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Philatelic Profile:
Nshan Basmadjian

Born — Yerevan, Armenia in 1934, in the vicinity
of Zoravor Church

First introduction to collecting —at '§
the age of 10 :
Member — Union of Philatelists of
Armenia and Armenian Philatelic
Association (ArPA)

Collecting interests — topical
(medicine, Nobel Prize winners),
chronological (USSR & Armenia),
stamps, envelopes, maximum cards
Exhibitions — Numerous interna-
tional and national (USSR and
ArmSSR) exhibitions, all ArPA ex-
hibitions in recent years

Awards — silver bronze and silver
for “All in the Name of Man” collec- |
tion, diplomas ’

Igor Grigorian: When and how did you start
stamp collecting?

Nshan Basmadjian: It was right after the WWIL,
in 1946, when I started collecting for real. I was
12 years old, and our family lived in Germany. I
became a frequent visitor to a philatelic store
nearby, buying whatever stamp I wanted.

1G: What made you collect stamps?

NB: Our neighbor, an Armenian from Istanbul,
introduced me to stamp collecting. He showed
me several stamps; I was fascinated by their
beauty, so it became my life-long attraction. I
started collecting fauna, flora, paintings, sports,
scientists. Only after I entered the Medical Insti-
tute did I decide to start collecting stamps related
to medicine. I started with world stamps paying
tribute to 100™ Anniversary of the Red Cross,
people of medicine who won Nobel Prizes. 1962
was announced as a year devoted to fighting ma-
laria, so I am proud to say that I have every sin-
gle stamp issued in that regards. Also, France and
Finland issue stamps related to the Red Cross
annually; I also collect those.

1G: Did you collect these stamps worldwide, or
were you attracted to specific countries only?
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NB: I collected worldwide, as I could not limit my-
self in my theme. The only countries that I collect
nationally are Armenia, my motherland, and the
Soviet Union, including early Russia.

IG: Have you ever removed stamps from enve-
lopes?

NB: Of course I did, and not only in the beginning.
Lately I found a bunch of envelopes from Russia,
Romania, Belorus, Ukraine, even the USA, so I
soaked the stamps, and then accurately dried them
to put them into my stock books.

IG: Where you ever limited financially to buy
stamps and philatelic materials?

NB: No, not really. When I was young, my father
helped me out. I even used to exchange cigarettes
(part of my father’s military ratio) for stamps. The
peek of my stamp acquisition fell on the times
when I graduated from the institute and started
earning money myself. It is hard to admit now, but
almost half of my salary would go towards stamp
acquisition.

1G: Could you describe in more details your na-
tional collections?

NB: Of course. I have chronological collection of
the entire issues of the Soviet Union in both mint
and used stamps, including those of Russia’s first
issues of 1860s.

1G: When you started collecting stamps seriously,
were you interested in learning more about people
and events on the stamps?

NB: Of course, I not only studied their lives and
their discoveries, but also what people would bene-
fit from them. Nobel Prize winners were of utmost
interest for me, as their discoveries in biochemistry,
medicine, etc. greatly affected the health condition
of the mankind.

1G: Do you continue acquisition of stamps now?
NB: To be absolutely honest, no. I stopped acquir-
ing stamps in 2000. First of all, for the first time in
my life I experienced financial difficulty, and sec-
ond, I do not have anyone to leave my collection
to. My sons are busy with their work, so are my
grandsons, and they are not interested in stamp col-
lecting. I have enough, at last. When I sit down to
review my collection, I get depressed — how much
money could one have spent on stamps. My wife
used to tell me that she wanted to get all my
stamps, bring them to a meeting of stamp collec-
tors, throw them in the air and watch how people
will collect them from the floor, she used to re-
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©Opotigh, GuwiwywbhyGtpp qqniynphl wnytgh, snpugph m
wmbnuynptgh wpmiGtph dte:
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‘UmyyGhuy  hnpu  uwhquptnGtpp  hnfuwGuiyn th
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npp hwdpGljuy it $hpwnbihunwymb pmnG pewGhl, wpnk
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hwjpuyptjhu: Mpwnh funuwnnjultl, np wuwmwyupdhu
qntipt Yhiup mpuwdwnpty bl phpumtnhwjhG:

bh.Q. - Yuwpn’n tu hwlGquwiwmlwhg GYwpwuwqgpl; pn
wqquyhG hwjwpwonbtpp:
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pun dwdwlwyugnmpju, hGsutu Guwtt OnuwumwGh 1860
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thG pGyuwpdwyt) pn htmwppppmpmGGtpp GpuGg dwuhG:

V.. — BGu nsy dhwyG@ hGwwppppymd th  Gpwlg
yhGuwgpmpjuip m  hwjnlwgnpompymblbpny, wyb
wwunimpjul dhy Gpwlg vYwwmnigwd OSwnwympjmGGGph
Gwlwympjudp: hGd wydbih ww  htnwppppmd  EhG
‘Unplipwl dpgwlwyh nuthGtyhnGhpp, pwGh np
YhGuwphdiphwjh m  pdyympjul  pGwquyjuwnmd  Gpulg
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proach me that I spent all my salary on stamps.

IG: You could still sell the collection...

NB: Well, I have not encountered a serious buyer
yet. Everybody talks, but when it is time to give me
an offer, they disappear.

IG: During your philatelic years, have you en-
couraged anyone to start collecting stamps?

NB: Of course I did. I even used to host a TV show
for young philatelists. I would also give stamps
away to encourage young people to begin this jour-
ney.

