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Brown's Ferry Blues     240bpm                                          
From: Bluegrass Guitar Duets - Rothman and Poitier   ....as in Sandy Rothman who played in the Jerry Acoustic Band Lunt-Fontanne Shows 1980. 

BFB in A:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJv3gQNGYmM      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2X4ek6444U 
 

|-3-3-3-3-|---3-3-3-3---0-1p0---------|---------------------------|-----------------------------| 

|---0-1-2-|-2/3-2-2-3-3-------3p0-3-1-|-------1-------------------|-----------------------------| 

|---------|---------------------------|-3-2-0-0-0-2-3-0-3p2-0-----|-0---------------0-2/4-0-4-3-| 

|---------|---------------------------|-----------------------2p0-|---2p0-------0-2---2-----3---| 

|---------|---------------------------|---------------------------|-------3-2h3-----------------| 

|-Guit1---|-G-------------------------|-C-------------------------|-G---------------------------| 

|------------------------|-------3---------------|-----------------------------|-G-------------D-----------| 

|-----------------3---1b-|-1---------------------|-----1-----------------------|---------------------------| 

|-2-----2-----2---2------|---2/4---4\2p0---0-----|-------0h2-0h2-3-0-3p2-0-----|-0-----0-------------------| 

|---3h4---3h4---0--------|---------------2---0-1h|-2-----------------------2p0-|---0h2---0-----0-2-0-------| 

|------------------------|-----------------------|---3-------------------------|-----------2/5-------2p0-1-| 

|-D7---------------------|-G---------------------|-C---------------------------|-----------2-----1---1---2-| 

|-G------------------------------||-V---V-3-------3-----------0-|---------------------|-------------------| 

|--------------------------------||-3-^-3-V-3-^-3---5-5---3-----|---------------------|---------3---------| 

|---------------0---------0-2-/4-||---4-----^-4---------4---4---|-3-2-0---0h2-3-3-0---|---0-2/4---4-4\2-0-| 

|---------0-2p0-------0h2--------||-----------------------------|-2-----2-----------2-|-0-----------------| 

|-2-0-1h2-------0-1h2------------||-0:17------------------------|---------------------|-------------------| 

|-3---1---------Guit2------------||-G---------------------------|-C-------------------|-G-----------------| 

|-------2-------2-----------|-------3-------------0-|---------------------------|-G-------------------------------| 

|-3-------3---------3-------|-3---3-------3-6-5-3---|---------------------------|---------------------------------| 

|-2---------2-----------3/4-|---4-------4-----------|-3-2-0---0-3-2p0-3-2p0-----|-0-0-0-0-0-0---------0-3p2-0-----| 

|-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0---------|-----------------------|-------2---------------2/5-|-------------3-2-0h2---------2p0-| 

|-------------------3-2-----|-----------------------|-----------------------2---|---------2-3-------------1---0---| 

|-D7--RGuit1------------1h2-|-G---------------------|-C--------------- RGuit1-2/|-3---------------D---------------| 

|-------------------||---3-0------Guit1----------|---------------------------------|-----------------| 

|-------------------||-------3-0-----------------|-----1-------1-----1-------------|-------------3-2-| 

|-0------------0----||-----------2-3-2-3-2-0-----|---0---2p0-----2p0---2p0-2/3-0---|-------0-2/4-4-3-| 

|---2p0-----0-------||-0:34------------------0-1h|-2---------2-------------2-----2-|-0-0h2-----------| 

|-------1h2---------||---------------------------|---------------------------------|-----------------| 

|-G---------------2/||-3-------------------------|-C-------------------------------|-G---------------| 

|---------------0-2-|-3-2-3-5-3-3-0-1p0---1p0---0---|---0---------------------|-------3---------------------| 

|-1---------------1-|-------------------3-----3---3/|-5---3-1-----1-----------|-----------------------------| 

|-2-------2---------|-------------------------------|-3---3---2-0---0h3-0-2-0-|-0-2/4-----4\2p0-----0-------| 

|-----3h4---0-------|-------------------------------|-------------------------|-----------------2p0---2p0---| 

|-------------------|-------------------------------|-------------------------|---------------------------2-| 

|-D7----------------|-G-----------------------------|-C-----------------------|-G-----------D---------------| 

 

Classic Slick:  Slide up 

on the lower string to 

hit same note on next 

string. 

