Armenian Scented Paper (Papier D’Armenie)
From Incense to Commodity

This display exhibit shows the history of
incense and invention of producing a pleas-
ant smelling paper that burns without flame
(after the flame is blown out), deodorizing
and sanitizing the habitat. Other aroma pro-
ducing media (sticks, heated oil, etc.) and
burning methods (smudging, heating, etc.)
are not included in the scope of this exhibit.

Note:
e red frame signifies rare or important items.
e Dblue font presents tree or plant scientific name.
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1.1 - What is Incense and How It Is Obtained.

The word incense derives from Latin incendere which means “to burn”. So what is an incense? It is a gum/
resin, that is obtained by tapping incense trees by slashing or stripping the bark and allowing the exuded resin
to bleed out and harden. It is later burned for the sweet smell it produces.

Incense Stripping

Slashing. Error stamp (double
printed value & country name in red.)
Seen only once in ten years

1.2 - Where does it come from.

The aromatic resin comes from gum/resin trees mainly of Burseraceae Family, which includes Boswellia
(Frankincense trees) and Commiphora (Myrrh trees), among others.

Boswellia
carteri (sacra)
Frankincense
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Commiphora wildii
Wild’s cork wood




1. History of Incense
1.2 Where Does it Come From

Frankincense Tree. Picture
postcard produced by Family
Bookshop Oman, LLC, print-
ed by Vontobel, Switzerland..

Commiphora sp.
Full color proof
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Benzoin angustifolium Styrax benzoin
Gum Tree Gum Benjamin
Tree

To give it more pleasant aroma spices
(flowers and bushes) were used, such as:
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Vanilla planifolia Santalum album
Vanilla Sandalwood Tree




1. History of Incense

1.2 Where Does it Come From
1.3 - Geography of Incense

Originally, incense was imported from Africa and South Arabian Peninsula.

"""""""""" eNGHe runsienNE 1 syl Oman. Phone card issued by General Telecommunications Organiza-
. iy igdl) . -

E]‘ %E[r]u\ DELLA SOMA.L(IA & oR tion, Ministry of Post, Telegraph & Telephones, Sultanate of Oman
So ) i AL

C T .

(2— POSTES \i

) :

0 ;
Ethiopia. Somalia Tunisia.

Egypt

Resin balls were found in many tombs of ancient Egypt
(dated to 3100 BC). They were presented to the gods and
pharaohs. Even special incense bearers were appointed in
the temples.

14

Ramses II offering incense to Onuris.

Babylon

Coffin of Hu-en-Amen, an incense bearer in the temple of Amen. ornamented
with figures of Kheperain his boat, Osiris, Isis, Nephthys, and various scenes
of the worship of the gods by the deceased. = From Thebes, About B.C.800.

BRITISH MUSEUM. No. 6660 R. B. Fleming, 18 Bury Si., W.C. 1.

FAROOQ HASSAN

British Museum undivided back picture postcard No.
6660, ed. R. B Fleming, written in 1926.

Babylonians burnt incense while praying to divining oracles.



1. History of Incense
1.3 The Geography of Incense

From Babylon the incense burning custom spread to :

Greece ...

...and Rome...
Julia Domna, AR Denarius, 196-211, Rome. Re-
verse: pietas, veiled, standing left, dropping in-
cense on lit altar.

Right - enlarged reverse
of the coin (fragment).
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1929 halftone print of a bas relief sculpture of a Crouched
Greek Woman Offering Incense (Ludovisi Throne).

...Korea. In the 6th century Korean Buddhist
monks introduced incense to Japan.
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A Korean monk.




1. History of Incense

1.4 - Supply Routes

Most of the frankincense production was coming from Somalia and Southern Arabia. India, Indonesia and China later
became incense producing countries. With time, supply routes were developed to transport the precious commodity.

The diagram on the
left of the stamp be-
low shows Incense
Route as it passed
through Israel. Part of
this ancient network
(approximately 65
Incense was so precious that Egyptians carried the trees  km) from Moah to
on foot from the South to plant them next to their temples. Avdat was declared a

World Heritage Site.

The Silk Road became a primary land route
firom Imdo-China into West Asia, North Afirica
and Europe

Poster stamp showing a camel cara-
van passing through the desert.

Map of Arabian Peninsula.

The Sea Route traversed the Indiam Ocean to the Through the African deserts the incense was

South of the Arabian Peninsula, and then through the transported on came
Red Sea into Egypt and other Mediterranean ports. on Is.

Phoenicians and Greeks, then Romans and Indians, were highly involved in the incense trade by sea route.

