
Is Your Garden Ready for Planting? 

Questions for new gardeners See our handouts

What is your light level?  

Does your area have full sun, part shade, or 
shade? The sun moves 90 degrees from winter 
to summer. 

Light Levels
Full Sun Plants
Part Shade Plants
Shade Plants

What is your soil type?

Is your soil dry, moist or wet? Natives thrive in 
intact local soils. Many urban areas have 
compacted or altered soils that need 
amendments. 

Soil Building
Drought Gardening
Potted Plants

Is your site prepared?

Have you removed invasive species and 
weeds? Use a mulch such as wood chips 
during and after planting. Irrigate first season.  

Weeds
Lawn and Unwanted Spaces
Difficult Spaces

What are your gardening goals? 

Include esthetics, screening, birds, pollinators, 
and medicine gardens. For low maintenance 
use plants with easy to maintain growth habits. 
For hard to maintain areas use drought tolerant 
plants. 

Rain Gardens
Backyard Nature
Birds
Pollinators
Native Hedges
Trees
Groundcovers

What is your maintenance plan?

Continue weed removal. Pruning. Mulching to 
help reduce drought stress.

Weeds
Deer and Bunny Issues

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d8qycrG8hD6dS5XvUK4ADNLbYdUIiWsu/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/118okOVDsHpK3HmRCvmP5XSsulWEgo2Ku/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fpe4Cn14IMXAgtS2CyiduhocyYz1UK0S/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ntRX33eI8MwwQv2AIL57nTpkIREAoy5d/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N_CYxthna4kjXv_5Efm35tpunM_Z7hFH/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w7LfS9TiYCpFJa-g9WPDzCRPIIc5XwcT/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mR3dMxSCShR9W9wpq6-X7BUhPdYwN9Qj/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16XxeStePqeDbTHN8cI0U38jMesBsn0ZP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KvGdheacPDmAt-YxPUqQ0_GejyxIrM0m/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CiGHVuW0EcXuc7Xw7r5ylPW3KIMrBLXa/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1klY0kU_-RBTy6QJMqKr_JJMsePCgTQLx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AXORioMIgCp7-zicMoXAipAH0baZA_Tm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFSe1bbyMHB6OGPTOGmefPLVqP67vEI7/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Qz0qlcxnjPxiZ0qwuIxkjtTJfBXbiMZN/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S6n6ZAnTgg3Jr69QpAKB2QeN8PRQzx8s/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZxVpwOzTRJxR5_r0FgQ9qx_qdgG7Q_Js/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TkPbETiy-0GxW7IOna1D7YfomF0d5LJU/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16XxeStePqeDbTHN8cI0U38jMesBsn0ZP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1luK0Ok5jvSelFpwc5MBK-49dPc8FMlQL/view?usp=drive_link

