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Why Stress 
Can Affect Sleep
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Understanding the connection between emotional 
wellness, the nervous system, and rest.

01 | The Nervous System and Sleep

02 | Fight or Flight Response

03 |Supporting Emotional Wellness 

When the body remains in a prolonged state of stress, it may become more
difficult to fully relax into restful sleep. Emotional overwhelm, anxiety,
unresolved stress, and constant mental stimulation can all contribute to
difficulty falling asleep, staying asleep, or waking feeling unrested.

Sometimes the nervous system continues operating in “fight or flight” mode
long after stressful experiences have passed. This heightened state may
leave the mind racing at night or create physical tension that interferes with
deep rest.

Creating calming routines, reducing overstimulation, and supporting
emotional wellness may help encourage a greater sense of balance,
relaxation, and restorative sleep over time.

Gentle Reminder

Improving sleep often begins with supporting the nervous
system and creating a greater sense of safety, calm, and
balance within the body.



Slow, intentional breathing may help
encourage the body to shift out of
stress response mode and into a
more relaxed state.

Small Steps Matter
Improving sleep often begins with small, consistent changes that
help the body feel calmer, safer, and more supported over time.

Focus on Gentle
Breathing

Gentle Ways to 
Support Better Sleep
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Small supportive habits may help encourage relaxation, emotional balance, and
more restful sleep over time.

Create a Calming
Evening Routine

Consistent nighttime routines may help
signal safety and rest to the nervous
system. Gentle lighting, calming
activities, and reduced stimulation
before bed can support relaxation.

Excessive screen time, stressful media,
constant notifications, and mental
overload may make it more difficult
for the body and mind to fully unwind
before sleep.

Reduce Evening
Overstimulation

Support Emotional
Processing

Journaling, prayer, meditation,
emotional wellness practices, or quiet
reflection may help calm racing
thoughts and reduce emotional tension
carried into the evening.

Soft lighting, comfortable bedding,
calming scents, reduced noise, and
cooler room temperatures may help
support deeper rest.

Create a Restful
Sleep Environment

Get Outdoors  
During Daylight

Natural light exposure and time
spent outdoors may help support
healthy sleep-wake rhythms and
nervous system regulation.



Supporting emotional wellness and calming the nervous system may help
create space for deeper rest, relaxation, and healing over time.
Small supportive steps taken consistently can make a meaningful difference.

Creating More Restful Nights
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Supporting sleep is often about creating greater calm, consistency,
and emotional balance throughout the day

01 | Be Gentle With Yourself
Sleep struggles can feel frustrating and emotionally
exhausting. Healing and restoration often take time, especially
when the nervous system has been under prolonged stress.

02 | Progress  Is Not Always Linear
Some nights may feel easier than others. Small improvements in
rest, relaxation, and emotional regulation can still be
meaningful signs of progress.

03 | Consistency Over Perfection
Simple supportive habits practiced consistently may have a
greater long-term impact than striving for a “perfect” routine.

04 | Holistic Support
Emotional wellness, physical wellbeing, stress levels, routines,
environment, and daily habits all work together to influence
sleep and nervous system balance.

Evening Ideas

Dim lights an hour

before bed

Reduce stimulating

media

Practice slow

breathing

Spend a few quiet

moments reflecting 

Create a calming sleep

environment

Focus on rest rather

than “Forcing” sleep

Gentle

Final Encouragement

Learn More

Visit:
StuckEmotions.com

Schedule a Session
StuckEmotions.com/Booking

Email Us:
StuckEmotions.com/Contact
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