MEAAAS - APX 350

MARITIME HERITAGE KUNJALI MARAKKAR - 400 YEARS

Phoenician ship Greek ship Indian ship

Roman ship



2 - Application of Incense

2.1 - Religious

In Judaism In Christianity

Exodus 30:1 - “and thou .
shalt make an altar to Revelation 8:4 - “and the
burn incense...” smoke of the incense rose
into the presence of God
from the angel’s hand...”
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And thou shalt make
an altar to burn incense
EXODUS 30 1

Censer with buming incense.

Incense altar.

In Hindu

Tait. Up: 2.3 - “The gods live on breath, also men
and animals” Environment of sweet fragrance and
aroma helps higher and ethereal beings to roam
should one call them.

Embossed divided back picture postcard mailed 1910.
Colored lithograph, Publisher - E. Nash & Co.

In Islam

Although not used during worship, incense is used to remind
of the rewards of righteous believers in Paradise:  “The
aloes-wood will be used in their censers”.

LUCKY MOJO CURIO CO.
\ 6632 Covey Road, Forestville, Cal.

I "4
-

Vishnu, the multi-incarnated Preserver of the Uni- ]
verse. Powder incense packaging. Censer with crescent on top.




2 - Application of Incense
2.2 - Entertainment

In Japan incense burning became source of amusement and entertainment with nobles.

Kodo (the way of in-
cense), kumiké  and
genjikd - three classi-
cal arts of refinement
and activities.

Incense Party.

Divided back picture post-
card,. Japan, 1950. Pub-
lisher - Shinsui ITO.

A samurai warrior might perfume his helmet and
armor with incense to achieve aura of invincibility.

Samurai helmet & armor . Odaﬁsca
In Turkey incense burning was part of everyday life in : : o CRiNBME]

sultan’s harem. “Odalisca” (Turkish “odalik’’) means a
chambermaid (a slave girl).

Odalisca & Burning Incense,
Advertising card, mailed in 1927. Colored litho-
graph. Published by Richter & Co., Naples.




2 - Application of Incense

2.3 - Pragmatic/Medical

The father of medicine, Hippocrates (460-377 B.C.), is believed to be the first person to establish and set
down a scientific system of medicine, where the use of aromas through incense played a significant role.

Legend says that Hippocrates freed Athens from
plague by burning aromatic plants throughout the
city, as well as burning the bodies of the dead.

Hippocrates
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Petrov Tumor Research Institute.

Avicenna (Ibn Sina)

The early Persian physician Avicenna documented
using frankincense for ulcers, tumors, fevers, dysen-
tery and vomiting.

Victorian fever medicine advertising trade card , circa 1880s.

In Ayurvedic practice, frankincense has been used in internal medicine, trauma care and dermatology.
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INSTITUTEF AYURVEDA GOLDEN JUBILEE

Institute of Ayurveda

Trauma Care

In Europe today, the essen-
tial oil and resin are being
studied and used in clinical
applications that are shedding
new light on possible cancer
treatments.

) UNITED STATES

_ EARLY DIAGNOSIS SAVES LIVES

Crusade Against Cancer



3. Papier D’ Armenie

3.1 - Discovery and

Making a Commodity

It is yet to be determined when the incense began to be used by the Armenians. One thing is certain - it found its place in
pre-Christian times and later in the Armenian church rites, in medical profession, and in the houses of common people
This fragrant gum resin, or benzoin, obtained from various plants, has been known for its purifying qualities.

Auguste Ponsot, a Frenchman visiting Ottoman domains, was particularly
impressed with the practice of burning gum resin in Armenian homes.

Map of the Ottoman domains (ancient Armenian
territories). Red Crescent Society Charity
stamp and error stamp - red crescent omitted.

Upon his return to France
he collaborated with his
pharmacist friend Henri
Riviére to make the prac-
tice a commodity.
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Odorless

and Colorless

Alcohol advertizing card with attached reply card mailed to
Omaha, Nebraska, 1922.

The only missing part was the supporting medium,. The blot-
ting paper (as in ink blotter) was found to absorb the mixture
while retaining the original fragrance of the benzoin resin, and
smolder slowly with no flame, after the flame was blown out..

Victorian perfumed blotter advertisement card. H Rebscher
perfumer of Rochester, NY, circa 1900s. —

Poster stamp for the 2nd
Pharmaceutical Exhibi-
tion. Prague, 1896.

Henri Riviere discov-
ered that dissolving
benzoin from gum in
90° alcohol delivered a
longer lasting fra-
grance.
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3 - Papier D’Armenie
3.1 - Discovery and Making a Commodity

The ‘alchemy” inherent in the Papier D’Ar-
menie proved to be a huge success with the
emerging importance of hygiene, winning med-
als at the Health Exhibition of 1888, and the
Universal Exhibition of 1889 (both in Paris).

A strip from the booklet. Booklet consisted
of 10 pages with 3 strips on each page.