"Flying Starts" 

throughout... 

Finger (Italic) 
1  

2 

3 

"V" = Down-pick 

"^"  = Duh 

"These Notes Are a Team" 

in Rectangles 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJv3gQNGYmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2X4ek6444U
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|-G---------------3-3-3-||-3-3-3-3-------------|-------------------------------|-----------------------------| 

|-----------------0-1-2-||-3-3-3-3-3-3/5-3-5p3-|-------------------------------|-----------------------------| 

|---------0-----0-------||-------0-------------|-3\2-0---0---2-3p2p0-3p2p0-----|-0---------------0-----0-----| 

|-----------2p0---Guit2-||---------------------|-------2---2---------------0h2-|---2p0-----0-2p0---2/4---3-2-| 

|---0-1h2---------------||---------------------|-----------------------------2-|-------1h2---------------2---| 

|-3---------------0:50--||-G-------------------|-C-----------------------------|-G---------------------------| 

|-D7------------------------|-G---------------------|---------------------------------| 

|---------------------------|-----------------3-2/3-|---------------------------------| 

|---------------------------|-----------3h4---------|-3p2p0-3p2p0-3p2p0-3p2p0-3p2p0-3-| 

|-0-------0-0-0---0-0-0---0-|-4h5-5-5-5-------------|---------------------------------| 

|---2/5---------5-------5---|-----------------------|---------------------------------| 

|---------------------------|-----------------------|-C-------------------------------| 

|---------------------------------|-------------------------||---------------------------|---------------------| 

|---------------------------------|-------------------0-1-2-||-3-0-1---0-----------------|---------------------| 

|-2p0-3p2p0-3p2p0-3p2p0-3p2p0---2-|-0-------------0---------||-------2---0-2---0---------|-----------3-2-0-----| 

|-----------------------------3---|---0h2-0----3b-----------||---------------3---2/3---3-|-3-1h2---2-------2p0-| 

|---------------------------------|---------2p0-------------||-G-----------------3-------|---------------------| 

|-G---------------D7--------------|-G-----------2h3---------||-1:05-Guit1----------------|-C7------------------| 

|-----------------------------|---------------------0h2---0h2-|-3-2-3-0-3-0-3-0-1-0-------0-| 

|---------------------0---0---|-V---------------0h3-----3-----|---------------------3-1p0---| 

|-0---------------0h2---0---3-|-2-V---------0h2---------------|-----------------------------| 

|---2p0-------0h2-----------2-|-1-4-2-0h2-4---1---------------|-----------------------------| 

|-------3-2h3-----------------|-------------------------------|-----------------------------| 

|-G---------------------------|-D7----------------------------|-G---------------------------| 

|---0---0---0---0---------------|---------------------------|-----------------------|| 

|/4---4---4---4---1-------------|---------------------------|-----------------------|| 

|-------------------3-0-----0---|---0-0-0-0-0---------------|-0---------------------|| 

|-------------------------3---2/|-5-----------3-2-0---------|---2-0-------------0---||  

|-----------------C7------------|-------------------3-0-1h2-|-------2p0-----0-2-2/5-|| 

|-C7#9--------------------------|-G-----------D7------------|-G---------2h3---------|| 

|-G--Guit2----------------------|-C-------------------------------|-G---------------3-2-1p0-| 

|-------------------------------|---------------------------------|---------------3---2-----| 

|-------------------------------|---------------------------------|---------0-2/4-----------| 

|-0-V-0---0---0---2p0-----------|---------------------------------|---0-2p0-----------------| 

|-^-5---5---5---5-----1h2-----0-|-1---0h1---0h1---0h1---0h1---0-1h|-2-----------------------| 

