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RESOURCES 

ABOUT THE JAPANESE AMERICAN INCARCERATION AND WORLD WAR II 

A SELECTED LIST 

 

PODCASTS 

 

Campu.  

densho.org/campu/ 

 

Order 9066 

www.apmreports.org/order-9066 

 

Scapegoat Cities 

scapegoatcities.org/ 
 

WEBSITES 
 

Densho: The Japanese American Legacy Project 

densho.org 

 The Densho Digital Archive contains 400 videotaped histories (fully transcribed, indexed, and searchable by 

keyword) and over 10,700 historic photos, documents, and newspapers. 

 The Densho Encyclopedia contains over 300 articles covering key concepts, people, events, and organizations 

that played a part in the forced removal and incarceration of the Japanese-Americans in World War II. 

 

Digital Library of Japanese American Incarceration 

archive.org/details/digital-library-of-japanese-american-incarceration?tab=collection 

 Created by the Internet Archive in collaboration with Densho. Contains hundreds of fiction and nonfiction 

books and historical documents that can be digitally borrowed for free. 

 

Discover Nikkei 

www.discovernikkei.org/en/ 
 A website with articles, photos, and interviews on video about the Japanese-American experience. Includes 

interviews with Gordon Hirabayashi and Fred Korematsu, whose resistance case went all the way to the Supreme 

Court, where their previous conviction was overturned.  

 Includes a lesson plan database that is a clearinghouse for lesson plans, classroom activities, and educational 

resources on various websites. 

 

Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e8e0d3e848b7a506128dddf/t/5e8fa1a60f36ec220a8caea4/1586471343671/covers.pdf 
 This curriculum and resource guide, The Japanese American Experience, provides an outstanding 

background and learning activities for the incarceration. 

 
Japanese American Patriotism – Eric Saul 

https://www.japaneseamericanpatriotism.com/ 

 Created by Eric Saul, Director of the Presidio Army Museum. Three virtual exhibits, a Japanese American 

chronology, and more information about the Japanese American veterans of World War II.  

 

A More Perfect Union; Japanese Americans and the U.S. Constitution 

amhistory.si.edu/perfectunion/non-flash/index.html 
  An online exhibit from the Smithsonian National Museum of American History, with classroom activities, an 

historical overview, and a search engine for artifact photographs. A Reflections section allows people to post 

comments. 

 Also at www.smithsonianeducation.org:  Letters from the Japanese American Internment and The Japanese 

American Internment: How Young People Saw It (lesson plans for K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12) 

https://densho.org/campu/
http://www.apmreports.org/order-9066
https://scapegoatcities.org/
https://archive.org/details/digital-library-of-japanese-american-incarceration?tab=collection
http://www.discovernikkei.org/en/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e8e0d3e848b7a506128dddf/t/5e8fa1a60f36ec220a8caea4/1586471343671/covers.pdf
https://www.japaneseamericanpatriotism.com/
https://amhistory.si.edu/perfectunion/non-flash/index.html
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/
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National Veterans’ Network 

www.nationalveteransnetwork.com/ 

 Information on the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, the 100th Battalion, the Military Intelligence Service, the 

1399 Engineer Construction Battalion, and the Congressional Gold Medal awarded to them in 2011. 

   

    

NONFICTION 

 

Armor, John and Peter Wright. Manzanar. Vintage Books, 1989.  

 

Atkins, Laura and Stan Yogi. Fred Korematsu Speaks Up. Heyday, 2017. Grade 5+ 

 

Brown, Daniel James. Facing the Mountain: A True Story of Japanese American Heroes in World War II. Viking, 

2021.  

 

Brown, Daniel James. Facing the Mountain: A True Story of Japanese American Heroes in World War II. (Young 

Readers Edition). Viking, 2023. 

 

Cahan, Richard and Michael Williams. Un-American; The Incarceration of Japanese Americans During World War 

II.  Cityfiles Press, 2016. 

 

Henderson, Bruce. Bridge to the Sun: The Secret Role of the Japanese Americans Who Fought in the Pacific in 

World War II.  Knopf, 2022. 

 

Higuchi, Shirley Ann. Setsuko’s Secret: Heart Mountain and the Legacy of the Japanese American Incarceration. 

University of Wisconsin Press, 2020.  