- . Two covers (front and back) of the Papier D’ Armenie booklet
' DIRECTION FOR USE

Tear oft one strip of leaf o showing images of the corresponding gold medals won at that ex-
this paper, lig] it carefully biti 1S] ] — 1 ] 1
S hibitions and advertising its benefits—hygiene and sanitation.

for it must burn slowly.

- Armenian Paper, a powerful anti-
septic, purifies the air in the houses,

bed-rooms, or, when travelling, in

the hotel-rooms, which have often.
been corrupted by the sojourn of

more of less healthy persons. It

- drives away all bad smell. It

_ should be used on damp, foggy

days and in apartmens which have

been closed for a long time. Its use

_is also very extensive in schools,

boarding-schools and convents. Mo-

teover, in the interest of invalids

and particularly of the persons sui-

rounding them, it is indispensable to

burn Armenian Paper in order to

purify the air of rooms the win-

lows of which are not allowed to be
opened, and to preserve their sur-’
roundings from all epidemic conta-

gion.

SEE THE PROSPECTUS

Directions for use were printed inside the book-
let in French, English, German and Spanish.

A page from 1900 Almanach
Hachette with Papier d”Armenie ad-
vertising and samples of the paper.

r!ns,'hrluﬁul»,wewgl, n*iu,cu.
aint-Claude, 26 — PARIS
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. 76— Boite 12 oah., u et briileur 6 fr.
DE HETRE eontre toutes les affections
our 100 usages et briile iy o
, Bronchite, Coqueluche,
pour 200




3 - Papier D’ Armenie
3.2 - Advertising and Marketing

"Marketing for Papier d'Armenie presented the 7
product as the heroic vanquisher of mala- : B ; L
dies" (Samuel Dolbee of New York University) ‘ :

N v == puPAPIER

E
RULANT: & =AcARMENIE

HOTEL= DIEY

Advertising page showing Paris address
of Mr. Ponsot’s company.

Divided back picture postcard, illustrator A. Van Gen-
eyn, printed by J. Bognard in 1900. Original poster was
129.5x 94 cm

e ALMANAUH HACHETTE 1500 o

DESINFECTION

bitations et Chambres de Malades

Fieservation
i Fyilmiy
t Maladies

" W8 Contagieuses Page from 1900 Almanac Hachette
EN BRULANT DU VERITABLE

’ ; i 1 h : ’A . d ..
AL It o papn T

parfume et purifie Pair partout oii on Pemploic.
e A | Recommandé par le Comité d'ky-

véritable service public.
Le PAPIER D’ARMENIE, indépendam-
ent de son parfum trds agréable, émet
iques puissantes ' prover

. n'offran

phénique, formol, etc. n em
i simple ct si peu cofiteux permet en o' tre
de désinfecter : meubles, vétements, finges,
étoffes, ete.




3 - Papier D’ Armenie
3.2 - Advertising and Marketing =

Papier d’Armenie was presented during
1889 exhibition in Paris. \

O aEEHEETS

Certain of the effectiveness and the antiseptic
properties of the paper, the two inventors placed
two pieces of meat under two dish covers. They
burnt Papier D'Armenie in one of them. After a
week, the meat that had "breathed in" the fra-
grance from the paper was still edible, while the
other was tainted.
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Very quickly the product gained popularity. Picture postcards below show sellers of the product in the streets of French cities.

etits métiers p S
€ quﬁand de papier dArméni

Divided back picture postcard, 1909. Photo litho- Undivided back picture postcard 1903. Lithograph.
graph. Publisher - H.Laas, E.Pécaud & Co., Paris. Artist - Pous Thomis, publisher - Royer Nancy.



3 - Papier D’ Armenie

3.2 - Advertising and Marketing
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Paris
= @ Ralervillers
@ Chateaugiron
Switzerland
@eessines  France
@ Auvergne M

9 Garonne

Advertising billboards
were placed on building
walls all around France.

Right: Essomes. Advertising on
the center building’s wall. Di-
vided back picture postcard
written but no evidence of mail-
ing. Photolithograph. Editor -
ND Phot (Brothers Etienne and
Louis-Antonin Neurdein), Par-
is.. Circa 1906-1910.

Haute-Vienne - BESSINES - Route Nationale

Above: Bessines. Advertising
on the right building’s wall. Di-
vided back picture postcard
mailed in 1908. Photolitho-
graph. Printer - C/T (possibly
Curt Teich), Series L, as no oth-
er reference was found during
intensive research.

" Rambervillers. - L

Below:Rambervillers. Adver-
tising on the left building’s wall.
Divided back picture postcard
mailed in 1905. Photolithograph.
Editor - E. Rivot, Rambervillers.




3 - Papier D’ Armenie

3.2 - Advertising and Marketing

Cadillac-sur-Garonne. Bill-
board with advertising to the
right of the arch. Divided back
picture postcard mailed 1904.
Photolithograph. Publisher -
Libourne-Henry Guillier, rue
Fonneuve.

