so that the
future of the denomination could be discerned.
That commission, now known as The Commission on the Way Forward, produced three possible plans to be considered by the
General Conference in St. Louis this month. The Conference will begin with a day set aside for prayer. We are a people who act
through a democratic process, but who believe that process can and should be done with a spirit of openness to the movement of the
Holy Spirit in and through those who have been elected, sent and gathered.
We, too, will have stations set up in Beek’s chapel for prayer during the general conference. Additionally, Bishop Ruben Saenz has
asked that the faithful disciples in the Great Plains Conference set alarms for 2:23 as a prompt to pause and pray for the work of the
General Conference.
And after all of that, I offer these words of hope:
The fearful disciples, huddled in an upper room had no idea what a future with hope could look like following the death of Jesus. They
could not comprehend or anticipate resurrection, or the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. We too, huddle with one another, perhaps
experiencing anxiety and fear, and unable to fully imagine what God has in store. BUT- we also remember. We remember that
throughout both Scripture and History, God is faithful. And so, we cling to hope, and we anticipate with joy, the movement of the
Holy Spirit to indeed do a new thing in us and through us.
GlossaryThe Book of Discipline is the book that orders our life as a church. It contains the rules/laws by which we are bound.
Jurisdiction- a regional body of the UMC charged with the election and appointment of Bishops.
We belong to the South Central Jurisdiction.
Council of Bishops- a Body of all elected and consecrated Bishops, both active and retired.
Further resources:
More information can be found at https://www.greatplainsumc.org/cowf
And here: https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/way+forward/three+plans+summary+sheet.pdf
Livestreaming will be offered at http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2019-live-video-stream-english

In God’s peace,
Rev Amanda Baker
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MISSIONS

Laura Dickinson, Chair., ldinbc@gmail.com
LINK - BFUMC will be serving at LINK on February 9th. If you are interested in assisting, please contact
John Beins at jbeins52@gmail.com.
FOOD PANTRY - 25 new crock pots were purchased and given to our neighbors at the food pantry as a result
of generous donations during the holiday season. They were received with great excitement! Samples of crock
pot meals were prepared and served for taste tests, along with recipes, on two Saturdays in January.
Disaster Relief Team Building - Hollie Tapley, Great Plains Disaster Response Coordinator, met with
interested folks from Baldwin on January 27th. She shared with those in attendance what the process looks like
to develop a local response team. Teams are vetted and go through a training process that prepares them for
deployment in the aftermath of a disaster. Teams may work near or far from home, but are prepared to go when
disaster strikes. For persons interested, please contact Laura Dickinson. We will be scheduling a training
session with the regional director in the near future.
Be a lamp, or a lifeboat, or a ladder. –Rumi

NOTIFICATION ABOUT CANCELLATIONS AND DELAYS …November was a startling reminder that in Kansas,
we do tend to have winter weather sometimes! In response, we’re making some updates to our system for notifying folks
about cancellations and delays. You may or may not have received a text or email on Sunday November 25, from a system
called “Remind.” This is a group messaging system, originally designed for schools, and is a fast, easy way for me to reach
many people at once with important information that needs distributed quickly. If you received this message, and received it
in the way you want to continue to receive occasional messages from the church, you don’t need to do anything.
If you did *NOT* receive the cancellation notice, and would like to receive future messages, there’s an easy way to opt-in to
the system. Simply text @bfumc19 to the number 81010.
If you’d prefer to receive these messages via email, please notify Rev. Baker at PastorABaker@gmail.com and she will get
you added.

COLD BRUNCH … On February 17th, we will have a Cold Brunch during the Sunday School hour.
With no kitchen, please bring a food dish that will not need to be kept warm.

World Day of Prayer
March 1
Please sign up for a time so we may have someone praying around the clock.
This is for everyone to participate!
FAT Tuesday Pancake Feed!
March 5, from 5 – 7 pm
Fellowship Hall
Free Will Donation
Proceeds will go to the renovation of the kitchen.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Shelly Todd, Director (594-2921), ksl1987@embarqmail.com

