ACTIVITY: “Recording” Rock Art

INTRODUCTION: When archaeologists record rock art, they sometimes place a portable string grid over the panel of images to provide a consistent scale.  Students can experience recording rock art by overlaying a transparent grid on a photograph of rock art. 

MATERIALS NEEDED:

· Laminated photographs of rock art (taken close to the image)

· Grids copied on transparencies

· Same grid copied on paper

· Pencils

· Scotch tape or paper clips
DIRECTIONS: Give each student a photograph of rock art and a transparent grid.  Discuss the numbered and lettered system, if it appears on the grid.  Then, instruct them to tape the transparent grid over the photograph (or use paper clips), to help stabilize it as they work.  Finally, hand out the grids copied on paper and ask the students to copy the rock art onto the paper grid, using the grid over the photograph to guide them.    