City of Auvergne.

Auvergne. Advertising on
the right building’s wall.
Undivided ~ back  picture
postcard mailed in 1904.
Photolithograph. Publisher -
P. Juliot, Clermond-Ferrand
- G. Delaunay, Succ.

- »45) CADILLAC-sUR-GARONNE
:" E DE L'HOTEL-DE-VILLE ET PORTE DE LA MER ‘coTE INTERIEUR)

|

P. Juliot, Clermont-Ferrand - G. Delaunay, Succ.

UVERGNE. - Courpiére. - L’Aveie de la G4

k.. Mary-Rousseliére, édit., Rennes

o ey

Chateaugiron. Advertising on
the right building’s wall. Undivid-
ed back picture postcard mailed
in 1910. Photolithograph. Editor -
F. Mary-Roussellier, Rennes.



3 - Papier D’Armenie
3.2 - Advertising and Marketing

Advertisements were printed everywhere and on
anything, even on coloring paper book for children.

HYgiéne . /‘antg
PAPIER D’ARMENIE

EN SE CONSUMANT L'ARMENIE DEGAGE DES VAPEURS PYROGENEES QUI PRE-
SERVENT DE LA CONTAGION DES MALADIES EPIDEMIQUES : GRIPPE, TYPHOIDE, etc.,
it DESODORISE AGREABLEMENT LE CARNET : | fr. 50

USINL ET BUREAUX : 6, PASSAGE MOREL - MONTROUGE (Seine)

Children coloring

par le with brushes

elébire par sa cathédrale

= |
. | ALSACE. - ' Alsace est redevenue francaise en 1918, La ville principale est Strasbourg,

)

€0, FagnE

INSTRUCTIONS POUR LE COLORIAGE
¢ un pinceau legerement imbibe d'eau sur les ditférentes parties du dessin en ayant soin
dépasser les haits des contours. Rincez le pinceau aprés chaque partie coloriée

(5 FUBLILITE ENFANLINGE - MONTROUGE

Original back

pages of the coloring paper book showing Montrouge address of the

company and instructions on how to color.

Louis- CHAMBRECENT

HF1BOU

Hygiéne .. Lanté

par et

PAPIER D'ARMENIE

EN SE CONSUMANT L'ARMENIE DEGAGE DES VAPEURS PYROGENEES QUI PRE-
SERVENT DE LA CONT{-\GION DES MALADIES EPIDEMIQUES : GRIPPE, TYPHOIDE, etc.,
IL DESODORISE AGREABLEMENT LE CARNET : | fr. 50

USINE ET BUREAUX : 6, PASSAGE MOREL - MONTROUGE (Seine)

Jie qui ne sort que la nuit. Il est trés.
ats, mulots et souris.

a5 INSTRUCTIONS POUR LE COLORIAGE | et
Possez‘-’uﬁ'pirlcecu légérementimbibé d'eau sur les différentes parties du dessin en ayantsoin *
de ne pas dépasser les traits des contours. Rincez le pinceau aprés chaque partie coloriée.

ET. FAURE ET cl¢ - PUBLICITE ENFANTINE ~ MONTROUGE

13151 C Mso esterno

I S R

Officina Profumo Farmaceutica di Santa Maria Novella S.p.A. -

,,,,,,,,,,,,, Made in Italy

3.3 - The Modern Product

Via della Scala, 16 - Firenze

Carta A’ Armenia

per profumare gli ambientt - hrucia senza fiamma Under the name of Carta D’ Armenia this product is also

produced in Italy. The smell of this Carta D’Armenia
has very soupy aroma, and is not very popular.




3 - Papier D’ Armenie
3.3 - The Modern Product

For the year of Armenia in France in 2006, Francis Kurkdjian of the Maison Francis Kurkdjian composed a fragrance for
the Riviére Papier D’ Armenie company. The aromas of incense and myrrh fit well with the woody and vanilla notes.

Papler d' Armenle
marque déposée (r

Edition créée par Francis Kurkdjian
pour I année deI'Arménie 2006 2007
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REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

Frenchincense.com
MADE IN FRANCE

Papier d'Arménie s f

Papier d'Arménie Triple
Seul le Véritable PAPIER D'ARMENIE a le droit de porter imprimé
sur chaque lamelle la mention ci-dessus avec signature s
' ; : Y SINCE 1885

PAPIER D'ARMENIE - PAPIER D'AR
Marques Déposées Mﬁdﬁlﬁfﬁr

' DEPUIS 1885

SEYCHELLES

Vanilla.

On the market since 1885, the famed ARMENIAN SCENTED PAPER is one of the
very few "survivors" (and most certainly the oldest) of the deodorizing and sanitizing
papers that were once widely spread and sold, as papers that burned without flame.