IG: Have you ever been elected to a philatelic gov-
erning body?

NB: Yes, I was elected president of the Yerevan
philatelic club, was a board member of the Union
of Philatelists of Armenia.

1G: Have you participated in any stamp exhibi-
tions?

NB: Many times. Since 1976 1 participated in all
Trans-Caucasian, joint Yerevan-Titograd, USSR-
Hungary, USSR-Czechoslovakia, USSR-India,
USSR-Bulgaria, Armenia-Argentina, National Ar-
menia’93 exhibitions. I was awarded silver plated
and silver medals at various exhibitions.

1G: Besides being a hobby and means to spend
one’s free time, what is so important about col-
lecting stamps? Does it benefit society?

NB: Stamp collecting unite people of different na-
tionalities, of different professions. All interna-
tional exhibitions boost peace and friendship be-
tween nations. It boosts interest in studying anthro-
pology, culture, art, geography.

1G: Could you share a personal experience with
our readers?

NB: My father also used to collect stamps. We
used to have an album at home, where he would
hinge the stamps. He had an accumulation of
Europe up to 1940. A person, well known in phila-
telic circles in Armenia requested to look through
the stamps at his pace at his home, and took the
album. Few days later I heard that he was at the
philatelic society headquarters requesting a permis-
sion to take his collection with him abroad. I imme-
diately went to his home only to find out that the
doors of his apartment were sealed, and that he has
left the country already. Later I found out that he
moved to New Jersey, but did not want to see that
person again.

Interview conducted by Igor Grigorian
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h.Q.. - Pwyg Jupnn bu Judwnt, st

U.L. — Lmpg qlinn nlin s6d hwGnhwby: Copopp funumd
LG, puyg Gpp htppp hwulnd £ wnwownlhG, ns np shuw...

h.Q.. - £n Iphwwnbihunwluwi Ywlph pGpugpnid
nptit dtyhG Gepgpuyt) tu hwjwpwon JuqibynmG:

L.A. — bhwplt: dwiwlwyhG (in)Ghuly
htinntumwwumbuwhG hwnnppwwnp mGth
tphnwuwpnmpjul hwiwp: CwwntiphG gunpdwGhGtp th
pwdwlnmy, np Juwpnpuiwd GpuiGg wnwelnpnbt; wju
htimmwppphp wluwnphp:

b.Q. — Gpptak pGupyt®] tu  Phwwmbjhunwlw6
JuquiwytpuympmGGatph ntjuywp onuyGtpmy:

L.L. — Gu dwiwlwyhl pGunpt; 8 <wjwunwih
dhwwmbtihunbtph  Uhmpjwl GptowGh pwnwpwjhG
pwdwGinilph Gwhwqwh: {wjwunmwlh Dhjwwntijhum-
Gtinh Uhmpjwl Jupympjul winu:

P.Q.. - SmgwhwintuGtph dwuGwlgh® tu:

L.L. - Pwqiwphy: Uluwd 1976 pulwmbhg
dwulwlygty i Ulnpynyyuuyw b pnjnp
gmgwhwlntulGtphG, Gptmwl - Shungpun, WULU -
ZniGquphw, UKU - Qtjunuynjuyhw, ULU -
LgwumnwbG, ULU - Pomnuppw, <wjwunwi -
UpgtmhGw tpyuqquyjhl, hGsuybu Gutt “<wjuunwl —
93” gmgwhwnbuGtphG: Uwmwgl; i wpowph b
wpowpwuwwwm vknwGtp «

bh.Q. - <Znpphhg W Jwidwlghg pwgh p°Gs
GowlwympymG mGh Phpwwnbihwb, hwipmpyjup hGn™y] &
nw oquuuljwp:

L.L. — dhwwmbihwl ywwymd bt wmwppbp wwphph,
dwulwghnmpymGGtph, GnyyGhuly wqqnipjniGGtph
dwpnyuig: PLnmpp  dhowqquyhlG  gmgwhwlnbuGbpp
Guuuumd GG dnpnympnGtph dhotn fuwnunmpjul ta
puptyuimpjwu wipwwiniwin: Uy thnpphy
qupuupniG  pnptipp oqlmd GG Jwppwpwlmpymdn,
wwunimpjnlGp, wfvwphwgpmipjniGp, wpdtunli m
qnulwlmpymGn nmumdiGuuhpbymG:

b.Q.. - Qupn’y tu wGdGulwb nphit nhyp ywundty:

V.2, — {wjmu b tp hwjwpnn: UtGp wwip dh wipnd
mGthGp, nph vk Gw GuiwlwGh)Gtp tp thwygGnd: Uyn
wipnih  GwiwywGhpGpp  dhGym 1940  pywlwbh
Gipnwwwb tpypGtph poqupyniiGhp thG: {wjwunwih
dhwnmbtihumbtph ppwlwymyd hwjymbh dh dwpn hGé
Junptg wyn wpnip wnnl vwib muniGuuhpbm
hwdwp: Uh pwGh op htivnn tu mbtnkijuugw, np Gw Gk kp
LwjwumnwGh Phwmtithunbtph UhmpymG i
nhiwjunpmpjuip JuGnnpty hn hwyjwpwonl
wpunwuwhiwG nwltiot dhelGnpnmpymG: Gu thnpdtgh
GpwlG qulk; W wpndu htwn Ytpglhy, pwjyg Gpuw
plwluwpuG6 wpnkG YGpyYwo k...

‘Lw vkl tp wpnmwuwhdwd. ..

<wpguwqpnygp Jupkg Penp Qphgnpuwlp
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