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The Blue Lion - the One and the Only Armenian
Movie With a Philatelic Plot

by Igor Grigorian

«GpljGuwqgniyG Unjniopy’ Shwly hwjjulijub YhGnGlupp

Memory plays tricks. This is universal
knowledge, and recently I rediscovered it for myself
in Armenia.

Recently in Yerevan, I met with Suren
Arakelov, former Chairman of the Union of Philate-
lists of Armenia, currently the Vice President of All-
Armenian Academy of Philately and Numismatics,
whom I haven’t seen or spoken with for about 14
years. For those of our readers who know him, he is
still very active, same philately and life loving per-
son, striving to promote philately in all its fields,
with all his strengths and at all costs.

He asked me whether I know of any movie
that has been shot in Armenia with a philatelic plot.
My answer was no. He reminded me of the name,
The Blue Lion. At that moment it did not ring a bell.
He gave me a copy, and I watched the film. Half an
hour into the movie, I vaguely remembered seeing it
long time ago. That’s what I meant by “memory
plays tricks” — I knew it, but I forgot, and wouldn’t
have recalled it, if not reminded.

A number of Armenian stamp collectors
(Surik Hairapetyan, rear left, Avetik Gyodakyan, rear
right) participated in the creation of the movie, Suren
Arakelov was asked to become a consultant. This is
one of the reasons why this movie is of great impor-
tance to the philatelic history of Armenia.

The movie was filmed in 1979, and since
then the Union of Philatelists of Armenia has been
trying to obtain a copy for the Union’s records. The
issue arose once again, when the Union’s archives
were being categorized to create a bibliography of
Philatelic Armenika. Stamp collectors started to look
for rare artifacts and interesting facts of philatelic
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history, as well as for a copy of the movie. Through
his fellow-officer at 390 Infantry Armenian Division,
Ludvig Kocharyan and his son, who served as direc-
tor of Republic Cinema & Photo Archive, Mr.
Arakelov was trying to obtain a copy of the movie
for the Union’s archive. The search was persistent
but fruitless. Even People’s Artist Sos Sarkissian
who played the leading role in the movie, was not
able to help.

When all avenues were exhausted, corre-
spondent of the Russian news agency, ITAR-TASS,
Tigran Liloyan, came up with an unexpected, but
delightful, surprise — he presented a DVD copy of the
movie to the All-Armenian Academy of Philately
and Numismatics.

The movie was made at the request of the
USSR Cinematographic Ministry (thus the language
of the movie — Russian) at Armenfilm movie studio
in 1979. Script writers, A. Kalantaryan and G. Mark-
aryan, based the movie on Blue Mauritius, a novel
by Yu. Stepanov and Yu. Perov.

In the beginning, the movie depicts a stamp
show and award ceremony, where we see Surik
Hairapetyan and Avetik Gyodakyan portray jury
members, while Suren Arakelov portrays the jury
chairman. He hands the Grand Prix of the exhibition
to Professor Ter-Gabrielian, and later gives an inter-
view to a correspondent where he describes the value
of the gem of the collection, a stamp from Guiana
attached to an envelope (Scott # 16). There are only
three of them known in the world, and Professor Ter-
Gabrielian got his stamp from his grandfather who
visited Guiana as a member of a charitable mission.
“The Jeweler” (Sos Sarkissyan) decides to steal the
famous envelope while the Professor flies on a busi-
ness trip to Prague. With his accomplice, “The Elec-
trician” (A. Santrosyan) he enters the Professor’s
apartment and finds the envelope after a thorough
search through stockbooks. A chain of events fol-
lowed by a flood in the apartment below, dispatch of
the maintenance man Tigran, portrayed by V. Na-
hapetyan, his determination to summon the police,
finds him escaping by rooftops, with his accomplice,
right into the hands of the police. The stockbook with
the Guiana rarity is returned to its rightful owner.