|-1:22--------------------3-3---|---3-----3-----3-----3-----3-----|-------------------------| 

|---2-2---2-2---2-2-2-2/|-3-3-3-3-3-0-1p0-----------------|---------------------------|-----------------------| 

|-3-1-1---1-1---1-1-1---|-----------------3-0-------------|---------------------------|-2/3-2/3-2/3---2/3-2-1-| 

|-2-2-2---2-2-----------|---------------------3-2-0-------|---0---0---0-3p2-0-3p2-0-3-|-3/4-3/4-3/4---3/4-3-2-| 

|-----------------------|---------------------------2p0-1h|-2---2---2---2-------------|-----------------------| 

|-----------------------|---------------------------------|---------------------------|-----------------------| 

|-D-D7------------------|-G-------------------------------|-C-------------------------|-G-----------D7--------| 

4 

5 

6 

 

Rounded Rectangles:  

A Smorgasbord of G 

Runs  
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|-------------------2/||-3-3-3-3---0-1p0---1---0-|-5-3---0---------------------|-G---------------------| 

|-0-----------------2/||-3-3-3-3-3-------3---3---|-3---4---1-------------------|-----------------------| 

|-0-------------0---3-||-------------------------|-----2---1-2p0---------------|-----------------------| 

|---2p0-----0h2-------||-------------------------|-----------2---1h2---0-------|-------------0-2-0-3-0-| 

|-------1h2-----------||-G-----------------------|-------------------3---2h3---|---0-1-2-3-4-----------| 

|---------------------||-1:38---Guit1------------|-C-------------------------2h|-3-------3-3-----------| 

|--------------------------|-----7-7-7-7-7-7\\-|-C7---------------------|-----------------------------| 

|-----------------------7\-|-----6-6-6-6-6-6\\-|----1-1-1---------------|-------------------------2-1-| 

|-----2-----2-------5---5\-|-//7-7-7-7-7-7-7---|----3-3-3-3p2-0---0-----|-0---------------0-2-3-4-3-2-| 

|-3h4---3h4---4-4/7---7----|-------------------|----------------2---2p0-|---3p2-0-----0h2---1---------| 

|-2------------------------|-------------------|------------------------|---------2h3-----------------| 

|-D7-----------------------|-G7----------------|------------------------|-G---------------D-----------| 

|-----------------------------||-G-------------------------|---6---6---6---6-----6-|---------------------------| 

|-0---------------------------||-3---2-----1---------------|---5-5-5-5-5-5-5---5-5-|---3-3---3---5-3-------3-3-| 

|-0-------------0-0-0-0-0-0-0-||---0-----0---0-0-3-2-0-0-0-|-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3---3-3-|---4---4---------5-4h5-----| 

|---2-0-----------------------||---------------------------|-----------------------|---------------------------| 

|-------2p0-------------------||---------------------------|-----------------------|---------------------------| 

|-G---------2-3---------------||-1:54-Guit2----------------|-C7--------------------|-G-------------------------| 

|--------------------|-----------------------|-----------------------------|----------------------| 

|-/7-5---3---2-1-----|---3---3---3-5---5-3---|---------V---V---V-----------|---3------------------| 

|-/7-5---4---3-2-0-2/|-4---4---4-----4-----4-|-0---0---2h3-2h3-2p0-V-------|---0------------------| 

|--------------------|-----------------------|---2---2-2-----------2p0-3/5-|-5---5-5-2---3\2p0----| 

|--------------------|-----------------------|-------------------------3---|---------5\\-3-----1b-| 

|-D------------------|-G---------------------|-C---------------------------|-G-------D------------| 

|-----------------3-3-3-||-3-3-3-3-3-3---0-1p0---1p0---1-|---0-0-0-0-0-------------|-----------------------------| 

|-----------------0-1-2-||-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-------3-----3---|-3/5-5-5-4---1-----1-----|-----------------------------| 

|---------------0-------||-0---------------0-------------|---v-v-^-v-----3p0---3p0-|-----0-------------------0-2/| 

