Supernatural Series                                             SALVATION     Part 1 “SAVED”                                    Aug. 13, 2023
What does it mean to be “saved”? This is a good, Bible word for what happens when one repents of their sin and asks God for forgiveness through Jesus Christ.  
1. John 3:17:  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

2. John 5:34: But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved.

3. John 10:9I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

4. Acts 2:21: and it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

5. Acts 2:47: praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

6. Acts 4:12: Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

Some synonyms for the same event:

A. The new birth John 3:7 (Ye must be born again), 1 Peter 1:23 (being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever)
B. Regeneration Titus 3:5 (not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost)
C. Redemption Rom. 3:24, Eph. 1:7, Col. 1:14
D. Justified Romans 3:24

E. Receiving Christ   John 1:12
It is not based on baptism: Mark 16:16: He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. The absence of belief is what condemns. 
It is not based on works. Ephesians 2:8-9:  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
It is by Faith in Christ   Galatians 3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

Romans 3:25:  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
       It is By Christ Alone (Acts 4:12, Rom. 4:24-5:1)

1. Sin is both ORIGINAL (I Cor. 15:22)

2. And PERSONAL (Rom. 3:9-23)

3. We are so sinful we don’t realize how sinful we are without the Light of Christ

a. Is. 57:20—like mire and dirt of the sea


b. Matt. 15:18-19—evil comes out of the heart.
c. Job 15:16; Ps. 14:3; Ps. 53:3, Is. 64:6—Filthy

d. Ps. 51:5—conceived in sin.
e. Ps. 20:11---from our youth

f. Titus 2:14—iniquitous

g. John 3:20 we love the darkness.
4. We are blind, yet Jesus has shown His light in the darkness for all to see (John 3:19, 1:9)

5. All men have the witness of conscience (Rom. 2:15) and creation (Rom. 1:20)

6. Jesus came to seek and save that which was LOST (Luke 19:10); and all men are lost (Rom. 3:23); so, it is error to believe that only SOME can be saved or can be drawn to the Gospel.
7. Yet it is our duty to tell (Matt. 28:19)

8. The teachings of election to the exclusion of some, or the universal salvation of all, are both wrong.
9. Christ seeks; the Spirit convicts; all can hear, all who are willing to believe CAN be saved, and all who believe and receive Christ WILL be saved (John 1:12)

10. It is error to teach that one can become unsaved, once in Christ (John 10:28), OR to teach that salvation is a “hell-proof” jacket one can wear into any type or amount of sin. (Rom. 6:2, 11-13)

11. Christians DO have good works and fruit, but are not saved by them (John 1:13)

There are many errors about salvation with many names, but they all revolve around taking something from or adding something to personal repentance and faith in the completed, sufficient work of Jesus Christ.

Is there some pre-qualification to be saved?  No! We should not impose one.  Jesus imposed none, other than to repent and believe in Him.  We mustn’t get bogged down in judging what a person has done, is doing, or might do later, when witnessing Christ to them. God knows their hearts. Our job is to go, tell, and disciple.  (Matt. 28: 19-20)

What if a person, such as the thief on the cross by Jesus, is saved at the last minute? They are forgiven as surely as any other believer.  The issue of how well or how long they will serve God, and the quality of that service, are unknowns when the choice to trust Christ is made.  We must remember that to be saved is everything, then, to miss Hell, to know Christ and go to Heaven cleansed of sin is worth all, even if that is “all” that happens!

Learning and trusting Bible doctrines are vital.  But growth, maturity, discernment, discipleship, obedience, yielding to the Spirit, etc., cannot occur if you are not  saved.  They are irrelevant until a person receives Christ.  We need to witness and win people to the Lord and let Him take care of the outcome.  He takes care of His own.

That is not to say that we are not to be involved in a new Christian’s life and growth. Indeed, we may explain Scripture, teach it, show the meanings of baptism, Church membership, the Lord’s Table, discipleship, etc. But salvation is “of the Lord”, His grace extends to all who believe.  We cannot see the end from the beginning; but God can, and we need to concentrate on witnessing to see people saved, regardless of their condition, circumstance, or affiliation.
According to Jesus, the hearers are to be brought in from wherever they are, and getting sinners to hear the preaching of the Gospel is the point. (Luke 14:23: and the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.)  Life in Christ must first begin before we can study, grow, and develop discernment. 

 
Seeking something that “feels right” or that “makes sense to me” is not the same as being saved.  “The natural man receiveth not the things of God, neither indeed can he, because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14) and the “preaching of the Cross is to them to perish foolishness, but unto us who are saved, it is the power of God” (I Cor. 1:18).   Church should be where Christians lift up Christ (and I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me-John 12:32). When you get honest before God, your response to the preaching of the Word  and to the Spirit should lead you to faith in Christ. 
Are you saved? The Bible way is the only way, Jesus the only means.    Death is unpredictably imminent for all.  A Christ-less death is an eternal tragedy without remedy. We have no more urgent or important need than to trust Christ. The Gospel is not unreasonable  (“Philip reasoned with him), but it demands faith.  
How is one saved? 

Rom 10:9: That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

Exologos, Exeologos: Stating something outwardly.
Homelogos: stating the “SAME AS”, as for oneself as well.
Sarx: flesh, body

Monogene…. only begotten, the unique, only supernaturally begotten Son

John 3:16: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17:  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.
REPENT: Luke 5:23----CALL: Romans 10:13----COME: John 6:35----BELIEVE: John 6:47
