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The Blue Lion - the One and the Oniy Armenian
Movie With a Philatelic PIot

by Igor Grigorian

< b1t Q 0 u qnry 0 Ua.Jnfip>' ilhruh hruSllu\ru0 ![0n0llrupp

Memory plays tricks. This is universal
knowledge, and recently I rediscovered it for myself
in Armenia.

Recently in Yerevan, I met with Suren
Arakelov, former Chairman of the Union of Philate-
lists of Armenia, currently the Vice President of AII-
Armenian Academy of Philately and Numismatics,
whom I haven't seen or spoken with for about 14
years. For those of our readers who know him, he is
still very active, same philately and life loving per-
son, striving to promote philately in all its fields,
with all his strengths and at all costs.

He asked me whether I know of any movie
that has been shot in Armenia with a philatelic plot.
My answer was no. He reminded me of the name,
The Blue Lion At that moment it did not ring a bell.
He gave me a copy, and I watched the film. Half an
hour into the movie, I vaguely remembered seeing it
long time ago. That's what I meant by "memory
plays tricks" - I knew it, but I forgot, and wouldn't
have recalled it, if not reminded.

A number of Armenian stamp collectors
(Surik Hairapetyano rear left, Avetik Gyodakyan, rear
right) participated in the creation of the movie, Suren
Arakelov was asked to become a consultant. This is
one of the reasons why this movie is of great impor-
tance to the philatelic history of Armenia.

The movie was fikned in 7979, and since
then the Union of Philatelists of Armenia has been
tying to obtain a copy for the Union's records. The
issue arose once again, when the Union's archives
were being categorized to create a bibliography of
Philatelic Armenika. Stamp collectors started to look
for rare artifacts and interesting facts of philatelic
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history, as well as for a copy of the movie. Through
his fellow-officer at 390 Infantry Armenian Division,
Ludvig Kocharyan and his son, who served as direc-
tor of Republic Cinema & Photo Archive, Mr.
Arakelov was trying to obtain a copy of the movie
for the Union's archive. The search was persistent
but fruitless. Even People's Artist Sos Sarkissian
who played the leading role in the movie, was not
able to help.

When all avenues were exhausted, corre-
spondent of the Russian news agency, ITAR-TASS,
Tigran Liloyan, came up with an unexpected, but
delightful, surprise - he presented a DVD copy of the
movie to the All-Armenian Academy of Philately
and Numismatics.

The movie was made at the request of the
USSR Cinematographic Ministy (thus the language
of the movie - Russian) at Armenfilm movie studio
in 1979. Script writers, A. Kalantaryan and G. Mark-
aryan, based the movie on Blue Mauritius, a novel
by Yu. Stepanov and Yu. Perov.

In the beginning, the movie depicts a stamp
show and award ceremony, where we see Surik
Hairapetyan and Avetik Gyodakyan porhay jury
members, while Suren Arakelov porhays the jury
chairman. He hands the Grand Prix of the exhibition
to Professor Ter-Gabrielian, and later gives an inter-
view to a correspondent where he describes the value
of the gem of the collection, a stamp from Guiana
attached to an envelope (Scott # 16). There are only
three of them known in the world, and Professor Ter-
Gabrielian got his stamp from his grandfather who
visited Guiana as a member of a charitable mission.
"The Jeweler" (Sos Sarkissyan) decides to steal the
famous envelope while the Professor flies on a busi-
ness fip to Prague. With his accomplice, "The Elec-
trician" (A. Santrosyan) he enters the Professor's
aparfinent and finds the envelope after a thorough
search through stockbooks. A chain of events fol-
lowed by a flood in the apartment below, dispatch of
the maintenance man Tigran, porhayed by V. Na-
hapetyan, his determination to summon the police,
finds him escaping by rooftops, with his accomplice,
right into the hands of the police. The stockbook with
the Guiana rarity is returned to its rightful owner.