For those who would like to know the cast and film
makers, the information is as follows:

Producer & Director — G. Markarian
Director — Zh. Hovsepyan
Cameraman — G. Hairapetov
Second Cameraman — S. Sarkissyan

.// Armenian Philatelic Association PAGE 81 September - December 2007 k

Utyutiptp - Ybljmbtiptp 2007

hwintu Gywy wluwywubijh, pwjyg wwm hwdkh vh
wlwyayuny hwGdGtny dbhjwwmbihwjgh L
Qpwiwghnmpyjul {wiwhwjijuyui UyugtdhwihG $hpdh
YnyGophGwyp uljujunwiyh ypuw:

dhpip  GyuwpwhwGyt 1979 p. Lwydpy
YhGnumninhwjmd UU GhGtiwwmngpudhwjp
(wuwpwpmpjul wwwytpny, whw pkt hGym  dhpip
(yuwpwhwGyty E Omubptl (tqyny: Dppih ughlGupmd
htnhGwylGtp U. LwwGpwpuwip L 9. Uwpqupyubp
oqumugnpoty G 3Bni. Uwbwwlnjh L Bm. Utpnyp
' GplylwqniyG Unnjphlfi Jhuguyh dninpyGhpp:

Shpin ujuynud £ phpwwmbihunmwjub gniguhwlnbup
L Gpw nuhGihwGnbuh gnigunpiwdp, npunbn Whip wmbuGnd
tp Umphy <wypwuybnyuGhG@ L Uygbwmpp QnnuljwGhG
hppl dymphh wlnuiGtp, L UmptG UnwpbtinghG hppl
dymphh Gwpiwgqwh: Lw hwGdGmd L gmgwhwGnbuh
gifuwnynp dpgwGwyp wpndptunp Skp-GwpphtywGh, wouw
dh  pnpwyghG  wpjwd  hwpgwqpmygh  dundwGuly
pwgwhwymmd L Gpw gmgwlimph qnhwph’ opwphG
thwljgywo GFyhwlwjh dh Gwiwfwlhph wpdtipp: UhwyG
tptip (um £ hwjwbh wpluwphmd, L wpnpbunpp dwnwbqby
t hptp pp vpuwhg, npp puptignpowlwl wrwpbimpjwé
Juquimu tnt] £ SYhwlwymd: 'Ouytphsp’ (Unu Uwpgquyma)
tnwnpymd £ gnnuiGw) wyn hnswljwynp opupp, oqujbtiny
w)l pwlhg np ypndtunpp dEYGEM L Npuwhw qgnpomniwE:
bp oqGwlywG "Uwphsh’ (U. UmGppnujwl) htn Shwuhl Gu
pwthwlgmi L wpndbunph pGwlwpulp L wpndGhpp
twlpwypypn qGGEm wpymbipomd quGmy wyn opwpp:
{trmwgqw hpwnuwpdmpymGGiph 2wpwGp’ 9ph hnupp gwo’
hwplwl Gyupsmnihm wvmG, hwGdGwpwpulwuip RCS-h
htppwwwh thwjwlwuwgnpd ShanwGhG (. Lwhwwybtnjw6)
ytpwgGty Ypwpp, YtpehGhu hwiwnmpimGpn Whthghw
Julstnt qnpomy, L wyil) vnhwymy G6 'OQuytipshG’ m Gpw
oqlwlwGhb dnnnwpt] mwGhpGtpny, pwyg paYGma G6 Yypw
hwuwo dhihghwjh w)hluwwmwyhgltinh dtnpp: GhwGwgh
hwqyuqgynp Ginip hwGdGymud t hp ophGuwwb wmhpnep:

%




PAGE 82

September - December 2007 \\k

Ubyubtiptp - Qhlumbdptp 2007

_// Armenian Philatelic Association

{wj pumiwghnwluwl Shniphil
Issue 41-42, 2007

Composer — G. Melikyan

Stage Artist — M. Antonyan

Editor — D. Muradyan

Stage Managers — N. Asatryan & E. Bagdasarov
Jeweler — Sos Sarkissyan

Tigran — V. Nahapetyan

Gayane — A. Ghukasyan

Electrician — A. Santrosyan

Precinct Policeman — S. Adjapkhanyan
Artist — A. Kaplandjyan

Professor — A. Aslanyan

Daily Helper — V. Varderesyan

Although the movie was made 28 years ago, it is
a part of our philatelic heritage, and should be
known and appreciated by Armenian philatelists
worldwide. A special thanks goes to Tigran
Liloyan, who was able to retrieve the movie and
transfer it to DVD format. 1 hereby present a
copy of the movie to ArPA for safekeeping.
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