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Haroutiun Samuelian and Armenian Philately

by Igor Grigorian

The year was 1991 when Armenia had just declared her independence. On December 24, the Su-

preme Council of the Republic created a special committee that was charged with a task of recommencing

of the postal emissions of the country.

The first step was to create postal stamps. A competition was announced, and its main condition

was to have MountArarat and the State Flag of the sovereign republic on the stamps. L27 participants

presented 450 designs which were exhibited at the Artists House in fanuary of 1992. The fury awarded

the First Prize to Haroutiun Samuelian, an artist from Yerevan.

Born in 1947, in Yerevan, Haroutiun graduated from the Yerevan State Univer-

sity in 1970 with a major in physics and until 1983, he worked at the Institute

for Physical Research at the Academy of Sciences of Armenia. His study and

research earned him a PhD degree.

It is well known that being a physicist always implies having a second essence-

that of an artistic nature. Some individuals write poetry while others become

humorists and perform at One Night Stand comedy shows. In the case of Ha-

routiun, it was graphic a$ and graphic design that accompanied him during his

career. Many USSR and international exhibitions of his visual arts and cartoons

brought him wide acknowledgment throughout the world and several various

level awards. Famous Gabrovo humor festivals (L979,1981 and 1987), Odessa festivals (L987 and 1989),

Yerevan, Leninakan (1986J, Leningrad, Helsinki, Montreal, Tokyo, Istanbul - here is an incomplete list of

other places where works by Haroutiun Samuelian attracted attention of professional artists and public

alike. ln 20!2, in Penela [Portugal) his work Book-Sea (below) received the First Award.

ln7984,he was invited to work as art editor of the Mshakuit (Culture) magazine. Later in 1986, he

became a member of the Union of Artists of Armenia and soon afte[ in 1991joined the Union of Design-

ers of Armenia, as well as the International Association Society of Designers. Since 200L, Haroutiun has

been founding fellow member of the All-Armenian Academy of Philately and Numismatics. In 2004,he

also became a founding member of the Association of Cartoonists of Armenia and, continued as a found-

ing member of the Association of Type Designers of Armenia in 2006.
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But it was the 1-991 competition that influenced Harou-

tiun's life. During the twelve-year period from 1992

through 2004, Haroutiun worked as an Art Director at the

Namakanish (Postal Stamp) Company. He designed over

140 stamps and souvenirs sheets for Armenia and Moun-

tainous Karabakh starting with the first issues, as well as

numerous FDC cachets and commemorative cancellations.

In October 201,3,1 visited the designer Haroutiun Samuelian at his home studio in Armenia. For almost an

hour we remembered the dark years of 1992-7994 in Armenia, which were illuminated by new tasks. Un-

der candlelight, Haroutiun designed new stamps wearing gloves to prevent his fingers from frosting. Un-

fortunately, his exposed skin became frostbitten and required prolonged treatment with aloe extract. At
the same time, as the Executive Secretary I assisted the late former President of the Union of Philatelists

of Armenia, Suren Arakelov in his efforts to re-create the Union, make it the Armenian counterpart/
member of the FIP and prepare for Armenia'94 and

Armenia' 2 00 1 international exhibitions.

lG - Haroutiun, your first encounter with stamp design

was in 1-992, when you won the 7st Prize and your design

was approved for the first stamps of independent Armenia.

Would you comment on this?

HS - Well, at the time I was pleased with both winning the prize and the design itself. Looking back now I

IO.oo

know that I would have done it better (it refers more to the souvenir sheet). I
remember Grigor Poghpatyan, the then-Minister of Communications, made a

commentwhich could have improved the artwork, but nevertheless he ap-

proved it. The set opened doors to Namakanish for me.

lG - Haroutiun, among many stamps thatyou designed there is one that to my

opinion should be considered your masterpiece. Its design is simple, but at the

same time it reflects the complexiQt of geometrical calculations and architec-

tural appearance.

HS * / believe you are talking about the Garni stamp. I like the stamp as well!

Could you imagine that the approval of the stamp design by the Namakanish

Council was almost unanimous and the only person who voted categorically

against, was Arakelov. Unambiguous supportfor my projectby the Council

pushed Arakelov to secede, Look at this design (lefQ-everything, including the

print type, was drawn on separate papers and then cut and glued to the
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another which became the original design bearing Minister's approval signature and the seal.

