
How To Spot A Hidden Gem 

Buying a new home is more than just a financial undertaking. There’s an enormous 

emotional component to homeownership. While most of us hope that the home of our 

dreams will be just around the corner, the more likely reality is we’ll have to compromise 

on some features or facets of the new house. 

Try to keep an open mind when thinking about what type of house you’re looking to 

purchase. That way your sales professional can show you the greatest variety of housing 

styles and neighbourhoods that fit your price range. It’s worth taking a chance on looking 

at what at first glance might not seem to be the prettiest house on the block. Often the 

houses most people overlook in their quest for perfection can turn out to be “hidden 

gems” that with a little fine-tuning can become the home of your dreams. Take the time 

to analyze the problem before you reject a house. It may be relatively easy and 

inexpensive to remedy some problems, versus a costly major overhaul. If you know the 

difference, then you could find the buried treasure that everyone else missed!  

Let’s examine what makes a house attractive, starting from the outside. Don’t be put off 

just because the house lacks curb appeal. Not everyone has a green thumb, so try to 

imagine how beautiful the house would look with some trimming and a little landscaping. 

Whether you’re a do-it-yourself gardener or prefer to hire a professional, often just a little 

greenery makes a huge difference in the external appeal of a house. Another quick fix 

could be the addition of shutters or a different colour door to help break up the monotony 

of an uninteresting exterior.  

When you’re looking at the interior of a house it’s easy to be dismayed if it appears drab 

and out of date. Don’t despair! Just because the décor isn’t your cup of colour doesn’t 

mean the house doesn’t deserve a few minutes of your time for a closer examination. 

Often it’s the small things that can make a huge difference. If the wallpaper or wall 

colours don’t appeal to you, consider how they will look with a fresh coat of paint or 

wallpaper. Or perhaps the rooms just need a few well-placed lamps or ceiling fixtures to 

put a whole new light on things. 

Is there wall-to-wall carpet that’s got to go? Ask your salesperson what’s under the 

carpet. It could turn out to be beautiful hardwood flooring. Just by taking up the old 

carpet and letting the wood shine you may find the room looks more spacious and 

modern. What looked like a big problem could end up being fixed with just a beautiful 

area rug versus a major expense for all new carpeting.  

 

Replacing the kitchen or bathroom sinks and faucets will give a relatively low cost lift 

versus expensive re-tiling. Don’t forget that new window coverings can be an easy and 

cost efficient solution to enhance any room in the house.  

Next time you’re out house hunting, don’t just pass on the house that needs a little help. 

Look deeper, and see if you’ve got a “hidden gem” ripe for the picking.  



 

 