**KidMinistry Sunday School: Our KidMinistry Sunday School meets at 9:30. Kids ages 3 through 5th grade are invited
to join us in our 3 Sunday School classes: PreK-KDG, 1st-3rd, and 4th-5th. We gather on the 2nd floor of the church (one
level up from the Sanctuary). The 4th and 5th graders report directly to their Sunday School room. The PreK-3rd graders
will gather together in the 1st-3rd grade room for 15 minutes of singing and worshipping before being dismissed to their
classes. Sunday School ends at 10:30. We can’t wait to see lots of kiddoes in Sunday School!
**KidMinistry Sunday School Offering: Our KidMinistry Sunday School Offering is used to sponsor a child through World
Vision ministries. Our child is a 5 year old girl named Theresa Kafula from Zambia/Africa. Our sponsorship is $35 per
month, which World Vision uses to provide much needed resources for Theresa, her family, and her community...things like
clean water, clothing, food, and education. Every penny, dime, nickel, quarter, and dollar we can share is a blessing to
Theresa and her family. Please keep Theresa in your prayers and remember to bring a little bit of money to put in the
collection plate to help her!
We love to have guests!! Invite your friends to join us at Sunday School at 9:30 every Sunday!
**Children’s Church: Children’s Church takes place on the 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the month after the Children’s Sermon.
Kids ages 3 through 3rd grade are invited to gather together in Fellowship Hall for a time of worship and fun. (3rd Grade
students "graduate" to "grown-up" worship once they receive their Bible on Bible Sunday - November 18th)
*Our KidMinistry needs YOU! The bold print simply can't be BOLD enough! Our Kidministry is needing loving adults to
share the love of Jesus with our kiddoes. Sunday School teachers commit themselves to 3 Sundays a month (alternating
teaching/assisting), while Children's Church leaders/Nursery Attendants serve roughly once a month. If you love Jesus and
you love kids, you are qualified to serve! There are currently 2 Sunday School positions open, as well as a need for 2
Children’s Church leaders and, ideally, 6 nursery attendants!! Please contact Shelly for more information. We are in
specific need of adult nursery attendants! Prayerfully consider being a part of this faith-shaping ministry!
Upcoming Dates:
*April 14 - Palm Sunday Holy Week Walk: The KidMin Sunday School classes and BLAST crew are hosting a Holy
Week Walk for our church family beginning at 9:45 a.m. This Holy Week Walk will consist of 4 stations that depict
key moments of Jesus' life during the week leading up to his death and resurrection. The Sunday School classes
and BLAST crew will share an experiential story activity with participants attending the Walk. Please come and
celebrate Holy Week with us!
*July 7th-11th, 2019 - Vacation Bible School, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
**The Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church highly recommends that all individuals working with
children and youth complete a boundary awareness training called Safe Gatherings. This is an online training accessed
through the conference website. https://www.greatplainsumc.org/safegatherings. The church conference conducts a criminal
background check on those completing the Safe Gatherings training. The cost of the training is $36 (for the background
check) and the church will cover this cost. Baldwin FUMC makes every effort that individuals working with children and
youth are Safe Gatherings certified (certification is good for 4 years). We appreciate our ministry volunteers being willing to
complete this training so that we can ensure the safety of our children, youth, and leaders, as well.

CROSS CULTURE YOUTH MINISTRY
Sunday, February 3:
5:00pm
Sunday, February 10:
6:00-8:00pm

Eva Durand, (594-0345) 785.766.5803 or evadurand34@gmail.com

Super Bowl Party at Russ & Eva’s House (306 Signal Ridge Drive)
Jr. High & Sr. High Students: Bring a snack & come join the football fun!
A Necessary Conversation: Exploring Teen Suicide
Parents, teens, and all community members are invited to this important discussion.

Sunday, February 17:
3:30-5:00pm

Jr. High YG

6:00-8:00pm Sr. High Youth Group

Sunday, February 24:
3:30-5:00pm

Jr. High YG - ANDREW NIGHT

6:00-8:00pm Sr. High YG - ANDREW NIGHT

WC PAYMENT: Mission Trippers: WorkCamp payment due today! Make check to “FUMC/Youth Missions” for $75.
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Come and help celebrate Ruth Dickinson’s 90th birthday…!
Saturday is Mom's birthday!!! We will have a come and go celebration at her home in the
afternoon hours, see below invitation. If it works for schedules, stop by and wish her a happy
birthday and have a piece of cake. We will also be celebrating after the 10:45 church service on
Sunday with cake and fellowship. My brother and all of his family will arrive the following
weekend for a family birthday hootenanny! Isn't it great to celebrate over the course of two
weeks? When you turn 90, it should last as long as possible.
Love to you all!
Laura
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Another year becomes history,
And we ask

Where did it go?

You are invited to celebrate
90 years of history
With Ruth

Saturday, February 9th, 2019

Between 2:00 p.m. & 5: 00 p.m.
814 King Street

Baldwin City, Kansas

NO GIFTS

Your presence will be the present!
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………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
NEWS ITEMS FOR THE VINE NEED TO BE IN THE OFFICE
BY THE EVENING OF CHURCH COUNCIL

February 2019
Sunday Services

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Traditional Worship - Sanctuary
Sunday School
Worship – Sanctuary

Last Sunday of the Month

9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Sunday School
Combined Worship - Sanctuary

1st Monday
2nd Monday
3rd Monday

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

4th Monday
1st Wednesday
Each Wednesday
1st Saturday
1st & 3rd Saturdays

7:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m.

Missions – Fellowship Hall
Trustees – Library
SPPRC – Library
Finance – Chapel
Church Council – Library
Caregivers
Choir Rehearsal
UMW Executive Meeting - Library
United Methodist Men – Vintage Park

………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Sat., February 2

7:30 a.m.

UMM – Vintage Park

9:00 a.m.

UMW Executive Meeting – Library

Sun., February 3

UMW Sunday

Mon., February 4

7:00 p.m.

Missions

Wed., February 6

1:00 p.m.

Caregivers – Library

Sun., Feb. 10

After church

February 9th is Ruth Dickinson's 90th birthday. She will
celebrate with the church family after the 10:45 worship
service on February 10th with cake in the Narthex.
Please join in wishing Ms. Ruth a Happy Birthday!

Mon., February 11

7:00 p.m.

Trustees – Library

Sat., February 16

7:30 a.m.

UMM – Vintage Park

Sun., February 17

during Sunday School

Mon., February 18

7:00 p.m.

SPPRC – Library
Finance – Chapel

Wed., February 20

1:30 p.m.

Dorcas Circle – Vintage Park

Sun., February 24

9:30 a.m.

Sunday School

10:45 a.m.

Cold Brunch

Combined Worship

Mon., February 25

7:00 p.m.

Church Council - Library

Thurs., February 28

7:00 p.m.

Eve Circle – Cynthia Perez’ – 233 Elm Street

Fri., March 1
Tues., March 5

World Day of Prayer – Pray Around the Clock (Sign Up)
5 – 7 p.m.

FAT Tuesday Pancake Feed! Fellowship Hall