During twelve long years with the company (fuII cycle per Eastern Calendar!) there were

Iots of interesting and educational moments. The staff was small, but atmosphere of

friendliness and brotherhood reigned over it. Eightyears, until our director Suren Simo'

nian, my colleague and a personal friend, was forced to resign, our small and friendly

staff considered a whole epoch for the company, and Armenia as wel|

Haroutiun remembers a unique story related to the 1.998 stamp issued for the 10th an-

niversary of the Karabakh movement. Rightbefore his resignation, President Levon

Ter-Petrossian suggested to the Minister of Communications to issue a stamp for this

anniversary. Poghpatian called in Suren Simonian and directed him to prepare such a

stamp for production. In his turn, Suren called Haroutiun and, upon agreeing on the

concept, Haroutiun started to work on his part of the job: he found an expressive

photo of a march under the flag shot by wonderful photo artist Gagik Haroutyunian

and added a silhouette of the eagle, who already became so dear to his heart. Harou-

tiun was not yet proficient with computer graphics to be able to complete the urgent

tash so a young gifted computer graphic designer Garegin Martirossian of a recently

established Printlnfo company was approached. Within a day or two, the project was

ready for production. Meanwhile, Suren Simonian contacted their partner from Hol-

land, The Royal foh. Ensched6 printing house (founded in 1703), one of the best print-

ers of security documents, stamps and banknotes to schedule the production. The very

next day, [the third day after starting the project!) two CDs with the files were given to

the pilots at the Zvartnots airport to be delivered to Amsterdam (the printing house

was located a small town of Haarlem, only twenty kilometers west of the capital), and

in exactly one week the same crew delivered the 50,000 print run of the stamp. It is worth mentioning,

that two stamps were printed-one for Armenia and another for the Republic of Mountainous Karabakh

with the corresponding country names on them.

IG - looks like an absolute world record in the stamp production field..'

HS - At leasl I am unaware of a similar example, I thinl<, this was one of the most successful issuet although

this time we had to step away from regularly used proofs. Usually, the process takes around three months'

This is a good example of a very ffictive teamworE and next to Garegin's and my names I would like to see

as co-authors the names of the president and the Minister (idea), Director (concept) and the photographer

(art base).

The issue was signed in circulation on February 20, 7998, seventeen days after Levon Ter-Petrossian's resig-

nation.

lG - I heard there was a curious mishap with the 32nd Chess Olympiad stamp issue.,.
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HS - 1 would have called it curious, if it did not cost me two extra days I could have spent in the USA in a nice

hotel with all costs paid by the airline! In 1-996, it was decided to prepare a booklet devoted to world cham-

pions, Armenians by descent. The bookletwas designed with four square stamps inside; one with the logo of
the Olympiad, two with key positions of the Tigran Petrossian's and Garry Kasparov's crucial games, and the

forth one with Henrik Kasparian's 1-939 Shakhmati y SSSR magazine award winning chess problem. The

booklet cover was designed to have artistic paintings of the champions. Very familiar issue, isn't it? So, I ap-

proached Armenian Chess Federation for a consultation on exact game positions on chess boards and asked

for chess players photographs for further work. Suren and I were in Atlanta taking part in the Olymphilex'96

Stamp Exhibition. The proofs were sent to us in Atlanta by the London-based House of Questa printing house

(this was the last issue printed with them; our next partner for many years became the Royal Joh. Enschedd

printing house, based in Holland). Proofs were deemed satisfactory, and Suren directed the House of Questa

to start production. All of a sudden, from far away Yerevan we heard that the Minister of Communications
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was furious; he accidentally showed the proofs to mathematician Sergey Kasparian, son of the late Henrik

Kasparian, who was unable to recognize his father on the photo on the booklet cover. The Chess Federation

gave us a wrong photograph! We were lucl<y that the House of Questa did not start the production yet... So,

upon the conclusion of the 1lympic games and the Stamp Show, Suren and I found ourselves on a flight to

Yerevan. During our stop in New York, the flight was cancelled. Was it overbooked or was there a problem

with the airplane itselfl my memory does not serve me well on this issue. Some passengers were offered to

board a dffirentflightwhile some passengers (including us) were offered to transfer to a hotel in Manhat-

tan with all expenses paid for a two-day period. Suren and l, knowing that in Yerevan furious Poghpatian

awaited us and I would have to startworking immediately on correcting the design, with tears and selflessly
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refused this generous offer in our eyes insisted on flying back to Yerevan on the next possible flighL Itwas

long lasting dream to see New Yorh which still remains unaccomplished...

