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Did You Know? 

News You Can Use 

Arizona is home to more rattlesnake 
species than any other state, but 
surprisingly, one of the largest 
infestations of rattlesnakes live 
practically in our backyard? Plus,
they are all venomous!

Cave Creek! The town of Cave Creek 
is no stranger to rattlers with five 
different species commonly 
encountered by locals in their homes, 
in their yards and on hiking trails.  
Nearby in Cave Creek Regional Park, 
which spans 3,000 acres with over 15 
miles of hiking, mountain biking and 
equestrian trails, do not be surprised if 
a Western diamondback, Mohave, 
Speckled rattler, Tiger or Black-Tail 
rattlesnake crosses your path.

Just as people are drawn to our 
beautiful desert canyons, mountains 
and rocky lakes, so too are 
rattlesnakes. Though typically 
reclusive and shy, avoiding humans as 
much as possible, many of Arizona's 
top tourist spots are actually home to 
the largest infestations of rattlesnakes 
in our state. These include Grand 
Canyon National Park (with its over 4 
million visitors a year); Lake Mead 
National Recreation Area (home to 
the largest reservoir in the U.S.); 
Saguaro National Park (located in the 
Sonoran Desert surrounding Tucson); 
Organ Pipe Cactus National 
Monument (the only place in the U.S. 
with large stands of organ pipe cacti); 
Chiricahua National Monument (a 
hiker's paradise) and...

Starting May 1, 2026, Slide Rock State 
Park will implement new parking rules 
that prohibit vehicles from lining up in 
the right-turn lane
or driveway when the parking lot is 
full. Visitors are advised to arrive early 
and have a backup plan, as the lot will 
close until spaces become available, 
which could take hours or all day. 

The park opens at 8 a.m. There are
only 156 parking spaces, which fill 
quite quickly during peak seasons. 
Drop-offs, walk-ins, and bicycles are 
not permitted at any time, ensuring 
that all visitors enter the park in 
vehicles.

These changes are being implemented 
to enhance safety for both park staff 
and visitors, addressing long-standing 
traffic congestion issues along Highway 
89A.

Alternative parking options include 
roadside parking about half a mile 
north of the park, which requires a $5 
Red Rock Pass. Parking is also available 
at the Halfway Picnic Area, which 
overlooks a bend in the creek.



May Fun for Everyone 



Recipe of the Month 
Mexican Coleslaw
By Gordon Ramsey

DIRECTIONS: INGREDIENTS: 

Note:


