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Haroutiun Samuelian and Armenian Philately ‘
by Igor Grigorian

The year was 1991 when Armenia had just declared her independence. On December 24, the Su-
preme Council of the Republic created a special committee that was charged with a task of recommencing
of the postal emissions of the country.

The first step was to create postal stamps. A competition was announced, and its main condition
was to have Mount Ararat and the State Flag of the sovereign republic on the stamps. 127 participants
presented 450 designs which were exhibited at the Artists House in January of 1992. The Jury awarded
the First Prize to Haroutiun Samuelian, an artist from Yerevan.

Born in 1947, in Yerevan, Haroutiun graduated from the Yerevan State Univer-
sity in 1970 with a major in physics and until 1983, he worked at the Institute
for Physical Research at the Academy of Sciences of Armenia. His study and
research earned him a PhD degree.

It is well known that being a physicist always implies having a second essence-
that of an artistic nature. Some individuals write poetry while others become
humorists and perform at One Night Stand comedy shows. In the case of Ha-
routiun, it was graphic art and graphic design that accompanied him during his
career. Many USSR and international exhibitions of his visual arts and cartoons 6
brought him wide acknowledgment throughout the world and several various
level awards. Famous Gabrovo humor festivals (1979, 1981 and 1987), Odessa festivals (1987 and 1989),

Yerevan, Leninakan (1986), Leningrad, Helsinki, Montreal, Tokyo, Istanbul - here is an incomplete list of

other places where works by Haroutiun Samuelian attracted attention of professional artists and public
alike. In 2012, in Penela (Portugal) his work Book-Sea (below) received the First Award.

In 1984, he was invited to work as art editor of the Mshakuit (Culture) magazine. Later in 1986, he
became a member of the Union of Artists of Armenia and soon after, in 1991 joined the Union of Design-
ers of Armenia, as well as the International Association Society of Designers. Since 2001, Haroutiun has
been founding fellow member of the All-Armenian Academy of Philately and Numismatics. In 2004, he
also became a founding member of the Association of Cartoonists of Armenia and, continued as a found- -

ing member of the Association of Type Designers of Armenia in 2006.
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“t But it was the 1991 competition that influenced Harou-

’ B tiun's life. During the twelve-year period from 1992

through 2004, Haroutiun worked as an Art Director at the
Namakanish (Postal Stamp) Company. He designed over
140 stamps and souvenirs sheets for Armenia and Moun-
tainous Karabakh starting with the first issues, as well as

numerous FDC cachets and commemorative cancellations.

In October 2013, I visited the designer Haroutiun Samuelian at his home studio in Armenia. For almost an
hour we remembered the dark years of 1992-1994 in Armenia, which were illuminated by new tasks. Un-
der candlelight, Haroutiun designed new stamps wearing gloves to prevent his fingers from frosting. Un-
fortunately, his exposed skin became frostbitten and required prolonged treatment with aloe extract. At
the same time, as the Executive Secretary, I assisted the late former President of the Union of Philatelists
of Armenia, Suren Arakelov in his efforts to re-create the Union, make it the Armenian counterpart/

member of the FIP and prepare for Armenia'94 and

Armenia'2001 international exhibitions.
O 1G - Haroutiun, your first encounter with stamp design

was in 1992, when you won the 1st Prize and your design
was approved for the first stamps of independent Armenia.

Would you comment on this?
HS - Well, at the time I was pleased with both winning the prize and the design itself. Looking back now I
know that I would have done it better (it refers more to the souvenir sheet). I
‘ remember Grigor Poghpatyan, the then-Minister of Communications, made a
comment which could have improved the artwork, but nevertheless he ap-
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proved it. The set opened doors to Namakanish for me.

IG - Haroutiun, among many stamps that you designed there is one that to my
opinion should be considered your masterpiece. Its design is simple, but at the
same time it reflects the complexity of geometrical calculations and architec-

tural appearance.

HS - I believe you are talking about the Garni stamp. I like the stamp as well!

Gt Gami Could you imagine that the approval of the stamp design by the Namakanish

_IQ_QO ARMENIA , _ ,
I, Council was almost unanimous and the only person who voted categorically
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= against, was Arakelov. Unambiguous support for my project by the Council
Aty

pushed Arakelov to secede. Look at this design (left)-everything, including the
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print type, was drawn on separate papers and then cut and glued to the

W 1 g 1993,
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another which became the original design bearing Minister's approval signature and the seal.

During twelve long years with the company (full cycle per Eastern Calendar!) there were
lots of interesting and educational moments. The staff was small, but atmosphere of
friendliness and brotherhood reigned over it. Eight years, until our director Suren Simo-
nian, my colleague and a personal friend, was forced to resign, our small and friendly
staff considered a whole epoch for the company, and Armenia as well.

Haroutiun remembers a unique story related to the 1998 stamp issued for the 10th an-
ARMEnA |+ niversary of the Karabakh movement. Right before his resignation, President Levon

Ter-Petrossian suggested to the Minister of Communications to issue a stamp for this

anniversary. Poghpatian called in Suren Simonian and directed him to prepare such a
stamp for production. In his turn, Suren called Haroutiun and, upon agreeing on the
concept, Haroutiun started to work on his part of the job: he found an expressive
photo of a march under the flag shot by wonderful photo artist Gagik Haroutyunian
and added a silhouette of the eagle, who already became so dear to his heart. Harou-
tiun was not yet proficient with computer graphics to be able to complete the urgent
task, so a young gifted computer graphic designer Garegin Martirossian of a recently
established PrintInfo company was approached. Within a day or two, the project was
ready for production. Meanwhile, Suren Simonian contacted their partner from Hol-
land, The Royal Joh. Enschedé printing house (founded in 1703), one of the best print-
ers of security documents, stamps and banknotes to schedule the production. The very
next day, (the third day after starting the project!) two CDs with the files were given to
the pilots at the Zvartnots airport to be delivered to Amsterdam (the printing house
was located a small town of Haarlem, only twenty kilometers west of the capital), and
in exactly one week the same crew delivered the 50,000 print run of the stamp. It is worth mentioning,
that two stamps were printed-one for Armenia and another for the Republic of Mountainous Karabakh
with the corresponding country names on them.

IG - Looks like an absolute world record in the stamp production field...

HS - At least, I am unaware of a similar example. I think, this was one of the most successful issues, although
this time we had to step away from regularly used proofs. Usually, the process takes around three months.
This is a good example of a very effective teamwork, and next to Garegin 's and my names I would like to see
as co-authors the names of the President and the Minister (idea), Director (concept) and the photographer
(art base).

The issue was signed in circulation on February 20, 1998, seventeen days after Levon Ter-Petrossian’s resig-
nation.

IG - I heard there was a curious mishap with the 32nd Chess Olympiad stamp issue...

|
4

oy
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QQHS - I would have called it curious, if it did not cost me two extra days I could have spent in the USA in a nice
hotel with all costs paid by the airline! In 1996, it was decided to prepare a booklet devoted to world cham-
pions, Armenians by descent. The booklet was designed with four square stamps inside; one with the logo of
the Olympiad, two with key positions of the Tigran Petrossian's and Garry Kasparov's crucial games, and the
forth one with Henrik Kasparian's 1939 Shakhmati v SSSR magazine award winning chess problem. The
booklet cover was designed to have artistic paintings of the champions. Very familiar issue, isn't it? So, I ap-
proached Armenian Chess Federation for a consultation on exact game positions on chess boards and asked
for chess players photographs for further work. Suren and I were in Atlanta taking part in the Olymphilex'96
Stamp Exhibition. The proofs were sent to us in Atlanta by the London-based House of Questa printing house
(this was the last issue printed with them; our next partner for many years became the Royal Joh. Enschedé
printing house, based in Holland). Proofs were deemed satisfactory, and Suren directed the House of Questa

to start production. All of a sudden, from far away Yerevan we heard that the Minister of Communications

was furious; he accidentally showed the proofs to mathematician Sergey Kasparian, son of the late Henrik
Kasparian, who was unable to recognize his father on the photo on the booklet cover. The Chess Federation
gave us a wrong photograph! We were lucky that the House of Questa did not start the production yet... So,
upon the conclusion of the Olympic games and the Stamp Show, Suren and I found ourselves on a flight to
Yerevan. During our stop in New York, the flight was cancelled. Was it overbooked or was there a problem
with the airplane itself? my memory does not serve me well on this issue. Some passengers were offered to
board a different flight while some passengers (including us) were offered to transfer to a hotel in Manhat-
tan with all expenses paid for a two-day period. Suren and I, knowing that in Yerevan furious Poghpatian
awaited us and I would have to start working immediately on correcting the design, with tears and selflessly
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refused this generous offer in our eyes insisted on flying back to Yerevan on the next possible flight. It was my&,
long lasting dream to see New York, which still remains unaccomplished...

Actually, almost every issue designed by Haroutiun could be viewed at as telling a more or less interest-
ing, educational and cognitive story. The photo of Goddess Anahit taken at the Historical Museum of
Armenia, was not only used for the 1992 stamp but served as a basis for his design of the logo of the
Union of Artists of Armenia as well; and was approved to replace the previous one, which was poorly
designed in his personal opinion.

The Agate stamp from the first set Armenian
Minerals (1998) came second at one of the
international stamp design competitions.

Also, the 1998 stamp devoted to the memory of
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the earthquake victims, and Parajanov souvenir

sheet were his first designs made with the help of personal computer.
In order to supply artist Albert Kechian with needed work material, Haroutiun and Eduard Kurginian
used a primitive digital camera for the first time in 1999, to organize a photo shoot of the most beautiful

Van Cat in Yerevan.

HS - Needless to say, any product created in any field of 6
human activity is synergic as opposed to combined result
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of the joint labor. And our product highly appreciated by

Sfilm divector & artist

collectors around the world ( I am sure, one of the best
Armenian brands of 1992-2004) was the result of work
of numerous people; joint efforts of our small staff, spe-
cialists of various areas of expertise, designers I involved
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in stamp designing, printers of distinguished printing
houses, and last but not least, critics and scoffers (there
were these kinds of individuals as well) deserve a special

thank you. But foremost, the quality of our product was

ensured by creative and supplementary and mutually
demanding cooperation of the three of us, our Director
Suren Simonian, Chief Editor Eduard Kurginian and myself. The staff used to joke

at us: three PhDs in a small team...
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ATA’s TopicalsOnLine Web Site
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Topical stamp collectors have a new website that makes it easy to purchase stamps by topic.
The American Topical Association (ATA) has launched http://www.topicalsonline.com/, which offers stamps for more than
600 topics.

Topics, from airplanes to zebras, represent a popular, growing area of philately, according to ATA president Jack André Denys.
"This new website provides an easy and affordable way to purchase topical stamps."

Anyone can make purchases on the easy-to-navigate website. ATA members receive a 10 percent discount, and the ATA earns
10 percent of purchases. Only ATA members can sell on the site. There is a link to purchase an ATA membership, at $30, or an
Electronic membership, at $25.

TopicalsOnLine features several ways to look for stamps: by topic, by keyword, by topic cross-referenced to a country, and by
country with Scott's number. "We urge collectors to check the site often, as items are being added all the time," Denys said.
"ATA wants TopicalsOnLine to be a place all collectors can buy low-priced stamps in complete sets, partial sets and individual
stamps,” Denys noted. He also pointed out that it will be a new income source to support the ATA.
Payment is through PayPal, to offer security for buyers and sellers, but there is also an option to ask a
seller to take payment another way.

Vera Felts, Executive Director

American Topical Association www.americantopicalassn.org

PO Box 8, Carterville, IL 62918-0008 USA 618.985.5100 americantopical@msn.com
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