Actually, almost every issue designed by Haroutiun could be viewed at as telling a more or less interest-

ing, educational and cognitive story. The photo of Goddess Anahit taken at the Historical Museum of

Armenia, was not only used for the 1992 stamp but served as a basis for his design of the logo of the

Union of Artists of Armenia as well; and was approved to replace the previous one, which was poorly

designed in his personal opinion.

The Agate stamp from the first set,4rmenian

Minerals (1998) came second at one of the

international stamp design competitions.

Also, the l-998 stamp devoted to the memory of

the earthquake victims, and Parajanov souvenir

sheet were his first designs made with the help of personal computer.

In order to supply artist Albert Kechian with needed work material, Haroutiun and Eduard Kurginian

used a primitive digital camera for the first time in L999, to organize a photo shoot of the most beautiful

Van Cat in Yerevan.

HS - Needless to say, any product created in any field of
human activity is synergic as opposed to combined result

of the joint labor. And our product highly appreciated by

collectors around the world ( I am sure, one of the best

Armenian brands of 1992-2004) was the result of work

of numerous people; joint efforts of our small staff, spe-

cialists of various areas of expertise, designers I involved

in stamp designing, printers of distinguished printing

houses, and lastbutnotleast, critics and scoffers (there

were these kinds of individuals as well) deserve a special

thankyou. Butforemost, the quality of our productwas

ensured by creative and supplementary and mutually

demanding cooperation of the three of us, our Director

Suren Simonian, Chief Editor Eduard Kurginian and myself. The staff used to ioke

at us: three PhDs in a small teom,.

t4

* * t< ** * * * ** ** 4< * ** *



ARPA March 2014 Is.su e 67

I ur p n rpln rl.r U ur r.[n r blgrulrp h l-1 $i 1* - h1ft rul
hqnp $pfi4nplurl

l99t pr{urlrullr Ln: lu.rlu.rur"nrulrE LnI, Lf, 4rugnurprupbl frp ufuLlutluntpytltp, hff rlhllrrhrlptpF 24-b\
t,ultputqhmnr-p1u.rlr $hpruqnrll [unp4nrpr1l urnhrlthg f.umnjl trufudl.rrudnrlnr[ ,ftf'L
4rul.rdLurprupr{hg r{bpulluht tn!nh r.,hnurrrulfrl Lrurlru!rulfr 2hpl pnryup !nulp:
Unru2fl pnrgp qErnp t 1frlrhp Lrurfurlurlfr2h7l qtuunpu.rurnnr.r.lpi llpgnLjp Euyuputptlhg, "lh
4[rifurulurlr l.rrufuuulurjfullr lp Uprupu.rr"n uut1p h ufuL1ufu ulhrrnrpjrul qhmu\utlt ryrrr.Z1
Irhp!urjruglrLl Lurdur!uLl2EV[t l1u: 127 lu,uLul!frg Lbp!urJu]gfhl Ep 450 \int2, n;rnl.rg

gnryur;plhgh\ 1992 p. 4nLLr{rupfrl L!urp2[r mrulp: Unru2frl r.Ipgurlurlp 2ltnpEqhg bphurlgfr
lrh- nhf 2,up n rpgn rL U uf nrbgrulfrl:
Olrrfru} 1947 p. bhrul.rnrrf, 2,upnrplnLI.rl 1970 F. rur{urprrnrrl I bphurlfr qhnul.lwlt
4nrrlr.nlurupurLp fllrChqrrh !n2nrr.f nrl h {rL2L 1983 P w2luumntfi | lrulururrurlfr
$f r"nnrplntl.rlhfrnh urllurqhrl[rru1h $hqh!-fh [rl.rurrfimnrrrnrrf : Zhnwqut nrunr-rfp lr
thrlnutan*rut\ufu u2[uutrnurLpp [rp urr{ruprnfrL t 4u.ruLrnr-rI pbgLurdnrur\u1; ryltuhplu:'utgfuw
qu2muluLbpl:
lurlrnlrfr L, nf ]frqfrqnulbfp tru6urfu odmrlrut hL lfrlnrrl Enhnnfr+ dfrnpnrt, *JL F
l;uTtlhuur.;uqbrrfr: flrlrulp prulruurnhl6nLplnrI.rLEp hL qpnrrl, nrfrulp rprunlnrrl bL 4nLrInp[rurr h !urqrfrullbpqnLrl
4nLrInpfi bph!nlhp: 2,upnrpjnLLr[r trurlurp rulq bpllpnp+ dhnpn qpuQlrlfurqull.r urprlhur"nl nr qpruQfr!rullurl rpfrqurlll lp,
npnl"rB nrr11b!gnLrI L[rL 2urpnrpjnLLIrL hn nlZ lurpfrbpurjfr plpurgpnrrl: UUIlI-fr h rl[r2urqqurlfrfu rrbunlrulurl urpr[bumfr
lr Erurlpurlr!ruplbp[r gntguEultryhulrbpfrl rlruuLrruL;gnr.pjnrLp 1u.r1l.r firuLrru2nrrI I pbpnLrl 2,u.rpnrplnrLfrlr, h Lru

