
Tracks, Hacks and More Greenbacks

! CŜǿ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ LΩǾŜ [ŜŀǊƴŜŘ !ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅ





Grazing Winter Cover Crops



Details
ÅWhat we graze

ÅWhen we graze

ÅHow we graze

ÅWhy we graze

ÅWhere we graze

ÅObstacles  



Fencing





Solar Charger Setup



What about winter?



Grazing Summer Annuals



7-21-23



8-17-23



What about compaction?



John Deere 9670 Combine

ÅMachine Weight = 32,660 lb

ÅRear Tires ς750/65R26 (2) Plate (inches sq.) ς467

ÅFront Tires ς520/85R42 (4) Plate (inches sq.) ς440

Å250 Bu. Grain tank x 60 lbs/bu. = 15,000 lbs

ÅJD 630FD = 7,069 lbs

ÅTotal Wt.= 54,729 lbs./2,694 sq. in. of plate = 20.32 lbs/sq. inch



John Deere 8130 Tractor

ÅMachine Weight ς27,000 lbs

ÅRear Tires ς480/80R46(4) Plate (inches sq.) - 370

ÅFront Tires ς420/90R30 (2) Plate (inches sq.) - 240

J&M 1000 Grain Cart
ÅCart Weight ς14,078 lbs

Å1000 bu. X 60 lbs/bu. = 60,000 lbs

ÅTires ςIF900/65R32CFO Plate (inches sq.) ς643

Total Wt.= 101,078 lbs/3246 sq. in. plate = 31.14 lbs/sq. inch



The Golden Hoof

Sheep
Å{ƘŜŜǇ Ŧƻƻǘ Ґ нέȄмΦрέ

Åоέ ǎǉΦ Ȅ п ŦŜŜǘ Ґ 

12 sq. in.

Å125# ewe

12 sq. in

Å10.42 lbs/sq. in.

Cattle
Å/ƻǿ Ŧƻƻǘ Ґ пέȄпΦрέ

Åмуέ ǎǉΦ Ȅ п ŦŜŜǘ Ґ 

72 sq. in.

Å1250# cow

72 sq. in.

Å17.36 lbs/sq. in.



Extending the Grazing Season



Residue Management

ÅTakes grass to grow grass
ÅImportant to keep solar panel growing and collecting 

sunlight for as many days per year possible
ÅImportant for C4 plants going into fall and C3 plants 

going into winter (root reserves)
ÅAdequate residue captures rain, reduces evaporation, 

maintains proper soil temperature
ÅResidue feeds to soil microbes which feed the grass
ÅStockpile whole farm rather than portion of farm

















Graze crop residues

ÅGraze corn stubble immediately after harvest before 
stalks deteriorate or winter mud arrives

ÅSingle strand electric fence is easy and cheap to 
build and take down

ÅCan provide cheap feed for a couple months in the 
fall as grass grows for winter grazing

ÅCover crops grown in the corn before harvest can 
provide a lot of feed