For those who would like to know the cast and film
makers, the information is as follows:

Producer & Director - G. Markarian
Director - Zh. Hovsepyan
Cameraman - G. Hairapetov
Second Camerqman - S. Sarkissyan
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hur04hu h[urtl ru0uqtuubflt, FurJg 2ruul hurdhl]r rlh
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!]r0nuumufttulntrl tuU<U ta[r0hrlururnqrur$hurth
0urfuupupmplru0 qurmtlhpn{, uhtu pb [02m Shtrip
0[rupruhu0rlhl t f]ntubph0 thq{n{: $hdh ugh0urpmf
hLrqlr0u[0bp U. €u3u0purp3ru0p h q. Urupqruplur0p
oquturqqpbhl h0 3nt. Uutbqur0nrllr t, 3nt. Ubpmlh
' bV! fiuqnq0 Uil{ptfu rlhqrul$ rlntnlll0hpp:

$httip ulu{mil t $l4urmbfiumtuQtu0 gmgurhur04hu]r
1, Opru 4ur{0bhur04bu[ gntgu4pilurrlp, npurh4 rlb0p mbu0mrl
bOp Untplt\ {urlpuqhrnlur0[0 l, Utlbrn]rp ajn4urlryur0lr0
14ptr dlntnhh u04rurl0hp, l, Untpb0 tlnurphlnft0 frpptr
d;ntp[t[t 0tufuurqtuh: 'lrur hur0d0mri t gmgurhur04hulr
qiluuqnp ilpgur0rullp urymShunp Sbp-aupplrh6ru0lr0, rurqru
rlh pqpu[Sh0 urprlru} hurpguqmr;glr dufur0urtl
pugurhultnntrl t 01tru gmgur0fru2f qnhruph' bpurplr0
rlrur[gtlru} a$tu0ru1]r rI[ 0uuiullru0]r2[ rupdbpp: Uinu10
bpbp 0dn2 t hrulmOf ur2fuuphmil, L uryurgbunpp fiunur0qh1
t ltphOp hn quqhg, npp purpbqnplur[ur0 urnuphptplur0
[ruqrlmrl b{hL t lLrl[rur0urlmrl: 'flul1hp[r2p (Unu Urupqulru0)
iltnurrptlmd t qn4ur0u1 u14 hn2rutlurrlnF &prupp, oqrnr[hprl
ur10 pru0[tg np qpn$hunpp [hl10hpr t Qpruhur qnphnqrlurfi:
hp oq0uQur0 'Uurp[r2[r (I. Uru0ppnujru0) hbur ri]ruru]r0 0ur
pur{tur0gmil t q1m$hunp[ p0rul1urpur0p L u4pnil0hpp
rlur0prutp\lu q00hlm runrum0pntrl qur0mrl tu14 bpurpg:
{,hmruqur }rpu4urpdmplnt00bnh 2urptu0g' gp}r hnupp gurd'
hurpt rlru0 0[urp2mhm tnnt0, hur0d0urpurpurllu0p FCS-[I
hbppurquh {turllu0urqnp& S[qnu0]r0 ({. Lurhurqhrn3ur0)
rlbprugObl rlprupp, rlbp$0hu hurfurnmplm0p ilhilrghur
lgr02h1nt qnlr&md, t, ur110) uurfrupul h0 'Oul1hp2]r0' nt 0pru
oq0ul1tu0|r0 6n4nqpb1 mu0|rp0hpn{, pruJg p0l10ntrl h0 rftnu
huruur0,Jhtltghurth ru2fuurmurflrg0hph dbnpp: aflrur0urlfr
hurq{uq1mp 0ilm2p hru0d0{nt[ t hp otrh0ruhu0 rnfrpn2p:
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Composer - G. Melikyan
Stage Artist- M. Antonyan
Editor - D. Muradyan
Stage Managers - N. Asatryan & E. Bagdasarov
Jeweler - Sos Sarkissyan
Tigran - V. Nahapetyan
Gayane - A. Ghukasyan
Electrician - A. Santrosyan
Precinct Policeman - S. Adjapkhanyan
Artist * A. Kaplandjyan
Professor - A. Aslanyan
Daily Helper - V. Varderesyan

Although the movie was made 28 years ago, it is
a part of our philatelic heritage, and should be
known and appreciated by Armenian philatelists
worldwide. A special thanks goes to Tigran
Liloyan, who was able to retrieve the movie and
transfer it to DVD format. I hereby present a

copy of the movie to AIPA for safekeeping.
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