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Philatelic Profile:
Nshan Basmadjian

Born - Yerevan, Armenia n 1934, in the vicinity
ofZoravor Church
First introduction to collecting - at
the age of 10

Member- Union of Philatelists of
Armenia and Armenian Philatelic
Association (ArPA)
Collecting interests - topical
(medicine, Nobel Prize winners),
chronological (USSR & Armenia),
stamps, envelopes, maximum cards
Exhibitions - Numerous interna-
tional and national (USSR and
fumSSR) exhibitions, all ArPA ex-
hibitions in recent years
Awards - silver bronze and silver
for "All in the Name of Man" collec-
tion, diplomas

Igor Grigorian: When and how did you start
starflp collecting?
Nshan Basmadjian: It was right after the WWII,
in 1946, when I started collecting for real. I was
12 years old, and our family lived in Germany. I
became a frequent visitor to a philatelic store
nearby, buying whatever stamp I wanted.
IG: What madeyou collect stamps?
NB: Our neighbor, an Armenian from Istanbul,
introduced me to stamp collecting. He showed
me several stamps; I was fascinated by their
beauty, so it became my life-long attraction. I
started collecting fauna, flora" paintings, sports,
scientists. Only after I entered the Medical Insti-
tute did I decide to start collecting stamps related
to medicine. I started with world stamps paying
tribute to 100th Anniversary of the Red Cross,
people of medicine who won Nobel Prizes. 1962
was announced as a year devoted to fighting ma-
laria, so I am proud to say that I have every sin-
gle stamp issued in that regards. Also, France and
Finland issue stamps related to the Red Cross
annually; I also collect those.
IG: Did you collect these stamps worldwide, or
wele you atfiacted to specijic countries only?
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'Lpn2iluq[murl1ur0 U[np1ur 0 :

tlpgru0rull0tp' Utrburpuulturn bt
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lr2ur0 Fururlur2;ur0 1946 prlur\ur0[0, bplmnp+
hurfu2fuuphu1ft0 quruthpur$iftg ru0fh2urqhu hhrnn, ilhp
p0rnu0[rpp ruuryrntrl tp cLbprlru0[urjntri: bu' rnuru0bplpr
uturph[ru0 rqururu0lru 4rupdtu rlmnurllur $fitumhflruurrullurO
futu0mplr d2uuulltu0 urlghpr0bpltg rlb[g, mp hu q0mil t]r fril
0urfup0mpub rgm2[urp4pbpp:

f'.e. - h'02p pbq rgr4hg 0urrltu[ru0lr2 hru{urphpr0:
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0ur[ul1ru0lt2bp hurrlurpblnt u[qpnt0p0hnh0: Lru f06 gmlg rn{bg
ri[t pru0lt 0tutltu[ur0]t2: bu htltu3t[ru& tlr 0pur0g qh4bgllmplurlp,
url0qbu np $[uruth{ru0 4urp&urrl !U lSur0plr m4hlfirgp: bu
ulluhg[r hrurlrup[ pnturulqru0, [h04ur0rul1ur0 ur2fuurph]r0,
qhrlur0\up2mpJu0p, ilurpqullur0 \1ru0p[r0, q[utOurl1ru00bp[r0
0tllrprltu} fi rurhullur0[r2 0hp:

{hrnn, hpp hu p04m0{hgh Fd2l1rul1ru0 lr0urnfnnmm, nJrn2bg}r

hrurlruph1 ri]rur10 pd2\mp1uOp rlbprupbpnrl rgm2fupqphp:
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hplgr0bplt 0ruilurl1u0lr20hphg, urulur ur0gu pd2l4np1tu0
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$pur0ulrur0 bt $|r01ur04lru0, rllr02bt uJdrl urlh0 urtunh
hpuururprultrmd b0 trupdlrp tuur2|rO 0rlfrptltu] 0unftul1ru0[r20hp,
nlnfip 0nlJ0qhu hu hrurlurpntrl hrl:

1 962 ptlrullru0p tlnn4gntplru0 {urrhu2tuurphu:lr0 truqrhu[bp-
qmplru0 UnqUhS htu3ulupurp{bg rirultuplnulh +hrl qrulprunh
unuph br bu hqurprnmplrufp llurpn4 hri ruuh6 np nt0brl ur14
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NB: I collected worldwide, as I could not limit my-
self in my theme. The only countries that I collect
nationally are Armenio, ffiy motherland, and the
Soviet Union, including early Russia.
IG: Have you evs removed stamps from enve-
lopes?
NB: Of course I did, and not only in the beginning.
Lately I found a bunch of envelopes from Russia,
Romania, Belorus, Ukraine, even the USA, so I
soaked the stamps, and then accurately dried them
to put them into my stock books.
IG: Where yoa ever limited jinancially to bny
stamps and philatelic materials?
NB: No, not really. When I was young, my father
helped me out. I even used to exchange cigarettes
(part of my father's military ratio) for stamps. The
peek of my stamp acquisition fell on the times
when I graduated from the institute and started
earning money myself. It is hard to admit now, but
almost half of my salary would go towards stamp
acquisition.
IG: Could you describe in more details your na-
tional collections?
NB: Of course. I have chronological collection of
the entire issues of the Soviet Union in both mint
and used stamps, including those of Russia's first
issues of I 860s.
IG: When you started collecting stamps serious$,
were you interested in learning more about people
and events on the stamps?
IIB: Of course, I not only studied their lives and
their discoveries, but also what people would bene-
fit from them. Nobel Prize winners were of utmost
interest for me, as their discoveries in biochemistry,
medicine, etc. greatly affected the health condition
of the mankind.
IG: Do you continue acquisition of stamps now?
llB: To be absolutely honest, no. I stopped acquir-
ing stamps in 2000. First of all, for the fnst time in
my life I experienced financial difficulty, and sec-
ond, I do not have anyone to leave my collection
to. My sons are busy with their work, so are my
grandsons, and they are not interested in stamp col-
lecting. I have enough, at last. When I sit down to
review my collection, I get depressed - how much
money could one have spent on stamps. My wife
used to tell me that she wanted to get all my
stamps, bring them to a meeting of stamp collec-
tors, throw them in the air and watch how people
will collect them from the floor, she used to re-
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hI rupfufn[mrl rlh LnpgurU bptup qmru -0-ntuururmu0]rg,
Gntrllr0]uu1|r9, Otlpurlr0rujlrg, Pbpnntullu3frg, ULIb-[tg:
fdp2hgh, 0ruriurl4u0lr20hpp qqnt2nph0 up\hg[1 2npugp[ m
urh4ullnphglt urpnl0hp[t tlb2 :
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'l-,nphgru0 dpgru0urlf 4ur{r0b[rp0hpp, pur0h nF
llh0uurplnllnu;|r nt pd2\mp;ru0 p0ruqu-rrlurnntil Gptu0g

ntuntrl0urulqrntp3m00hpp lltupbtnp 4hp th6 futu4ntil
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h.cL. - Uprgnp 4hn 2urpntOurlln'til hp hul[rupb1:
L.tr. - bpb urG[bq& ilr0bti, n2: Ulluru& 2000 pt[tuUtu0]tg

urllhtu 2hil q0ntrl: lrurlu Chp tuuurb 4prudulltufi
4dr{rupntplnt00bpp hururu0 lrOd: Urqru. n^ril brl pnq0bpr...
On+h0hpu nL pnn0hpu 2uln qpturflub h0 hpb0g
ur2|uulmu0pn{, 0tuht hhmruppppntplnt0 2nt0b0
hru{urpnp42ntplurft hru04hu1: l,uht' tullhtu qhtnp 2nt0htl. . .

bpp tlhp2hpu pbppntrl hI hurtlurpurhnu, ur\rufu
qruprlur0ntrl hri [r0pu lr0d r$ru. nppru-0 lltutthlt t Otu]uub1

ryrn2rlurpqph rlpru... Lntuurhnqlr llh0u urunt{ tp, pb
hunltupuln4 urur0blnt hri dbp urllnt{p ht gphlnt brl, np
mhu0hrl, pb |r02rqhu b0 hrudrupblm o4[rg m qbut0]tg:
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proach me that I spent all my salary on stamps.
IG: You could still sell the collection...
NB: Well, I have not encountered a serious buyer
yet. Everybody talks, but when it is time to give me
an offer, they disappear.
IG: During yoar philatelic years, have you en-
couraged anyone to start collecting stamps?
I\B: Of course I did. I even used to host a TV show
for young philatelists. I would also give stamps
away to encourage young people to begin this jour-
ney.
IG: Ifave you syel been elected to a philatelic gov-
erning hody?
NIB: Yes, I was elected president of the Yerevan
philatelic club, was a board member of the Union
of Philatelists of Armenia.
IG: Hove you participoted in any stamp exhibi-
tions?
NB: Many times. Since 1976 I participated in all
Trans-Caucasian, joint Yerevan-Titograd, USSR-
Hungary, USSR-Czechoslovakia, USSR-India,
USSR-Bulgaria, Armenia-Argentina, National Ar-
menia'93 exhibitions. I was awarded silver plated
and silver medals at various exhibitions.
IG: Besides being a hobby and means to spend
one's free time, what is so imporlant about col-
lecting stamps? Does it beneJit society?
NB: Stamp collecting unite people of different na-
tionalities, of different professions. All interna-
tional exhibitions boost peace and friendship be-
tween nations. It boosts interest in studying anthro-
pology, culture, art, geography.
IG: Could you share a personal experience with
our readers?
I{B: My father also used to collect stamps. We
used to have an album at home, where he would
hinge the stamps. He had an accumulation of
Europe up to 1940. A person, well known in phila-
telic circles in Armenia requested to look through
the stamps at his pace at his home, and took the
album. Few days later I heard that he was at the
philatelic society headquarters requesting a permis-
sion to take his collection with him abroad. I imme-
diately went to his home only to find out that the
doors of his apartment were sealed, and that he has
left the country already. Later I found out that he
moved to New Jersey, but did not want to see that
person again.

