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(ongress of Victors or ConTress of Wcutef?
G1 Igor Qngorian

l7*Congress of the All-Union Communist Party ( Bolshevik ), or AUCP (b), took place in Moscow
from January26to February 10, 1934. 1956 delegates gathered tigetherto approve second S-year
Development Plan of the USSR NationalEconomy.
The USSR lndustrialworkers and rural laborers took pride in their achievements and considered it an
honor to dedicate them to impoftant events. Thus, although the network of trolleybus routes was
established in Moscow on November 15, 1933, the first-ever locally manufactured trolleybus was
dedicEted to the17e Congress which can be seen on the photo (Fig.l). The writing across the front
panel of the bus states A Present to the17* Congress of of AUCP(b). The later model of trollybus is
depicted on 1958 USSR postage stamp (Fig. 2).

it is not our intention to discuss here the agenda and resolutions of the congrcstwe will focus
on its philatelic aspects. As it was cusbmary at congresses of sudr a scale,all detegates received
as gift a piece of stationery and a stanped enrrelope (fiS. 3 and 4).

The stationery has an inscription"Hdlofrom the hligate of the 77 C.ongres of the AUCP(b)

with a space for the month and date left for the delegate to fill, between word oMo*ow"and

year "7934". The envelope is marked Congressionolloorreqondence - 16) and contained onty
space for eddress. At the bottom there is an inscription "Fram the hlegote of the 77 @ngr*s
of the AUCP(bj and Moscow, to nwry 25, 7934",
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The Peoples Commissariat of Communications of the USSR prepared special stamp

ssuvenir which was also given to the delegates; the cover is shown in Fig. 5 and in the upp€r

corner there is the comm unist party moto "Proletaria*s of Alt &untries, UniteP ln the middle

of the cover page *rere is the Coat of Arms of the USSR above an inscription "Io the Delegate a!
the 17 Congress af the AUCP{h|". Bottom of the cover features the name of the issuing

authority -"Peapla f*mmissriat of Communications of the USS8" and the place and the date

of issue - "Mosfiw, lanuary 25, 79Uo,
The souvenir folder ccntained seventeen pages with stamps issued by the USSR postal

service between LgZlanrl 1933.Stmrps were affixed to the paper and cancelled with a'double
ring circular date stmrp with the date of AU25l34 between horizontal lines (daE is in European
form at -25 1.3ri). The text inside the ring is " 7P Congres of the AUCP(b)" on top, ond 'Ivlosr;owu
at the bottom { Fig. 6.1

As Armenica collectors, we ae interested in stamps that depict Armenians,
Armenian motifs ano strustures were Armenian archiects and designers were instrumental in

constructing those. Thus, out of 17 pages we would like to draw your attention to those that fall
under that category.

First page tFig. 7) contdns stamps commemorating Vladimir Lenin. F*ur stamps
issued in 1925 depict the originalwooden cubed constuction of the Lenin Mausoleum designed

by A.Schusev. Same design was used in 1929 when Konstmtin Najarov {Najarian} was invited
from Bdcu to oversee the consUuction of the current permanent resting place of $e Father of
Russian Revolution
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Next page (nS.8l contains eight stamps issued in 1933.Ihe bottom set of five

stampr ir dedicatad to the 15s Anniversary of the heroic death of 26 Commissars of Baku

including Stepan Shahumian on 4 kopeks brown stamp.
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Another page {Fig.9} showr part of the 1933 set depicting peoples of the US$R.

Erourn 15 kop. stanrp depicts ethnicities of Trmscaucasia - Georgians, Armenians and Turk {as

rtated on the stamp), which later bEcmre known a Azerbaijanis.
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The last Armenian-related page {Fig. 10}contains
1927 set of seven stamps commemordingthe 10e

Anniversary.of the Great October Eevolution.
Three of these stamps f 5 kop., 18 kop., ard 28 kop.)
have the inscription "Posf written in Armenian
Language. EE[g alongwith Russian md Georgian
(on 18 kop. and 28 kop. and Ukrainian on 18 kop.l.
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Our impatient reader, you are wondering what's
in the name of the aticle, Thc @ngres of Wctors
or C-ongres of the Executd.

lAte will revealthe mystery now.
We mentioned that the Congress atbnded 1,956
delegates, who elected 139 Centnal Committee Memhers and Member{andidates.

97 out of 139 {70 %} were "illegally repressed"while 93 of them were executed either
in groups or individually" More than hdf of them $rere killed during short 8 day period.

Five more committed suicide just before they were being arrested. From total number
of delegates 1,1O8 t56.6 16)were also charged with counter- revolutionary activity,
arrested, exiled or execuled. Thus,Mcbrs becryne Losers. 6O96 of thedelegates $rere
in dustri d workcs, 896 were agri or ltu ral ri,ro rkers { peasa nB }.

People were arrested, exiled and executed for yaious reasons during the era of Stalin's
repressions. There ir a rrery dark anecdote about that period. While Stalin is delivering in
the dead silence his speech to tre delegates of the aongress someone loudly sneezes,
Stalin stops md looks at Beria. The latter jumps out of his seat and yells: "\AIho sneezed?'
Dead silence in the hall. He yells again:'Who sneezed?' Dead silene ryain. "OK,
- says Beria. - First raw - march out of the hall." The delegates in the first raw leaves

the hall in an orderly fashion which is followed bythe sounds of shots delivered by
shooting squad. Beria asksthe question again.
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Dead silence again. "seccnd raw - march ouf, - he orders. Second raw marches out and

another series sf sho8 fsllo$r. "Who sneezed ? - asked Beria aga{n. One of the delegates

stands up ard says, 'ltwas me, comrade Beria, just stop.the shootings!" Everybody
utters a sign of relief. Seria looks at Stalin, and Stdin says with a smile, - "Bless you,
cornradg gqod health!"

Examining the list of delegates, we found 34 delegates with Armenian lat names, who
represented the follonring - Armenia (7), Azerbaijan (3), Transcaucaia {2}, Black Sea-Azov

{3}, Georgia {3}, Go*ovskaya Oblast (2), Khakovskaya Oblast (1}, Donetskaya Oblast (2},

Saratovskaya Oblast (1), Moskovskaya {3), and party apparatus officials {3}. We were able to
confirm that 12 of them were executed, two killed themselves prior tc the arrest, three died
naturally; we $,ere unable b find any data on the remaining 17. Two Armenians were elected

!obecome Centrd Committee Members (Anastas Mikoyan and Levon Minoyar!. Mirzoyan,

nrho was born in Shushi, w.E executed in 1939, while he was the ls Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Kazakhstan Communist Party {of Bolshevila}. Mikoyan somehow suryived

the Error and senred under severd 1s Secretaries duringthe course of his life.

Philatelywas not welldeveloped in *re USSR at that time. Hardly any of the industrial

tryorkers and peasantr which were among the delegates of the 17n Congress took seriously

the postal souvenirs they were given at the Congress. As not many of the delegates and

newly elected members of the Central Committee survived Stalin's repressions, arrestsn

exile, executions, this souvenir trrned into philatelic raity. How many of thern survtved is

undetermined, but we can say one thing- since t971, we have seen this folder only once,

and separate sheets from thefolder surfrce from time b time. lt is rumored thatthe
complete folder with the stanps maysell as high a S5,O0O.

We nrould like to thank Ashot Manukyan, prominent philatelist from Armenia,for
prcviding phobs of the folder pages.

Ammian Qg [au[ Stamps t fiat
was *l-entiowf in tfrc Artirb
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