|---------0-2p0---------||---------0-----------3---2-0---|-------------------------|---3---3-0---------0-2p0-----| 

|---0-1h2---------------||-G-----------------------------|-------------------------|-----------3-0-1-2-----------| 

|-3---2:09--------------||-Guit1-------------------------|-C-----------------------|-G---------------------------| 

|-----------------0-2-|-3-2-3-0-1---1p0---0----0-|-------------------------|---3-----------------------|----------G-3--| 

|---------3---3-3-----|-----------3-----3---4b---|-1-----------------------|---------------------------|--------1-0-0--| 

|-4-0-2---2---2-2-----|--------------------------|---3-0---------------0-2/|-4---4\2-0---------------2-|-0------0-0-0--| 

|-------0-------0-----|--------------------------|-------3-------0-2p0-----|-----------2p0-----0-2-4---|---2-0--2-0----| 

|-------------0-------|--------------------------|---------0-1/2-----------|-----------------3---1-----|--------3---2--| 

|-D7------------------|-G------------------------|-C-----------------------|-G-----------D-------------|--------C---3--| 

 

 

  

7 

8  

9  

The "Stagger" 

The "Stutter" 

Hardest Lick! 
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Billy Strings BFB in A: Capo on 2; Tab in standard 125-130bpm   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVIBlpSCuh4           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiBJTIXQXUk 

Intro 
|-----3-3---------------|-------------------------|-G-------------------|---0---3---2-2--| 

|-----3-3---3-5p3---3-0-|-1-1-1-------1-1-1-------|-----------------3-2-|---1---1---1-1--| 

|-3/4-----4---4---4-4---|-3-2-0---0-2-3-2-0-0-----|---------------0-4-3-|---0-------2-2--| 

|-4/5-------------------|-------2-------------2p0-|---------0-2p0-------|---2-----0------| 

|-----------------------|-------------------------|---0-1/2-------------|-0--------------| 

|-G---------------------|-C-----------------------|-3-------------------|-Am7-----D7-----| 

 
|-----3-3---------------|-------------------3p1-|-------------------2---------|-G-----------------| 

|-----3-3---3-5p3---3-0-|-1-1-1-------1-1-1-----|-3p1---------------1---------|-------------------| 

|-3/4-----4---4---4-4---|-3-2-0---0-2-3-2-0-----|-----3/4-0-----0---2---------|---------0-----0---| 

|-4/5-------------------|-------2---------------|-----------0h2---0-----------|-----------2p0-----| 

|-----------------------|-----------------------|---------------------3/5-3p2-|---0-1/2-----------| 

|-G---------------------|-C---------------------|-G---------------D-----------|-3-----------------| 

Hardluck papa comin' down the lane 

First Break: 
|-----3-3---------------|-------------------3p1-|-------------------------------|--------------------------| 

|-----3-3---3-5p3---3-0-|-1-1-1-------1-1-1-----|-3p1---------------2/3-2/3-----|------------------3-3-----| 

|-3/4-----4---4---4-4---|-3-2-0---0-2-3-2-0-----|-----3/4-0-------0-1/2-1/2---1p|0---0-------------2-2-----| 

|-4/5-------------------|-------2---------------|-----------0h3p0---------------|--3---3/4-0-----0---------| 

|-----------------------|-----------------------|-------------------------------|------------3/4-----------| 

|-G---------------------|-C---------------------|-G-----------------------------|-D--------------------0-2/| 

 

|-G-------------------------------|-C--------------------|-2-0-2-5p2---0-2-3-0---------------|-G-------D-------G---| 

|---------------------------------|----------------1-1---|-----------3---------3-0-----------|---------------------| 

|-------------0-3\2p0-----0-------|----------0h2p0---0---|-------------------------1/2p0-----|-0---------------0---| 

|---------0h2---------2p0---1p0h1p|0---0-1h2---------2---|-------------------------------2p0-|---2p0-----0-2p0-----| 

|---0-1/2-------------------------|--3---------------3---|-----------------------------------|-------1h2-----------| 