nrpdrulrulntrf L murppbp rlpgurlrrullfubpfr: ll4ru +fruLB nl [frh,{ 5-Ir!E,nrf l.rur uyrlhumuqtrnlrtpf L
utptlhunuuhpLtpfr urzphlr L plllbl.9rurppnr{n (1979,1981,1987 pp.),0ryburu (1987 L 1989 pF.), bpLurl h [hLfrl.rurlurlr
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h\ - 2upnLp1ntfu, pn ltuiuQufuft2 ulutmpuumblnL runut2ltfu *nndf mhllt nLfuhglu4 1992 F., hfp +nL Z
unu2ftfu lTgufuuQp h pn LlTupfuhpp CuturnrumllbghL hnp uhlula Zuyuumufuft 2,ufupuu1bmntpluth unut2ftlt
fuululufuft2bpft pnry.upl1fiutfu Eutitup: llphl |hmutpppfip pul.t l.1u7utmil{u utlu \tuulul1gntpy.ufip:

ZU - 'l.h ftfu2 uuhl, uy1 duiutfuut\ hu nLpulu tft l7gufuu11p 2ut4bpr
h puttluputr4*6 th ryhqufihg: ?bm Lu$1nrt hu luTtnti b[,
4*frrq th *4hth t,bmupTpftp +hq*fi ulumTutumhl (+*
tltfruu\uttunLl lhpuphplnd I Abqutpbppft\ftL): llt2nti hi, np utyl
duluhuLl h*ryh Lulaupupp ,lh 4ltmnrlnLplnLL LuFhg, nFE

\pupblulhp lr|*lr7, putlg ulhntuilbLulLfil utnutLg fin$nluhlnt
Euumutmbg unlufu: Uy runru2fifu fuunu\uLlt2bpfi ZLutlp7
fuuluL1utLft2ft rlnLbpg Fughg ftl u72h:

b$ - Zut7nLp1nLfu, pn qulnpluutnutt pnpT Luiul1ufult2hpft 2utTpnLl 4* tlh\l, ntrE hn
lutp|ftpnrl qh*p t tunuplft pn qlnLluqnptngy: fupu ryltqulLp 2um ryu7q t, p*!g illthtuntft
dutlutLul ufi upmugnlnti I puprl bp\put2ut$utlutfu 4u2ttupLlLhp h frutpmuVtuulbmullutlt
utplbum:
ZU - h\d prtnil t, ryn, lununLi bu $untuft mufrrupfu tuulut\utufi2ft nuuftL: bu fiLpu fi bl
|urtuLnLrt ug hutlutlufufi2p: thu ulrumllbtrrughh, up hutiutl1*lrhZh ryhq*irl Euumumlbg
Euiutpltu {tudufi. {tu\ nu711p, nl \mpulTuhuulhu +hn tf, +fufu, Unuphpifu ttr, p*tg
tuu.t fu umfiulttut bryurt qhZbL: Uftufi tu*tht, fuuluu$ftt tupu ulbtu iuup ulumpuumtlut I
unuthdfiL llnnpLbphg, npntup |bmuqutytl |uluptlfu bh ilh pbfph 4f * l, utlpuglfu unuLdlt

llt2ngnrt: Un Fbf Ftu tL ryutpdurt pLopfiLru\ l, 4FbS huluutpuVlt
Euturnumnrl umnpu+pnLp1ntfu h lfuftpp: SuufuhVllnL mutpftfubplt

gLrl|utgpntn (UThh1lulr o7ugnL1gft lfu utlpnrl2 zFZLub) 2rum |bmupf phf
h ntunLgnqut\utu u1uEhp mhqft nLLbgutL: Uhp \n1b\mftrtp $rpf tf,
Frutg mfipnLI tp puphl.lulntplufu L 4utputqumntpyufu lpfunppm:
Unryhrh iptunppmnLl nLp Lnu7h utug\ugphghfrp 'lbf mLoThL (ftn