Interview conducted by lgor Grigorian
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fr.(L. - Ftu5g Utupnq bu rlrudunh6 2t^:
L.e. - Lmpg q0n4 4hn 2hi hru04[rqh1: Fnppp ]ununul

h0, ptulg hpp hbppp hruu8mrl t runur2up\|r0, n2 np thru...
h.q. - .Pn $fuumQluunullru0 lUru0ph p0prugpntf

npht rih!]r0 0hpqru{h1 bu hrurlrupubn t1tuqilh1m0:
lr.e. hhrup[h: duliu0rullr0 0nq0[ut1

hhnmurnturnhuur.;|r0 hu4n1r1ur2rup m0hfr
hp[muruup4mp.pu0 hturhup: Ctuurhplr0 ryrnZdu0[r20bp th
prudu0md, np tlupnqtu0ruil Optu0g untu20np4h1 ru.;u
hbmuppplrp ru2futuphp:

h.!L. bpphrt p0mprlh'1 bu $frltuurbflruulullu0
lluqlullhpqmplm0 0hp[r 4hlluultup or1ul10bpmil :

'U.tr. - bu durftu0ru!|r0 p0mp{b1 hrl {ru;uuunu0lr
5|rpuuthflruut0hp]r U[ntp3u0 bpbru0]r ptu4ruptu;lr0
pudur0rint0p[r 0u[uuqruh: (ruluruulu0[r $[rlrutn(Jrurn-
0bplr tl[ntp1u0 rluplmp;ru0 u04urd:

fr.q. - Smguhtu04hu0hnlr rluruOru{gh'1 bu:
\r.F. Fruqriuplll: Ullurud 1976 prlrulltu0[tg

rituu0rultgbt bil U04plpr[1tuu;ru0 pnlnp
gmgtuhur04hu0hplr0, bphrru0 - S[umqpu4, tuU{U -
{nt&qruphru, tuU<ff Qh[unulmlu!]rur, tuU<U
(04l1ruuuuu0, fuU<II - Fntl4rupllu, {u.puuuuu0 -
Upqh0rnlr0u bp[tuqqu;[r0, [r02utrhu 0ruht "{ultuuuru0 -
93" gmgruhru04hu0bplr0: Uulugbl hri ruphupb bt
ruplurpturqtuur tlh4rul0hp .

I..q. {npphhs br duliru0g[rg Frugh h'0t
02u0rut1mp3m0 nt0[r $]rpuutb[1u0, hur0lrmp;ruOp [r02n'rl t
4ru oqutullrup:

lr.F. - S|rlruurQluu0 llurqmri t mupphp urrunhph,
rluru0uq[utmp;m00bp[r, 0nt10]ru\ ruqqqrp;m00bp]r
rltup4[ru0g: Fnpp il[r2tuqqul]r0 gmguhru04hu0bpp
0upuuumul h0 dnrlndntp40hplr rifrpbr [uru4ru4mp1ru0 br
pruph\rudntp;ru0 rurlpruu104rftu0p: U.ll h"pphtl
qup4upm0 pqpblE oq0mil b0 ilurp4rupru0mp3m0p,
u1urnilmp;m0p, tu2]uruphuqlmtplm0p, tuprlbum0 nt
qlru\u 0mp;nt0p mum{0uu}rph1m0 :

h.a. - kupn\ hu u0d0urltru0 nphrt qbqp qutnfhl:
lr.e. - {uJFu tt tp hturltupn4: ub0p rmu0p ri}r rupnrl

m0hlr0p, nnF ilh2 0u 0ruilullu0fr20hp tp rlrtullg0mil: U;4
rupnri[r 0uilurl1u0[r20hpp il]r02ht 1940 p{url1u0}r
brpnrqru[u0 hplp0hp]r pnrltupllmri0hp t!0 : {u.luuuru0}r
$[r1rumfi]ruur0hp]r 2p2ru0ulprri hru;ur0[r ri[r ilrup4 [rOd
Iu0rlphg ru.l4 urpnilp utm0 ulu0h1 mumil0ruulrpbpr
hurltup: Uh pru0lr op hhun hu mhqh[ugur, nI 0tu hffi tp
{ru;ruuuru0}r $}r1tuuft}um0hp[r d]mtp;nt0 hr
qhllturlrupnrplu0p tu0rphf Fp hurltupu&n0
rupuuuuuhrlu0 ulu0blnt rifr20np4mp;nt0: bu rhnpdhsh
0ptu0 qutOh1 hr tupnrlu hhut tlhpg0bL Fu{g 0pru
p6rul1tupru0fi rup4b0 [0pr[ue tp. ..

lrtu riblf0ht tp rupuruuruhrlufi .. .
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