|-3-------------------------------|----------------------|-D---------------G-----------------|---------------------| 

Hardluck papa gettin' too tight 

Second Break: 
|-----3-3---------------|-------------------------|---------------------|---0---3---2-2-0-2/| 

|-----3-3---3-5p3---3-0-|-1-1-1-------1-1-1-------|-----------------3-2-|---1---1---1-1-----| 

|-3/4-----4---4---4-4---|-3-2-0---0-2-3-2-0-0-----|---------------0-4-3-|---0-------2-2-----| 

|-4/5-------------------|-------2-------------2p0-|---------0-2p0-------|---2-----0---------| 

|-----------------------|-------------------------|---0-1/2-------------|-0-----------------| 

|-----------------------|-------------------------|-3-------------------|-------------------| 

 
|-3-------------------------------|-----------------------------|-2-0-2-5p2---0-2-3-0-------------|---------------------| 

|---5-3---5-3---------------------|-----------------------1-1---|-----------3---------------------|---------------------| 

|-------4-----4-3\2p0-----0-------|-----------------0-2p0-------|---------------------4-3p2p0-----|-0---------------0---| 

|---------------------2p0---2p0---|-1h2p1p0---0-1h2---------2---|-----------------------------2p0-|---2p0-----0-2p0-----| 

|-------------------------------3-|---------3---------------3---|---------------------------------|-------1/2-----------| 

|---------------------------------|-----------------------------|---------------------------------|---------------------| 

Compare 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVIBlpSCuh4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiBJTIXQXUk
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I walked up to my girl's old man 

Third Break: 
|-----3-3---------------|-----0-----0-----0-----0-----1p0-|------------------------|------------------3-------| 

|-----3-3---3-5p3---3-0-|---1-----1-----1-----1-----1-----|-3p1---------------/3---|------------------2-------| 

|-3/4-----4---4---4-4---|-3-----3-----3-----3-----3-------|-----3/4-2p0-----0-/2-1p|0---0-------------3-------| 

|-4/5-------------------|---------------------------------|-------------2p0--------|--3---3/4-0-----0---------| 

|-----------------------|---------------------------------|------------------------|------------3/4-----------| 

|-----------------------|---------------------------------|------------------------|----------------------0-2-| 

 

|-------------------------------|-------------0-|-1p0---------------2---------|-------------------| 

|-------------------------------|---1-------3---|-----3p1-----------1---------|-------------------| 

|-------------0-2-3p2p0---------|---3-----------|---------3p0-------2---------|---------------0---| 

|---------0-2-----------3-2p0---|---2-----------|-------------3/4-0-----------|---------0-2p0-----| 

|---0-1h2---------------------2-|-3-------------|---------------------3/5-3p2-|---0-1h2-----------| 

|-3-----------------------------|---C7----------|-----------------------------|-3-----------------| 

Revenue man took my gin 

Fourth Break: 
|-----3-3---------------|-------------------1p0-|-------------------------------|---3------------| 

|-----3-3---3-5p3---3-0-|-1-1-1-------1-1-1-----|-3p1---------------1/2---------|---2------------| 

|-3/4-----4---4---4-4---|-3-2-0---0-2-3-2-0-----|-----3/4-2p0-----0-1/2---0-----|---3------------| 

|-4/5-------------------|-------2---------------|-------------2p0-----------3/4-|-0--------------| 

|-----------------------|-----------------------|-------------------------------|----------------| 

|-G---------------------|-C7--------------------|-G-----------------------------|-D7---------0-2/| 

 

|-G-----------------------------|-------------------|-2-0-2-5p2---0-2-3-0---------------|---------------------| 

|-------------------------------|-------------0-1-1-|-----------3---------3-0-----------|---------------------| 

|-------------0-2-3p2p0---------|---------0-2-----0-|-------------------------1/2p0-----|-0---------------0---| 

|---------0-2-----------3-2p0---|---0-1h2---------2-|-------------------------------2p0-|---2p0-----0-2p0-----| 

|---0-1h2---------------------2-|-3---------------3-|-----------------------------------|-------1/2-----------| 

|-3-----------------------------|---C7--------------|-D---------------G-----------------|-G-------------------| 

 