lnftqu h nmbpftn ttu|bil UnLphL Uftnntu1uLft Ebm, ,lhlrZl, nSt tuu

IO.oo

umfiultlut hrlul u1u2mnLftg Ebnuttuu6 Ubp $npp EulhTu2la +nLbq'nh47 ug mupftLhpg
Eulupnti tp lftutl.lumuf tlh +*tr*zlrz*l; lt7 L Zuty.uunufuft uluminLplufu lh2:
2,u.rpnrpjnr.I.r7 tfu2n:J L {r 4hmu.pppfrp ulrurrrlnrplnr.l.r, nlp lruqr[u6 t 1998 p.'Lurpurpurrllurlr

2rupdfiwL l0-prp rrurpbfhstrl Lr[hnr[ut l.rrurlurllu.rLf2f tEm: hp 4purdurpw\u\bg nZ Zlu,:r. rrrnurZ

bntfnh \uluu1uE ILnL Sbp-Qhrtrpnuju.rLp !-"lh Lrufuurprup[rl.r runur2u.rJr[1nrrI I ujrl 4npbguLfr
urnfrpnr{ Lurrlur!urLfr2 pnrlrupllbl: 0n11u1r.uurj,uLp 4purr[frpn.U L hn rlnrr UnLphL UfrrInLlurLfrL h

4rulrdl.rrupurpnrf l.rpr.ul.r ut2luutnul.tpp u11uh1: UnLphlip !rul2nLrI L frp fnrr lurpnrpjnrl.rfrlr h,4rurlurdurllnrpjrul +ruln{
qnlgbu{ghurllr r.lhpurpbpyll, lu.rpnLplnr-1.r1 rul.rgl.rnLrI L qnp6[r: L,ur qrnl.rnr.rl t +nnZh Lhpgn purllurp2ru{fr {r

ruprnruEu.rlr.n[r2 pnmnL!rup (abr1[rLrull' 9-+1,! lurpntplnr-l.rjurL) L urr{blurglrnLrI L frp upr"n[rL 2urr"n
Elr'1ulum rlrupdurE -f't,lh nrpr{urqfr}p: lrupnrplnrli1 +hn urllpurl 2bp
rll.fputqhmnr"rl 4rudurllrufr+Zrt1ltlr qpurQfr!urlfrl np !urpnlurLurp !uJ+

1r!.ftf Eputmuq ulutmpwunby h ut2fuuturlulpLhpfr /b2 L plrpqpqnLd
muryultrywrlnp bpfirnururupq +fr-Qf'q r1lqurllhp $uphqhl.t
1Iu1r;nfupnu1urlfil.r, nf I u2fuut,rnul Ln LrnpruurnEl& alpftfumftLpn

\ruqnu\EpqnrplnLLnrrl: llb!-bp!nr of{ru plrry4ruggnrrl Lur[uur4frip
ulul-lr.fu'uLn Lf frpru!urLrugr{b1nr: SuluqpnLplnrLg ullul.rurr[nphlnL
4u.rrlu.rp u1u pl.rry4r.uggnr.rl UnLpbll !uru1r.[nrrI I rJLq 4brn qnp6ur!gn11
Royal Joh. Enchede r.nulurpu.rlfi 4brn, npp !ruqrlurqbnqrtbt Lp rlhn 1703
p. t /ht Z rujdrl 4uf urp{nrf L lrur{r.uqnrllhpfrg ,IbqE updult

$uunupluphpfr, Lurr.tullwhl2hpl L purllLnrnlbpfr rnulurqpfrul qnpbnrrf: lu2nprl opp (Lur[uurqlrtp ul.luhlnrg urlghl
tn lLry4rurJblp bnbp oft) hpllnt u!ul[urnurllbp 9{upplng o4urfuul[ur!upul.rnrrl 4urldll[hgl'Ir orlur2nrlhp[rl)
Urluurhprpuf r.rhlur{rnfuhlnr 4u.rrlu.rp (rnu1uprulll qrnlr{nLrI tp luuplbd pu.rlugnrrf, rlurjpuplulurpfrg plrl4ur.lt
pur.ulr !fr1n/hmf' +hqf' urpLdnLrnp): IlLlfrl &l12tupup rulg l.rnr1l.r olur2nLl.rhpg 50000 r.nqurpurlurlnlf LrrurlullrulrbZhff
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hphghfu Eri {ruyuurrurl: UI.r4p udh2m L Lurh Lr2t1, np bp!nL Lurrlrutl*IrhZ tp q-*p*ur.nrlhi rlb!p lruylurrlrul.rft,
rfjnruf [bnlirulfrl 'l,urpurprulfr Zult1uuryEurnrplurl 4rurlrup, rl[rur! mr.uppbprirpjnLL ntlhlrurln{ f'url.rpruulhr"nnrplnLLLEp[r