 

Hirasuna, Delphine. The Art of Gaman; Arts and Crafts From the Japanese American Internment Camps 1942-

1946. Ten Speed Press, 2005.  

 
Ina, Satsuki. The Poet and the Silk Girl. Heyday, 2024. 

 

Inada, Lawson. Only What We Could Carry; The Japanese American Internment Experience. Heyday Books, 2000.  

 

Ishizuka, Karen. Lost & Found; Reclaiming the Japanese American Incarceration. University of Illinois Press, 

2006. 

 

Kamei, Susan H. When Can We Go Back to America? Voices of Japanese American Incarceration during World 

War II. Simon & Schuster, 2021. 

 

Kessler, Lauren. Stubborn Twig: Three Generations in the Life of a Japanese American Family. Random House, 

1993. 

 Chosen by the Oregon Library Association as the book for all Oregonians to read to celebrate Oregon’s 150th 

birthday. 

 

Lange, Dorothea, Linda Gordon, and Gary Y. Okihiro. Impounded; The Censored Images of Japanese American 

Internment. W. W. Norton, 2006. 

 

Lindquist, Heather C. ed. Children of Manzanar. Heyday, 2012.  

 

Marrin, Albert. Uprooted; The Japanese American Experience During World War II. Alfred A. Knopf, 2016.  

 

Muller, Eric L. Colors of Confinement: Rare Color Photographs of Japanese American Incarceration in World War 

II. University of North Carolina Press, 2012. 

http://www.nationalveteransnetwork.com/
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Partridge, Elizabeth and Lauren Tamaki. Seen and Unseen: What Dorothea Lange Toyo Miyatake, and Ansel Adams’s 

Photographs Reveal About the Japanese American Incarceration. Chronicle Books, 2022. Grade 5+ 

 

Personal Justice Denied; Report of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians. The Civil 

Liberties Public Education Fund and University of Washington Press, 1997. 

Available online at  

https://www.archives.gov/research/japanese-americans/justice-denied 

 

Reeves, Richard. Infamy; The Shocking Story of the Japanese American Internment in World War II. Henry Holt 

and Company, 2015. 

 

Seigel, Shizue. In Good Conscience; Supporting Japanese Americans During the Internment. AACP, Inc., 2006. 

 

Tamura, Linda. Nisei Soldiers Break Their Silence; Coming Home to Hood River. University of Washington Press, 

2012. 

 
Tateishi, John. And Justice for All: An Oral History of the Japanese American Detention Camps. University of 

Washington Press, 1999.  

 

Tateishi, John. Redress: The Inside Story of the Successful Campaign for Japanese American Reparations. Heyday, 

2020.  

 

Tunnell, Michael O. Desert Diary; Japanese American Kids Behind Barbed Wire. Charlesbridge, 2020. 

 

Tremayne, Russell M. and Todd Shalloat, ed. Surviving Minidoka; The Legacy of WWII Japanese American 

Incarceration. Boise State University, 2013. 

 

Weglyn, Michi Nishiura. Years of Infamy; The Untold Story of America’s Concentration Camps. University of 

Washington Press, 1996.  

 

NONFICTION – MEMOIRS 

 

Gruenewald, Mary Matsuda. Looking Like the Enemy; My Story of Imprisonment in Japanese American 

Internment Camps. NewSage Press, 2005.  

 

Gruenewald, Mary Matsuda. Adapted by Maureen R. Michelson. Looking Like the Enemy; My Story of 

Imprisonment in Japanese-American Internment Camps. Young Reader’s Edition. NewSage Press, 2010. Grade 4+ 

 

Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki and James. D. Houston. Farewell to Manzanar. Houghton Mifflin, 2002. Grade 6+ 

 

Takei, George. They Called Us Enemy. Top Shelf Productions, 2019. Grade 7+ (Graphic Memoir) 

 

PICTURE BOOKS 

 

Grady, Cynthia. Write to Me; Letters from Japanese American Children to the Librarian  

They Left Behind. Charlesbridge, 2018. 

 

Mochizuki, Ken. Baseball Saved Us. Lee & Low, 1995. Grade 2+ 

 

Moss, Marissa. Barbed Wire Baseball. Abrams Books for Young Readers, 2013. Grade 2+ 

 

Say, Allen. Home of the Brave. Houghton Mifflin, 2002. Grade 4+ 

 

https://www.archives.gov/research/japanese-americans/justice-denied
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Takei, George. My Lost Freedom: A Japanese American World War II Story. Crown Books for Young Readers, 2024. 