Final Lick: 
|-1h3-1-----1-------------------|---------------------------| 

|-------2/3---2p1---1-----------|---------------------------| 

|-----------------3---3/4-0-----|-0---------------0---------| 

|---------------------------3p0-|---3p0-----0-2p0-----------| 

|-------------------------------|-------1/2---------1h2-----| 

|-G-----------------------------|-----------------------3---| 
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Adaptable:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrwpSt1sPp4 
 
 

|-3-3-3-|-3---3-3-3---3-3-----------------|-C---------------G---------------|---------------------------| 

|-0-1-2-|-2h3-3-3-2h3-3-3-----0-----------|---------------------------------|---------------------------| 

|-------|-----------------3/4---3-2p0-----|-----0-3-2p0-----0---------------|-0-2h3p2p0-----0-----------| 

|-------|-----------------------------2p0-|-0h2---------2p0---2p0-----0-2p0-|-----------2p0-------0-2p0-| 

|-------|---------------------------------|-----------------------1h2-------|-----------------1h2-------| 

|-------|---------------------------------|---------------------------------|---------------------------| 

 

|-------------------------------3-|-6-5-3-----------------------3-2-1p-|-0-------------------3-----| 

|-----3-----5-----6-----7---3-5---|-------6-5-3------------------------|---3-1-0-------------1-5---| 

|---------------------------------|-------------5-3h4-------0----------|---------3-2-0-------0---7-| 

|-3/4---4/5---5/6---5h6-7---------|-------------------5-3p0------------|---------------3-2---------| 

|---------------------------------|------------------------------------|-------------------3-------| 

|---------------------------------|------------------------------------|---------------------------| 

 

|-6/7-----------------------|-------------------| 

|-----8-6---------0-1-------|-------------------|Finish 

|---------7-6/5-------0-3/4-|-0-------------0---| 

|---------------------------|---3-2-0-----0-----| 

|---------------------------|---------1h2-------| 

|---------------------------|-------------------| 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrwpSt1sPp4
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Brown's Ferry Blues  

G  4/4 

Hardluck papa comin' down the lane 

C 

Mama give him back his walkin' cane 

G  (5/4)                                                     

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry  

D  4/4 

Blues; 

Throwed it away and he went to town 

To see that woman and now he's down 

 5/4                                   D                      

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry  

G 

Blues.  

 

Hardluck papa gettin' too tight 

If he don't quit drinkin', he'll be higher'n a kite 

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry Blues; 

He's drinkin' that block and tackle kind 

He can walk a block and tackle a lion 

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry Blues. 

 

I walked up to my girl's old man 

And I asked him for my true love's hand 

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry Blues; 

He said, "You are a little GALOOT!" 

Instead of his hand, I got his foot 

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry Blues. 

 

 

 

[Hardluck papa standin' in the rain,  

If the world was corn, he couldn't buy grain 

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry Blues; 

He runs around in second-hand clo'es. 

You can smell his feet wherever he goes  

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry Blues.] 

 

Revenue man took my gin 

I hope they won't come back ag'in 

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry Blues; 

Took my sweetie with them, too 

'Cause she'd had a little drink or two 

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry Blues 

 

Hardluck papa comin' down the lane 

Mama give him back his walkin' cane                                                    

Lawd! Lawd! I got them Brown's Ferry  

 
 

 

 

 

Chet Atkins lick 
 G  Am7 Gdim7 G7     C  Dm7        C7         
|-3-----------|-0--1--2--3--| 

|-0--1--2--3--|-1--1--1--1--| 

|-0--0--0--0--|-0--2--2--3--| 

|-0--2--2--3--|-2--0--1--2--| 

|-2--0--1--2--|-3-----------| 

|-3-----------|-------------| 

 

 
 