u.rl.rn r-l.rlrbpp:

b$ - llu 4*trhLh f Eulupfu Eulu2luupt,ut1ftfu pugutnlt\ nh\npr1Lutlul1uhfi2b7 mulruyphlnt pfuut4ulunnLI'
ZIJ - Zutlbfuruftrybu1u, bu rnhryut\ 2bn nTht fulub uty opftfuutlfr: UnttnTuptuT fuulul1uhft2 ulutmTruumblnL pfupugpg
mhnLI t bfrhp uilfiu: bu 4ulupntfi hrl uy muluqpnLplnLLp utilhfuuEu2n1ul Epunupu\ntppLhtubpftg ,tb|f ,2l.tu1ut
fuputfu, nf1 ulu uhqurl ilbfup 2lfi7unbgl1lrp uTpnLphhplt ultumputumiutfu urtutfurlu\ul.t hrluthulp: Uut yul opftfuul1 t
2um lph\mltrl fitr1|utl.tntp u2luum*Irph, h $ruVhalthlt L ftl utunttutuhpft 1nryfttu ulhmp t lrZ4hf tuuh tuutlautryutEft lt

Ituluutpuplr (qutluugupg), 1ltpblmn1h (QnLgbutghu), pnmnL\up2lt (4brytplhumul.1ruL ptuolfttuu\) utunttutubz!:

ltutluluttult2E o+LnLu+nlltlutu rtb2 +F4hS 1995 F. lthmprluplt 20-hlr, lhntu Sbp-0lbmpnuyaLlr t,puduputlutLhg 17 of
utLg:
ho! - lufu br!, np 32-tr+ 2rululumft o1ftlu1lturyufitu LttftTlutt Lufiu\ufuft2bpft pnrltup\lutu Lbm \utullut {t
uthh\rynmft tuluL putu t *bqh nLtuhgbl:

ZIJ - bu ryu uttubt1rlnm \Lutlupbh, h\h r1u fttud zSfr\bf, hp\nt op UUlt-nLl uttfu uLg\ugltbpt EtuuTulnpnLpythftg,
yul t,lnLputungnti (or1ufiitu pnft2pLb1p uu1ruEnlnl quqnuqhTryntpyatu Eu2ttfiL): 1996-htu tuuluumbul*5 tf
2rululutmlt olltfiulltuluV |uyuq4fi |tuqpn{thpfifu futtftprtutt +tlpnllt ululLtlptuumb6 Up hf, ,lbZ ryh*p t ulutpnLhutl1hp

2nFu tuulut\uthft2. ,tbqi 1ftnu1ftutr1ufit p4n1nt!, bplTnLuI Sft4putfu albmpnuyufuft L $uplt ttruuulupnllt

lutlLnTu4nLfi luut$pft luutqutmulumutlhhpfi +hfphfrr4, ftu\ 2np7np+E rybLnp I uTnugnlhp Zhfupltl1 huuulutguttult
<Gufalutmf ZlJlJlf-ntl> unuupbppft |nrylhS 1939 F. yurtuqnLftp frutuut2rtut 2utlulutmulftL fuhr1fupp: lTpnLplt
bphultL uth*p t *ry*+f4bfiL |urlpniltbfh qbluplbumut\utu 4filuhl1u7tubpp 9bq 2um |ultnp pnrlutpl.lntfi f,
ufiulb'u 2t:Th, bu rlltilbgh luyuumuLlt 2utlalumut1fitu pbr1hpughu1ftfu, np ftfud mTutlurypbfu umntlq ulnqhghultbfp

luulutmulumu\fuhpft 4tr* L

Eurlpnr1hhpfi pLuutuQuTtubpp
Lbrn ut4ru ut 2luut m utfupfi 4 ulut 7 :

UnLphtup h hu lbQLhghlrp
Umlutumi ufimhq *bth
nLLbgnrl OLIMPHILEX'96
pftyurnhlftumu\uL gnLgur-
Lufuryhuftfu [uuLutlghlnL:
Ufimhq t1 u m ugufup l-nturynLnLl

mhryuLlutllutt House of Questa
mquF*LhS ntrlupl.1 ut
ulpnLphhpg: 1t2hl, rlf tulu
pnryupllnLlp lhp2fttuL tf Lu!+

mulutputfunttl mulutqTutt
fuulutL1ut\fi2h1ft lupryLi. rufinL[hmh Znyuhrlltutllt Royal Joh. Enschede 

'nulutpruLp 
bp\utTumh qnpttLqhp ryuTdutrt

lbq EulutT: llnLphfup L bu ulTntpLbTp Eu2nrlul EurluTbShLp l, UnLphLt utfi pnLyumphg mulu4pnLpluh: Zhnulnp
bphutfultg Eutfu\ut7tuL1h Lnrt, hVp umuLnLi, np \*"th fuulaupuTp l.lurnuryat t: fuu ulumuEuputl gnLlg tp mlbl
ulpnLpLhpp lrupbluultl1nu Ubpqfu huuulutplutttftL, thhplrll tt,auulrupltuLft nprynLh, nft1 2tf fiuhut2fu hf 4nfl
+ttpnLt+h b1buft ptuuhl1utTLhpnLl: Grululutmft pbrlbpuglluV lhq uluu1fu\'tup t7 EutmLlutgTbl: I'urt t, np nulutVuLp
rlbn 2tp u\ufu mu1ut4pnLp1nLLp... AfilulltuluL luu$pp urlutpm4hghtu, ulutpmlbg tuuh pfilumblltumutQull
gntgutEuhryhup, h UnLphfult Ebm {tutultfu fuumbgftfup orlufuturl: 4utyt2p llumuphgltltp LyL 8n7p putrlupnLi

ftLptuupltnp $nlublnL |u[up, h mb$fiuguLp, np |hmuqut F"hZpl *bryh Zh nLLhLulnL (u1,urnfiunp ut7ryhfu 2hl
Eft2nLfi): llqbrlnptubTlt fi nutultL unu2uphbshL lb\ ntpfi2 urtfuutL\hpnLplntLnrt F"hZpt 2upnLtuutl.1h1, hrh
fiuugu|ftt ufi plnil UnLphtufitu L hlrd, ubqulnpfu Uutu|hnbLft |ytpuLngtuhpfig lb\nLl uhlfiup, bpllnL op

dutfihmnt!: hfirufuu1nr!, np \umurlut filnlulrumy.uhp ,tbS t uuluuntrl bphufunLi, +LunE upmnrt Untphfup h bu

umlrulrlutt u1utEufu2bgfifup, np lhq bpLutu nLqutpt1hfu rlnmut\tu nLqbppnrt: hl hpuqutfupp fuyL SrfBE mbufuhlnL

ut1ryu1bu fu fruug 2fttutluthuglut:
r.upnrplnrllr ujuir.nf uiurnuJ6 Lurrfur!r.ul.rlt2hpb gluillugutt ZruFp[ h-nhtf' L rpfrrrb1 hpftt pf,f \wfi 2u:lu:' f,brnruppgfrp,

L!urpr{b1 Lf'rluurnfrurpur!2u.r!u.rl.r L frrfrugurllruL ulumrlnr-p1nr.l.r: ULu4[rm ruur"nrfrutnr4nt lnruu.rll!rupp, nFI
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2ugluur"nurlrfr ulrur.nrlnLplurlr purl.rquprul.rnrrl, 6runrulhg n2 r{rur1l 1992 P.
Lrurlur!rulrfi2l Eutitup, urg Lurh ZuytunuLfr Llurp[r2fuhpfr {rnrplurlr
lnqnl.r rlurpdrur{ h r}nfuupfrlhg Lrufu![rlg, nl1 lupnrpgntlrfr
m h u url.r!1n rl.rfr g ul.r4 ru2nr1 t p :

U+-F prrrFI ulum!hpn1 LurIur!urfufr2 7 Zupuumultl {rlrbprulLbp
urnlu2frl Zlutpb1 (1998 P.) hntnnn+ r.nh1p qplu{bg LurrfurlurhbZhfb

+ [r q u.rllrh p lr 4r 2 ur qq r.u ltrl rI p g ru 2 ru p n r rI :