 

Tokuda-Hall, Maggie. Love in the Library. Candlewick Press, 2022. 

 

Uchida, Yoshiko. The Bracelet. Putnam, 1996. Grade 2+ 

 

FICTION 

  

Chee, Traci. We Are Not Free. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2020. Grade 9+   

 Finalist, National Book Award 2020 for Young People’s Literature 
 
Faulkner,  Matt. My Nest of Silence. Atheneum Books for Young readers, 2022. (hybrid text and graphic novel) 
 

Hughes, Kiku. Displacement. First Second, 2020. (Graphic Novel) 

 

Kadohata, Cynthia. Weedflower. Atheneum, 2006. Grade 5+ 

 
Otsuka, Julie. When the Emperor Was Divine. Anchor, 2003.  

 

FILM 

 

The Orange Story. Full Spectrum Features. 2016. 18 minutes. https://theorangestory.org/index.php 

 

FILM – DOCUMENTARIES  

 

442 Live with Honor, Die with Dignity. Dir. Junichi Suzuki. 442 Film Partners. 2010. DVD. 97 minutes.  

 

Alternative Facts: The Lies of Executive Order 9066. Dir. Jon Osaki. 2018. DVD. 65 minutes. 

 www.alternativefacts9066.com 

 

And Then They Came for Us. Dir. Abby Ginzberg. Ginzberg Productions, 2017. DVD. 50 minutes. 

 
Betrayed: Surviving an American Concentration Camp. Dir. Rory Banyard. Northshore Productions and Friends of   

               Minidoka. 2022. Approx. 1 hour.   https://www.betrayedfilm.com 
 

Citizen Tanouye. Dir. Robert Horsting and Craig Yahata. PBS, 2008. DVD. 58 minutes. 

 

Days of Waiting. Dir. Steven Okazaki. Farallon Films, 2000. DVD. 28 minutes. 

 Winner of the Academy Award for Best Documentary, Short Subject. 

 

Farewell to Manzanar. Dir. John Korty. DVD. 107 minutes. (the 1976 made-for-TV film) 

 Includes the bonus Remembering Manzanar and an interview with Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston. Available from 
the Japanese American National Museum. 

 

The Legacy of Heart Mountain. Prod. David Ono and Jeff MacIntyre. Content Media Group, LLC, 2014. 56 minutes. 

 Winner of three Emmy Awards. 

 
Never Give Up! Minoru Yasui and the Fight for Justice. Co-Dir. Holly Yasui and Will Doolittle. 2017. 57 minutes 

and 45 minutes (classroom). www.minoruyasuifilm.org 

 

Of Civil Wrongs and Rights: The Fred Korematsu Story. Dir. Eric Paul Fournier. Docurama. 2007. DVD. 

 60 minutes. There is a 24-minute version on the website of the Fred T. Korematsu Institute at 

 https://korematsuinstitute.org/of-civil-wrongs-and-rights-film/ 

 2002 Emmy Award for News and Documentary. 

https://theorangestory.org/index.php
https://www.betrayedfilm.com/
https://korematsuinstitute.org/of-civil-wrongs-and-rights-film/
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Time of Fear. Dir. Sue Williams. PBS, 2004. DVD. 60 minutes. 

 

Without Due Process; A Documentary About America’s Concentration Camps.  Dir. Brian  Beanblossom. 2001. 

DVD. 44 minutes. 

 2001 – Crystal Award of Excellence – The Communicator 
 2002 – Award of Excellence - Videographer 

 

ONLINE DOCUMENTARIES 

 

Minidoka: An American Concentration Camp. Harpers Ferry Center NPS, 2020. 30:01 min.  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0xBBXSdONY 

 

We the People. Catherine Busch, 2019 

wethepeopleseries.com 

 Series: 1) Uprooted 17:00 min. 2) The Incarceration of Japanese Americans  21:40 min. 3) Go for Broke! 

14:35 min. 4) The Return Home 14:07 min. 5) People Who Helped 16:10 min. 6) Racism & Redress 15:00 min. 7) 

Could This Happen Again? 20:35 min. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0xBBXSdONY
https://wethepeopleseries.com/

