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Don’t wait for that wanderin’ eye,
Don’t wait for someone’s smooth lullaby,
Don’t wait for that side glance, that turned head,
Or for another woman’s name inside our bed.
If your heart starts wanderin’
Somewhere in the dark,
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
I need a real man
Who asks his woman to be true,
But demands the very same thing
Of himself too.
And if someday
You can’t give me all your heart,
Leave me...
Aw... aw... aw...
Aw... aw... aw...
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
Aw... aw... aw...
Leave me before you break my heart.
Don’t hold onto my hand
While you’re letting me go.
If there’s somebody else,
Baby, tell me so.
Aw... aw... aw...
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
Before...
Before...
Before the cheatin’ starts...
Aw... aw... aw...
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
Don’t wait for the daydream
That doesn’t include me.
Don’t wait till somebody else
Begins to move you.
Don’t wait until the laughter disappears,
And silence fills the space between the years.
Don’t leave me lying awake,
Afraid there in the dark.
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
His phone rings. He looks around, then picks it up.
HIS VOICE
Yeah...
It’s been a long time.
Thank you.
I’m truly blessed.
Hope you’re doing well too.
Yeah...
Let’s stay in touch.
Cheatin’ doesn’t start
In some stranger’s bed.
It starts in the little things
Left unsaid.
In the phone turned over,
The unexplained smile,
In staying gone
Just a little longer while.
It starts when you give somebody else
The pieces of yourself
That belonged to my heart.
If somebody’s lighting up
Some hidden spark,
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
Don’t make me question
What I already know.
Don’t hold onto my hand
While you’re letting me go.
Don’t make me compete
With somebody I can’t see,
While you tell me
There’s nothing wrong with you and me.
Aw... aw... aw...
Aw... aw... aw...
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
Aw... aw... aw...
Leave me before you break my heart.
Don’t hold onto my hand
While you’re letting me go.
If there’s somebody else,
Baby, tell me so.
Aw... aw... aw...
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
Later, his phone rings again. He looks around before answering. His voice is low, almost a whisper.
HIS VOICE
I can’t talk right now.
Listening.
Not here.
Listening.
I told you...
Pause.
No.
Don’t call this number.
I mean it.
I can survive goodbye.
I can survive the truth.
I can survive losing the man
I thought I’d grow old with too.
But don’t make a fool of the woman
Who laid her whole heart in your arms.
If you’ve stopped choosing me,
Then set me free.
Have the courage
To break my heart clean.
Don’t break it
Piece by piece.
Tell me goodbye.
Tell me it’s over.
Tell me anything
That’s true.
And I’ll give you
The same promise
I’m asking you to give.
As long as I’m your woman,
You’re the man with whom I live.
Not only in my body,
But in the private rooms
Inside my heart.
And if I can’t keep
That promise anymore,
I’ll leave
Before the cheatin’ starts.
Before the cheatin’ starts...
Before the cheatin’ starts...
If you’re gonna break my heart—
Leave me...
Before the cheatin’ starts.
His phone rings. He watches it for a moment before answering. His voice is quiet and certain.
HIS VOICE
Listen...
Whatever this is...
It ends here.
Pause.
I love my wife.
Beat.
Lose my number.
Aw! Aw! Aw!
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts!
Aw! Aw! Aw!
Leave me before you break my heart!
Don’t hold onto my hand
While you’re letting me go.
If there’s somebody else,
Baby, tell me so.
Aw! Aw! Aw!
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts!
Aw! Aw! Aw!
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts!
Aw! Aw! Aw!
Leave me before you break my heart!
If your heart starts wanderin’
Somewhere in the dark,
Have the courage
Before you break my heart.
Aw! Aw! Aw!
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts!
If someday your eyes begin to wander,
If someone else makes your heartbeat harder,
If home becomes a place you only come to
While your mind is somewhere else...
Have the courage
To break my heart clean.
Don’t break it
Piece by piece.
Tell me goodbye.
Tell me it’s over.
Tell me anything that’s true.
But leave me...
Aw... aw... aw...
Leave me...
Before the cheatin’ starts.
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The original Poem written by Lorrie A Pellett
if your heart is beginning to leave, have enough honor to let her go before you betray her.
Leave Me Before the Cheatin’ Starts
Don’t wait for that wonderin’ eye,
Don’t wait for someone’s smooth lullaby,
Don’t wait for that side glance, that turned head,
Or for another woman’s name inside our bed.
If your heart starts wanderin’ somewhere in the dark,
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
I need a real man who asks his woman to be true,
But demands the very same thing of himself too.
A man who will not waver while she’s in his life,
Who honors what he promised when he called her his wife.
And if someday you can’t give me all your heart,
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
Don’t wait for the daydream that doesn’t include her,
Don’t wait till somebody else begins to move you.
Don’t wait until the laughter disappears,
And silence fills the space that once held tears.
Don’t leave her lying awake, afraid there in the dark,
Leave her before the cheatin’ starts.
Because cheatin’ doesn’t start in some stranger’s bed,
It starts in the little things left unsaid.
In the phone turned over, the unexplained smile,
In staying gone just a little longer while.
It starts when you give someone else
The pieces of yourself that belonged to her heart.
So don’t make me question what I already know,
Don’t hold onto my hand while you’re letting me go.
Don’t make me compete with somebody I can’t see,
While you swear there’s nothing wrong with you and me.
If another woman’s lighting up some hidden spark,
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
I can survive goodbye.
I can survive the truth.
I can survive losing the man
I thought I’d grow old with too.
But don’t make a fool of the woman
Who laid her whole heart in your arms.
If you’ve stopped choosing me, then set me free.
Leave me before the cheatin’ starts.
And I’ll give you the same promise
I’m asking you to give:
As long as I’m your woman,
You’re the man with whom I live.
Not only in my body,
But in the private rooms inside my heart.
And if I can’t keep that promise anymore,
I’ll leave before the cheatin’ starts.
So if someday your eyes begin to wander,
If someone else makes your heartbeat harder,
If home becomes a place you only come to
While your mind is somewhere else...
Have the courage to break my heart clean.
Don’t break it piece by piece.
Tell me goodbye.
Tell me it’s over.
Tell me anything that’s true.
But leave me
before the cheatin’ starts.
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