1998 pr{ullulrfrl uluur'putumrlutt hp\put2rupdfr qn4bp[rL Ll{frpr[ru6 lrurft.u!uLfr2p h Orapu2urfunr{frl Lr{frpr{u6
unrr{blrfrp Fhflf 2upnrplnrl.rfi urnu2frl.r rrhnpdL t7 I'ulu\ruF+tn{ Lluf u!ulfr 2 uquur'1uumblnc
1r!-f'hf Ulphprn €b2jrulfrL ru2[uurnu.rl.rprulfrl Lrjnrpntl utquEnr[b1nr 4urrlurl 1999 p-ftlt Zupnr.plnrtj b+r[-n+
tnrplfrl1url.r! 4brr r.l[rruu[rlr, unru2frl rul.rqurf nqrru.rqnpEbtnr[ qnh/h-f'rl Ftl-fl,L pnrnn[ug[r!1, lnrurul!unhSttl
b p h r.u L[r r.u lblru.r u fi p n LL {. lu L u.r ! u m{frl :

lU - llr{b1npr} 2L L2h1, np durprlnr. gu\\utgut nlnprnnrrl umbr16{u6 ruprru.rrlprul.rgp uhlrbpqh-hl, L frp Lnrpjurlp, pulr
Fh 4rurlrurnbl u2[uumuultpf' ,lh*gt*t ruprylnrl.rp: b{ u2luutptl Lurrlur!url.rfr2 t,ul:lupnllrbnh hnttllhS FurFAII
ql.ru4nrlnrulrul ur"nrugur6 rlbp ruqpulpp (4urrlnqr{ru} trl 1992-2004 pp. lulu.urrrulfr 1ru{ru4nr1l.r pphlrllbnhg r,bqf)

hnhlrfrs Lhplurjurglnrf I pu.rqrlrup!{ rftuprl!urlg r[tp2lullu.rlr rupqlnr.I.rp: llnrulidfrl 2TtnpEulyuytpgul.r bL urpdrulfr rlbp

fngnhq qntbl.l'nh{[ f'f' 4urrlurnhl 2urlphpfr 4u.rrfup, uru.rpphp pluqul[runlhpfr
rlu.rul.rru4hrnLbpg, qfiqurjlhpLbpp, npnLg bu I.rEpqpurr.[hgfr Lrurlru\ufult2hp ul.urrpruurnblnt,
4urpnlrfr rnulrapulrlrbfrh *q-+nfrZlrhnf, h faurp!h pl.rl.rurqurml.rbpl.r nr u.rplurlup4nnlrhftn
(lr-ht h rulugfrufrlbpp): Furlg u.r;ru.r2hl C,hfphlr y'bp uprnu.rrln-Irgh nftluq[ lrufur{u6 Lrt ,lbn

hnbpF rnl.rophl UnLpbL Ufrf nLlurL[r, ptlr-rtnn trrlf -+hn b+r[-ft+ llnLpr1frfululrfr L hf
urrhl6uqnp6r.u!ull, [rpurp lpruglnrl h bp!nrur.nhp quQul.r2llnrn ur2fuurlnurlrg[rg:

ffi";;J";::T;;;**
Topical stamp collectors have a new website that makes it easy to purchase stamps by topic.

The American Topical Association (ATA) has launched http://v'rww.topicalsonline.comf , which offers stamps for more than
600 topics.

Topics, from airplanes to zebras, represent a popular; growing area of philately, according to ATA president fack Andr6 Denys.

"This new website provides an easy and affordable way to purchase topical stamps."

Anyone can make purchases on the easy-to-navigate website. ATA members receive a 10 percent discount, and the ATA earns

10 percent of purchases. Only ATA members can sell on the site. There is a link to purchase an ATA membership, at $30, or an

Electronic membership, at $25.

TopicalsOnline features several ways to look for stamps: by topic, by keyword, by topic cross-referenced to a country, and by
country with Scott's number. "We urge collectors to check the site often, as items are being added all the time," Denys said.

'ATA wants Topicalsonline to be a place all collectors can buy low-priced stamps in complete sets, partial sets and individual
stamps," Denys noted. He also pointed out that it will be a new income source to support the ATA.

Payment is through PayPal, to offer security for buyers and sellers, but there is also an option to ask a

seller to take payment another way.

Vera Felts, Executive Director
American Topical Association
P0 Box 8, Carterville,lL 62918-0008 USA
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www.americantopicalassn.org
618,985.5100 americantopical@msn.com
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